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“Contend earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to the saints “ (]ude 3) ]u(le’s concern for
these believers resulted in a c}lange of direction. He had intended to write concerning the salvation
shared by believers. It had become necessary for him to write that they contend for the faith.

This need has not changed in the last nineteen hundred years. The Church is inundated with
false teaching, false practices, misapplication of Scripture. Just about everyw}lere the believer looks he can
see serious problems. This shouldn’t be surprising. Almost every New Testament letter was written at
least in part to counter these pro]olems. Many are familiar with passages such as 2 Timothy 3:1, “that in
last clays, perilous times will exist.” Many misunderstand these statements thinlaing a distant future time
was being described. Paul wrote this because it was something which Timothy was to be soon facing.
Timo’chy needed to know what to expect. As a result these problems have been in existence since the first
century of the Church.

Some believers have developed entire “ministries” around exposing error. A famous fundamen-
talist pastor once said, that the best way to build a 1arge church is to piclz a fight and ﬁght it! These people
are always fighting something: evolution, moclernism, postmodernism, Roman—ca’c}lolicism, Mormonism.
They always manage to find an enemy on the horizon to which they direct everyone’s attention. People
involved in such groups might know much about err, but how much truth they know and live is question-
able.

Some believers take the other extreme, avoiding any type of controversy, not wanting to be a nit-
picker and avoiding the accusations of ]aeing too critical! Taken to its extreme, such avoid criticizing any-
thing remotely labeled “christian”. When there is a genuine enemy on the horizon, they turn away or })ury
their head in the sand. Interestingly, people associated with groups or churches of this nature are also
poorly taught and lack discernment.

Both sides are likely to engage in some form of clialogue or debate with others. The former en-
gage in a more dogmatic, vitriolic debate or “apologetic”. The latter try to be of a kinder disposition want-
ing to engage in a “friendly” non—condemning dialogue.

How the Church is to face doctrinal errors is the sul)ject of this paper. The author’s opinions will
not be the basis. In fact those opinions have been challenged and altered in face of God’s Word. To do
this, the various passages descri]aing the errors and a response to the errors will be considered. An attempt
has been made to consider most of the 1zey passages. Not all errors are the same and not all involve the
same type of people. It will be necessary to note who is involved and the nature of such errors. If the re-
sponse is stated within the passage this will be noted. The place of debate or dialogue described l)y Scrip-
ture will be important to a proper picture. With all the information in hand, it is hope& that a proper per-
spective of the Church'’s response can be seen. Before l)eginning the specific stucly of these passages, it
would be help£ul to Lrieﬂy consider some of the situations that unnecessarily give rise to these issues.
Misunderstan&ing the Church’s Makeup

The church is an asseml)ly called out of the world (Acts 15:14, ]O}ll’l 17:14-16). It is an assem-
Lly of believers in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:20-21). The Church at 1arge is the })ody of Christ. On a
local level, a church should reflect this character. The Church has Lrought much distraction upon herself
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by encouraging the unsaved to assemble with them. When Paul wrote the Corinthians regarding the pos-

sii)ility of an unbeliever coming into the assem})iy, he employed a Third Class condition.! (1 Corinthians
14:23-24). This indicates that while it is possi];)ie it is not reaiity, which would have requireci the Indica-
tive in a First Class Condition. Paul realized it was possible that an unbeliever might come in, but it
wasn’t what was happening! Believers assemble to be taught and ediiy one another ]oy the exercise of their
spiritual giits. The assemi)iing of believers was not intended to be evangeiistic or a “seeker service”. The
regular, intentional introduction of unbelievers into an assembly often distracts both believers especially

pastors from their primary responsibilities to one another.

Misunderstanding the Church’s Purpose

Since the nature of the Church is not understood neither is her purpose. The Church has one
commanclment, to love one another as Christ loved them (]oiln 13:33-34). A preoccupation with unbe-
lievers, the world, etc. often results in believers depriving other believers of this love and misdirecting this
love! The Church is also a means of (iemonstrating an aspect of God’s wisdom to spirit i)eings (Epi’iesians
3:11). This takes place as God deals with His Church i)y grace before these spirit i)eings (Ephesians
3:9).2 They see God save, mature and complete His church, some times despite the individuals’ actions.
As tiiey observe this, they learn sometiiing of God’s wisdom.

It is often stated that the Church is here to cilange the world. One would search in vain to find
any such instruction. A variation on this is that the Church is here to evangelize the world. Again, no
New Testament writer expresse(i such an idea. Christ told His (iiscipies in Matthew 28:19-20 to “to dis-
cipie all nations...” When Paul preaciiecl, he knew that oniy those who were “set in order for eternal life,”
would believe (Acts 13:48). Individually the Grace believer’s responsibility toward the world is to live a
life in which he is contrasted as a small iigiit in the midst of a crooked and perverse race (Phiiippians 2).
The result is that he can give the gospei as the reason for the hope that is in him (1 Peter 3:15). Misun-
derstanding God’s purpose for the Church can give occasion to these doctrinal distractions.
Misunderstanding the responsii)iiity of the Pastor-Teacher

Pastor-teacher is a giit (Ephesians 4:12). Ttis a spiritual gif’c which enables one to siiepiler(i a
portion of God’s flock by teaching God’s Word. The three chief responsibilities of the shepherd are:
watching over, teaciiing, leading. Wa‘cching over is the verb behind the noun “bishop” or “overseer”. One
watches over l)y iooieing for spirituai ciangers, such as spirituai wolves and i)y watciling for spiritual needs
which can be met by spiritual nutrition from God’s Word. In the face of error and wolves these believers
need truth taught accurateiy. A spirituai (ieiiciency is not addressed ]:oy a pastor’s advice or opinion but ]Jy
teac}ling God’s Word. A shepherc]. leads. He teaches the sileep and then walks before them, 1iving what he
has taught. They are to follow his lead. These three are the pastor-teacher’s primary responsibilities.

In many piaces the pastor—teacher 1s doing the work of an evangeiist. Sometimes, this is due to
misunc].erstanciing Paul’s instruction to Timothy. Timothy had been giitecl as an evangeiist by Paul iaying
hands upon him. Timotiiy was not a pastor—teaciier. The pastor does not give attention to the goats at the
neglect of the sheep. In this same vein, the pastor is not a minister to the community. His responsihiiity 1s

the flock and its well i)eing. He is not to compel the unsaved to believe by presenting convincing argu-

1 “The third-class condition (also called the more—proi)ai)iy future condition) presents the condition as
uncertain of fulfillment, tiiougii still liizeiy." David Alan Black, It’s Still Greek To Me; Grand Rapi(i.s;
Baker Books, 1998, p. 145.

2 “Administration” in the A.V. from the T.R. should be u(iispensation" as per all other manuscripts.
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ments for today’s issues. Making the pastor responsible for those outside the flock distracts from God’s

purpose for him and the local assem]aly.

The Contest for the Faith
Jude 3

Because ]uc].e's charge to “contend earnestly for the faith” is often the watch cry of those Watching
for enemies, it is a good place to begin. Generalizations regarding the interpretation of this verse have led
to its misunders’canding and misuse. Consu]ting five commentaries on this passage, one is led to conclude
“the faith once for all delivered to the saints” is Christian truth in its whole, namely apostolic doctrine or
even the gospel. To varying degrees, these commentators also interpret the “contencling" to be some de-
monstrable preaching or teaching against false doctrine. Yet, within the context of this letter, ]ude’s
charge takes a different direction.

The Faith

Most of our English Bibles correctly represent the article with {ait}l, hence, “the faith” [TNn Tio-
T€l]. While there are several uses of the definite article with the word faith [see appenclix], it always oc-
curs to indicate something specific in the context. The various uses of faith in the New Testament in-
clude the act of faith at the point one believes the gospel concerning Christ’s death on the cross for sins
and His resurrection from dead ones; faith in a promise to the believer; faith as part of the fruit from the
Spirit which can be individualized “my faith” or “your faith” and directed at promises; faith as a spiritual
giﬂ; faith as a measured provision for the use of one’s spiritual gif’c. In addition to these uses there are
many occurrences of “the faith” which describe a specific set of truths.

“The Faith” is a narrower portion of doctrine than all Christian truth. It is that set of truths
which describes how the believer may live the spiritual life. It includes the means of victory over the be-
lievers three spiritual enemies. Peter wrote concerning Satan, “Whom, you resist firm]y ]ay the faith” (1
Peter 5:9). This set of truths was a mystery, which the deacons were to have in a clean conscience, that is,
their lives align with what they know (1 Timo’chy 3:9). Paul wrote Timotl'ly that some would depart from
this faith giving heed to truths which involved prohibition to marry and abstinence from foods as a means
of living this spiritual life (1 Timothy 4:1-3). A man that does not consider his care for his own house-
hold, he does not provide for his own, he has denied this })ocly of truth, he is not 1iving the spiritual life (1
Timothy 5:8). Likewise, a young widow who becomes more interested in finding a husband among the
believers than serving in an assembly has set aside the first faith (1 Timothy 5:11). She is not spiritual.
Believers who stretch out after riches, have gone astray from the faith (1 Timothy 6:10). Paul had ago-
nized the goocl agony of the faith and encouragecl Timothy to do the same (2 Timothy 4:7; 1 Timothy
6:12). When a believer uses this truth properly he can individualize it as “the faith of you” (cp 1 Thessa-
lonians 3:2,5,6,7, 10). Thus, “the faith” does not describe the whole of Christian doctrine. It is a lim-
ited portion of doctrine which describes the spiritual life.

The Holy Spirit led the New Testament writers to use “The faith” for this body of doctrine be-
cause victory and spiri’cuality are promises from God. Faith makes a hope real (Hebrews 11:1). That hope
comes from a promise from God (Acts 26:6; Titus 1:2). The promise must legitimately be addressed to
the Grace believer. A hope is always something which the believer does not yet have (Romans 8:24). A
hope 1s something yet future; immediate future or distant? future. Jesus had promise(l his &isciples that in

3 “Distant future” is a human perspective. From God’s perspective it 1s just a moment and the believer too
can share God’s perspective. The Grace believer should consider God’s promise for the Rapture to be

“near” or “at hand”.
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“that day” they would know experientially that He is in the Father and they are in Him and He is in them
(]olxn 14:20). He promise(l that if tlley would remain at ease in Him that He would be at case in them
and they would bear much fruit (]olln 15:5). The believer logically reckons that he is in Christ a dead one
to the sin nature and a liVing one to God (Romans 6:11). The believer does not direct faith at this posi-
tion because it is not a promise but a logical reality in the mind of God. However, there are promises re-
lated to that position. The believer is promisecl access to God tllrougll his position in Christ (Eptlesians
3:12). The believer has access to God’s grace in his position in Christ (Romans 5:2). The believer has

victory over his sin nature in his position in Christ. The believer directs faith at those promises so that

access becomes real. The believer has been promisect rest and must believe that in Christ at the throne of
grace, he can indeed cease from his works and have rest (Hebrews 4:9-16). Promises which involve as-
pects of the spiritual life form the content of the faith.
The Figllt

“Contend earnestly” implies that there is a fight and so it is with the root agon [oywv] from
which this verb derives. The believers’ combatant/s in this tigllt or struggle are unnamed in this verse. The
Fundamentalists of the first half of this century understood it to be Modernists, blatant unbelievers
within their seminaries and denominations. Their fight for Biblical truth earned some the title “Fighting
Fundamentalists”. One of their own historians, George W. Dollar wrote a two part history of their strug-
gle, the title of the second volume l)eing The Figtlt for Fundamentalism.* Even writers and commenta-
tors who would classity themselves as Evangelicals but not Fundamentalists agree that the believers’ com-
batants are unbelievers or those who oppose truth. Collectively, but with different means, tlley opine that
believers are to be tigllting or “contencling" with these un]aelieving combatants to protect “the faith.” One
writer comments,

“Whatever is questione(l l)y contemporary audiences needs to be addressed. We need to

stucty and know these areas. Believers ougllt to educate themselves on the relevant issues

and be preparetl to provide a biblical defense (2 Cor. 10:5; Jude 3).°

“Contend earnestly" translates 8TCOC’Y0)VLCOMOCL “to contend strenuously in defense of 0 It is a
perfect form of oyOVILOUOL - “to be a combatant in the public games; to contend, fight,strive earnest-
ly"7 . The Englisll “agony” derives from this word. The pretixe(l preposition €T gives it a stronger, per-
fect ernpllasis, “really strive”. It is a deponent® verb. A struggle or tigllt always affects the subject cloing
the fighting, therefore it is naturally a Middle voice. Tt only occurs in ]ude 3. Moulton and Milligan cite a

4 George W. Dollar The Figllt For Fun(lamentalism; Sarasota, Fl.: pul)lislled l:oy autlxor, 1983

5 Gary R. Habermas The Resurrection of Christ in The Fundamentals for the Twenty-First Century;
Grand Rapicts: Kregel Publications, 2000, p. 264.

6 Thomas Sheldon Green, A Greek And Englisll Lexicon to the New Testament, Grand Rapicts: Zon-
dervan, 1970 p. 67

7ibid p. 3

8 A deponent verb occurs only in the Middle/Passive Voice form. Normally, these are verbs which do not
have an Active sense but lay nature are Middle - the action affects the sul)ject.
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secular occurrence of a struggle for a city.? Their citation doesn’t note whether it was a military struggle.
10

They cite examples of ayovifouot re£erring to warfare and sporting games.

Ayovi{opot and its cognate noun occur several times in the New Testament. Christ used the
verb to describe the struggle to enter at the narrow gate (Luke 13:24). He used it when explaining to Pi-
late that if His lzing(].orn were out of this world as to its source that His servants would fight to keep Him
from Leing turned over to the Jews (John 18:36). Paul emp]oyecl it to describe those competing in an
athletic race (1 Corinthians 9:25). Paul’s description of l)eating his })ody and leading it away as a slave
demonstrates that this involved his spiritual life. This passage may contribute to a clearer understanding
of the believer's responsiljility. Paul also desired that every believer be mature in Christ Jesus. Therefore,
Paul agonized to this end (Colossians 1:29). Not only did Paul agonize for them but so did one of their
own, Epaphras (Colossians 4:12). Epaphras desired that tl'ley be mature ones and fuﬂy assured in God’s
will (v. 13). The last two occurrences in Paul’s letters combine the noun and verb forms of this word in
the phrase “{ought the good fight" (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Tirnothy 4:7). In all its occurrences this verb em-
phasizes a struggle. In Paul’s writings it is always a spiritual struggle. It always involved some aspect of the
spiritual life.

The noun form oayov also describes a struggle or conflict. Paul used it of a real pl’lysical conflict
with unbelievers who opposed him (Philippians 1:29; 1 Thessalonians 2:2). This spiritual conflict in-
volved Paul’s spiritual life in the 1ight of outside pressures. Paul also had a great strugg]e for the Colos-
sians in his desire to see them mature in Christ (Colossians 2:1 - see last pa.ra.graph). As noted above
Paul used the noun twice combined with the verb in his letters to Timothy. In both of these occurrences
Paul called it the good fight. It is modified in 1 Timothy 6:12 by the Genitive “of the faith.” Similar to
]ude 3 this involved the spiritual life. Fina.Hy in Hebrews 12:1 Paul picturecl the spiritual life as a race

within an arena. The “race” is the oyQV. The race has been set before us to be run. The encumbrance of
unbelief should be set aside so that the believer can focus on the finish line and finish the race. Like the
verb the noun describes a struggle in the spiritual life.

Luke uses QlY®VIOL one time to describe Jesus’ literal agony which He experienced in the garden
while praying (Luke 22:44). That agony for Jesus was mental and emotional resulting in real sweat drops
as of blood.

The New Testament uses of the cognates of STCOCY(DVLCO}.LOCL demonstrate that a struggle is tak-
ing place. As noted, the €M1 pre{;ix strengthens the idea of the verb. Therefore, this is a stronger conflict.
Since Paul wrote that he {ought the goo& ﬁght, ]ude’s charge, approximately ten to fifteen years later, is
that the believers are to rea”y {iglqt the fight!

Jude’s was concerned about a false version of grace. Some had slipped in secretly (Jude 4). The
juclgment of these men had been previously written'! About 10-156 years early Paul and Peter had writ-
ten concerning these men (cp v. 17). They exchanged the grace from God for lewdness. They misrepre-

9 James Hope Moulton and George Milligan The Voca})ulary of the Greek New Testament Illustrated
from the Papyri and Other Non-Literary Sources; Berdmans: Grand Rapids, 1930, p. 227

105bid. p. 8

11 “long ago” translates TPOYEYPAUUUEVOL a Perfect Participle meaning that they had been previously
written to this judgment with the result that it still stood in writing.
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sented grace as the license to be immorally lewd. These also denied the only Master!?. Jude’s letter his-
torica”y traces God’s ju(]_gment on those who had acted in this immorally lewd manner. and had rejecte(l
God’s authority. The angels who did not keep their first way of dwelling13 (6), Sodom and Gomorrah (7),
and the ones defiling the flesh (8), specifica”y represent the former. Israel who was l)rougllt out of Egypt
(5), those rejecting 1ordships and ]olaspheming glories (9-10), and those in the way of Cain, the error of
Balaam and the rebellion of Korah, s}lephercling themselves!* are part of the latter. These two prol)lems
go together and the people of whom ]ude wrote were involved in both.

Because these men announced a message of grace, they appeare(l to be clouds but had no water,
late autumn trees without fruit, wild waves which on]y {:oam, and wanclering stars'®. These men switched
a perverted version of grace for real grace. The grace from God provides liberty from sin not bondage to
sin (cp Romans 6:6, 14). T}ley were ungodly sinners spealzing with hard words against the Lord (14-15).
These were characterized as tearing down, Leing soulish'®, and not having the Spirit (19). The Lord will
come to perform judgment against all these (15).

In the face of these false teachers, ]u(].e charged the saints to ﬁght for the faith. Living the faith
would be the best way to counter these false teachers. The saints should not only spealz the faith but live
it. While living the faith the saints could direct faith at God’s promise to edify or build them up, rather
than tearing down (20). Unlike the soulish men who did not have the Spirit, these saints, if t}ley were
1iving the faith could worship [A.V. “pray”] })y the Holy Spirit (20). They could 1aeep themselves ]ay the
love of God (21). Loving the Father would involve loving other believers within the family by laying
down one’s life for them (1 ]ohn 4:21-5:1; 3:16). Loving the Son involves ]oeing patient under tempta-
tion (James 1:12). These saints could eagerly anticipate the mercy from our Lord Jesus Christ at the
snatching away of His saints (21; cp Titus 2:13).

Having first looked out for their own spiritual well })eing, these saints could then have mercy on
those clou})tingw. Some believers had been influenced Ly these false teachers. They needed to be saved l)y
snatching them from the fire and while hating the garment stained loy the flesh. “Sna’cching from the fire”
is not a reference to Hell but a picture of their dire situation under the false teachers’ influence. How does
one snatch another from the fire? By reaﬂy fighting for the faith. Believers needed to really live the spiri-
tual life for themselves and then for the sake of others. False teaching concerning how to have victory

12 SSGTCOTﬁQ is “a master, lord, one who possesses supreme authority,” W.E. Vine, Vine's Expository
Dictionary of New Testament Words ; MacDonald Pul)lishing Company: McLean, Virginia, p. 700

13 The —TNpLov ending indicates place or manner.

4 Tovuonvo is the verb of shepherd [pastor]. They did not submit to a pastor but acted as their own.
15 A wandering star could not be counted on in determining direction for navigation.

16 Soulish [Woy1KogC] is translated in 1 Corinthians 2:14 “natural” describing an unsaved man.

17 A large portion of the Majority text has the Nominative Plural ending which would make this partici-
ple the su})ject of the verb “have mercy’. Some of the Majority text a]ong with other manuscripts have the
Accusative Plural encling, so that the participle is the o})ject of the mercy. See apparatus in Zane C.

Hodges / Arthur L. Farstad The Greek New Testament Accorc].ing to the Majority Text Thomas Nelson
Publishers: Nashville, 1982, p. 722.
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over one’s spiritual enemies needed to be countered with accurate teaching concerning how to live. This is
really figl'xting the good fight.
It is interesting to read ]uc].e's closing words. Ultimately it is God who is able to guarcl those who
are doubting (24). He is able to guard them from stumbling. He is even able to make them stand before

His glory, blameless in intense joy. Accurate teaching concerning the spiritual life emphasizes the be-

liever’s responsibility but always does so within the frame work that when the believer has so chosen, it is
God who gives the victory. It is God who completes the salvation.

]u(le’s letter demonstrates that the best way for a believer to counter false teaching concerning the
spiritual life is to live the spiritual life the way God revealed that it is to be lived. The common responses
to false doctrine, engaging in a tough apologetic against false teaching, or debating the false teachers, is
not even hinted at by ]ude. There is no hint that ]ude’s charge to “contend” for the Faith, meant to
strongly argue on behalf of the faith. ]uc].e does not indicate how this is to be done. ]ucle doesn’t indicate
how, because this was not ]uc].e’s purpose. ]uc].e’s charge was to urea”y s’truggle77 in the Faith. Talzing the
spiritual life seriously, reaﬂy 1iving it and teaching it would do more to counter errant spiritual life
teac}ling than any argument.

The Christian life is not a constant struggle. The believer can rest at the throne of Grace (He-
brews 4:16). However, there are times when the believer does engage in a real struggle. In the churches
which Ju&e was aclclressing, they had to really strugg]e because of the pervasive influence of these false
teachers who were in the assemblies. This is a good challenge to carefully discern who is teaching in our
assemblies and what they are teac}ling. A little deviation may result in a Lig struggle.

The remainder of the paper will consider additional passages warning of false doctrine. Some of
the passages deal specifically with the spiritual life but other doctrines are also of concern. If there is a
response this will be especia”y important in olemonstrating that ]ude's charge is not unusual. The final
section includes some Scriptures which 1ay emp}lasis on the importance of believers’ conduct matching
their word. This is an important part of accurate teaching.

Scriptures which address believers J[‘acing doctrinal deviations

Acts 15 & Galatians 2:1-10 - A Theological Debate?

In 50 AD the first ogiciany recorded church council gatherec]. in ]erusalem. Paul and Barnabas’
work throughout Asia was Leing undermined by believers of ]ewish decent. These men were teaching the
Gentile believers that t}ley needed to be circumcised in order to be saved (Acts 15:1-2). This is present
tense salvation, not initial. As Jews, their daily lives or present tense salvation had been lived under the
law. T}ley carried this over into the present &ispensation. The event in Acts 15, was not intended to de-
cide whether Paul was correct! Paul had received his message directly from the Lord (Galatians
1:11-12). Paul explained the purpose of this meeting to the Galatians. It was so that he was not running
in vain or had run in vain (Galatians 2:2). “In vain” translates KEVOG empty of content. Paul wanted the
church in ]erusalem to instruct these men to stop following him and undermining his work. If they kept
this up, everything Paul had taught among the Asian churches would be without content as the people
practiced a life })y law rather than a life ]Jy the grace from God. Paul wrote the Galatians that at this
council nothing was added }Jy these men to that which he had alreacly received from the Lord (Galatians
2:60). Acts 15 is not a debate but an attempt to get an official letter regarding Paul’s work. Paul didn’t
need this for himself but for the spiritual lives of the people in the churches (cp 16:30-31).

Acts 20:28-32 - Wolves among the S}lephercls—
On his final trip to ]erusalem, Paul stoppe(l })rieﬂy at Miletus and met with the elders of the
Ephesian Church. Paul’s use of the three titles of the elder: elc].er, })ishop [overseer], and shephercl [pastor
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indicated in the verb “feed”] clarifies Paul’s audience. These are “pastors” to use the common English

title. These men were about to face wolves from the outside and a defection within their own num})er(zg—
30). Some of the shep}lercls were about to seek some of the sheep for themselves.

Paul’s charged the pastors to give attention to themselves (28). This is unselfish and in the best
interest of the flock. A shepherd who does not take spiritual care for himself is in no position to care for
the flock. Having given attention to themselves, they were to also give attention to the flock over which
the Holy Spirit has placec]. them as overseers. T}ley were to be reac].y to I’lelp those who were weak (33-35).
This weakness is not p}lysical but spiritual. As the physica”y weak sheep would be easier prey to the
wolves, so spiri’cuaﬂy weak believers are to these spiritual wolves. Attention would need to be given to
these weak believers. While they attend, they needed to remember that their work is not one for material
gain. The wolves were out for gain. Helping the weak without placing any undue responsihility of paying
the workers’ way was the example Paul himself had left. Paul never once instructed them to debate or
preach to these errant brothers or the wolves.

Romans 14:1-16:13 —Logical reasonings regarding doubtful matters

It is normal for healthy churches to have believers at various levels of maturity. It is not unusual
to find believers who have not yet ]aegun to grow spirituaﬂy. Newly saved believers or some who have not
previously had the aclvantage of gooc]. teaching have a need to Legin growing. So it was in the Roman
church. They were some weak in the Faith, that body of doctrine which delineates how the spiritual is to
be lived. The context indicates that these believers hadn’t learned some lzey truths concerning the spiri-
tual life (Romans 16:25-27).'8 Because they hadn’t really learned how to live the spiritual life I)y God’s
grace their spiritual life was built around abstinence from certain foods and wine (14:2, 3, 21). They also
observed certain days as more special than others (14:5-6, e.g. a sabbath). Such believers can cause some
clisruption in assemblies.

Churches are not to refuse weak brothers but receive them (Romans 14:1). After recelving them
they are not to engage the weak in Iogical reasonings over doubtful things: food, wine, days. A droho-
YICUOG is a 1ogica1 reasoning [XOYLCOMOCL] t}lrough [010] a matter, involving questionings and consid-
erations. The dialogue or logical consideration would likely consist of “biblical” arguments in favor of
such activities. This is not the course of action. A strong believer does not sit the weak believer down and
1ogically reason throug}l these matters.

Paul explained how such a situation is to be handled. The strong are told not to despise the weak
and the weak are told not to judge the strong (v. 3). Paul laid most of the responsihi]ity upon the strong
believers. They were not to place a cause of stuml)ling before any brother (v. 13). They were to seek the
edification not the tearing down of God’s work (vv. 19-20) They were to keep their faith concerning
what they may do to themselves so the weak would not be encouraged to engage in activities while doubt-
ing (vv. 22-23). In 14:24-26'9 [16:25-27 in most Bil)les] Paul ]arieﬂy stated the leey truths Ly which
God will cause these weak believers to stand firmly [establish]. It is important to note that Paul had al-
ready stated that this is not a 1ogical reasoning through the touchy issues. These weak believers are in
need of teaching, not about foods or clays but about how to live. Once they learn how to live I)y Paul’s
good news which involved living by grace in Christ, the issues of food, drink and days would resolve

18 The textual evidence strongly supports the inclusion of Romans 16:25-27 following 14:23 not as a
&oxological closing to this letter. In addition to the textual evidence, it fits the context well.

19 Tn the Majority text and other manuscripts these verses occur here.
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themselves. In 15:1 he again reminded the strong that it was their responsibility to bear as a burden
[BOCGTOCC(D] the weaknesses of the weak. They were to receive one another as Christ received them
(156:7-12).

Romans 16:17 —Respon(ling to those causing divisions within assemblies.

Romans 16:17 is an added note to the above section, as Paul closed this letter. The potential
conflict between the weak and strong believers could become serious. The believers needed to look out
carefully [cKoTE®] for those causing divisions contrary to the practical teaching which they had learned.
YKOTE® is the act of 1oolzing at criticaﬂy.zo The translation “mark” is based upon the noun form 6K0-
TOG a mark upon which one can fix his eye. The ones causing divisions were carnal. A1Y00TUO1, is a
work of the flesh involving a division within a group rather than away from a group (Galatians 2:20).
They were also making offenses. This translates GKOVOGAQ, a hindrance or road block. Paul had writ-
ten concerning road blocks in chapter 14. They consisted of actions in disregard of weak believers. Ac-
tions regarding days and foods hinder growth in the lives of the weak. The division would form along
lines of the strong and weak believers. Similar to Romans 14 Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 8:10-13 that
a believer can be hindered [GKOCVSOC)\ACOJ] })y o})serving another believer eat who has proper 12now1edge.
The weak brother’s conscience is built up to eat the thing which he doubts and accor(ling to Romans
14:23 he sins. Paul adds in 1 Corinthians 8:12 that the strong brother also sins by encouraging the weak
to eat when dou})ting. Paul had taugl'rt them not to do so. Such teaching was doctrine for faith and prac-
tice [SLSOCXT]] The divisions and offenses are contrary to the practical doctrine [SLSOCXT]] which tl'ley
had already learned.

Paul did not instruct the Romans to corner them or debate those who made divisions and hin-
drances. He instructed them to avoid them. EXKAMV® is to lean out or away with the idea of avoidance.

Rather than giving them attention, p]ain simple avoidance is the proper response.

2, Corinthians 10:5 Contending with false charges

Paul addressed nearly half of this letter to the prol)lem of false apost]es. These false apostles were
areal problem to him as they maligned Paul before the Corinthian saints, attempting to assert that he was
a false apostle and they were the genuine ones (2 Corinthians 10:7; 11:5; 12:11-12). These were not
only false apostles but Paul considered them ministers of Satan, transforming themselves as ministers of
righteousness (11:13-15). They claimed that Paul was only bold in writing but in presence was humble
(10:1). Paul could be bold in presence if necessary, (10:9-11; e.g. Acts 13:46; 16:18; 28:23-28).
When dealing with believers Paul’'s normal demeanor was gentle. Even when defending his apostleship
before the Corinthians, Paul did not enter into a debate. He didn’t even fight.

He considered this a soldiering. This was a Satanic struggle (10:3-4). The overt}lrowing of for-
tresses and overthrowing of 1ogica1 reasonings was done 1)y pointing to what he had taught and how he
had lived among them. Paul pointed to his manner in spealzing the good news. He did not use the ﬂeshly
standard of comparing one’s self with oneself (10:12). He did not boast in another’s standard of meas-
urement. If one is to boast, boast in the Lord (10:17). All believers equally stand in Christ and can boast
in Him. Paul contrasted his ministry to that of the false a.postles.

20 Q. Michel - Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich (eds.),Theo]ogical Dictionary of the New Testa-
ment; Abridged in One Volume, William B Eerdmans Publishing Company: Grand Rapids, 1985, p.
1048
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These attemptecl to corrupt the minds of the Corinthians and lead them astray (11:3). Their cor-
rupting deception was done })y announcing another similar Jesus which Paul didn’t preacl'x (11:4). Paul

didn’t announce the earthly life and activities of Jesus. Many do! The Corinthians were recelving a differ-
ent Spirit which they had not previously received. They were not being taught by the Spirit or having the
fruit which the Spirit alone can produce. T}ley also were receiving a different goo& news than that which
they had welcomed. These contrasts pointecl out that these men are not at all like Paul. Paul’s lznowleclge
had been plainly visible to the Corinthians (11:6). Paul’s soldiering was not according to fleshly motiva-
tion or works. He simply pointe(l back to his teaching.

Paul also pointed back to his conduct among the Corinthians. He had humbled himself while
among them (11:7). He had evangelized the good news as a gift, without charge (11:7). Other churches
had helped Paul but he had taken nothing from the Corinthians and would continue to take not}ling
(11:8-10). Paul did not do his work for monetary gain. His purpose was the edification of the
Corinthians.(12:19). In none of this did Paul resort to fleshly means of soldiering.

Philippians 3:17 Imitating goocl teaching when facing clogs

The saints in Philippi had to deal with some “evil workers of the concision” (3:1-2). Paul never
charged the Philippians to counter with rhetoric but to walk as they had Paul for a pattern (18). He didn’t
look back at his previous “re]igious" accomplishments, but continued pressing forward, attempting to an-
swer to the upwarcl call of God in Christ Jesus (3:9-14). Paul wanted to arrive at the out resurrection
from dead ones (3:11). This resurrection is not the Rapture but the po’cential &aily experience, to live in
one’s position in Christ so that he can experien’ciaﬂy know Christ's resurrection, sufferings and death
(3:10). Paul was concerned with how he lived out that resurrection. They were also to watch carefu”y
[CKOTTEM] any believers who walked as Paul walked. Instead of giving attention to the evil worlzs, they
were to watch those were 1iving properly. Again the emphasis is that a Biblical spiritual life is the best
means of dealing with false teaching.

1 Timothy 4:6 -Laying truth before believers while others clepart from the faith

“Some will depart from the faith.” It is common to point the finger of this passage at the liberal
churches “out there”. Paul warned Timothy of this because it would be a prol)lem in the Ep}lesian church.
For the modern believer, this is a potentia] local church prol)lem. Departing from the faith, is not a de-
parture from the doctrine of salvation but a cleparture from God’s revealed means of 1iving the spiritual
life [see The Faith a})ove].

Some might not think this too serious of an error. Some may even teach that God allows a vari-
ety of means to live the spiritual life. However, the seriousness of this departure is indicated in the words,
“siving attention to errant spirits and doctrines from demons.” This is not satanism. Spirits lead believers
astray. They lead them astray })y doctrine which is intended for the believer’s faith but not his practice
indicated })y the word 1ok This is not heresy a work of the flesh (Galatians 5:20). This mis-
use involves demons not the flesh, therefore a perversion of Scripture takes place. Such perversions in-
volve the prohibition of marriage and abstinence from foods. Abstinence from foods can be found in the
law but prol’li})ition of marriage 1s ]oeyoncl the bounds of the original text. Since it is a perversion, these
would also require abstinence from foods other than those which God has prohibite& under law. An ex-
ample can be seen in some elements of Seventh Day Adventism which teach a vegetarian diet for relig-
ious reasons. There are some in fundamental groups which teach religious vegetarianism. This is a per-

version of Scripture and a doctrine of demons.
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Paul told Timothy that he would be a good slave of Jesus Christ l)y placing these facts before the
brothers (4:6). TTCO‘EleT]Ml means “to place uncler; to lay down ... to suggest, recommend to attention.”?!
Timothy was to recommend to the attention of the brothers that God has provic].ecl all t}lings to be re-
ceived with thanksgiving (v. 5). This was accompanied by nourishing the brothers. Nourishing [ev-
TPEPW] is the act of J[‘ee(ling. Paul played off the issue of foods by this word. He was not writing about
p}lysical feecling but spiritual or mental nourishment. The nourishment consists of words: words of the
faith, words of good doctrine. The faith is again the doctrine of the spiritual life. The spiritual life is of
first importance in matters of practice. The doctrine [010aoKOALN] is doctrine for faith but not prac-
tice. Rather than arguing against those cleparting from the faith, is was better to accurately teach believers

the Scriptures which had been perverted. This doctrine was a perversion of Old Testament Scriptures.
The believers needed to see what those Old Testament Scriptures ac’cuaﬂy said and this would counter
such teaching well.

Finally, Timothy’s response to such twisted doctrine was to avoid it. Paul called such perverted
doctrines, myths, fictional stories which had little or no basis in fact. He further described these myths as
profane, that which is so horrid one would steer clear of it and old wives tales, that in which no one would
put serious confidence. Timothy’s avoidance of these is indicated by the verb TOPOLTEOUOL - from
ToPO - along side and LITE® - to ask. The derived meaning is to “decline receiving, refuse, reject.”??
Timothy was not to engage in a clialogue or a debate. He was to reject these myths. He was not to give at-
tention to them. He was to continue teaching the Biblically revealed spiritual life and accurately teach the
Scriptures which had been pervertecl. In doing this, he would be a good slave of Jesus Christ.

1 Timothy 6:5 Pursuing Godliness while others pursue Satanic perversions

In 1 Timothy &, Paul delineated how to handle matters both good and bad regar(ling various
people within an asseml)ly. Timot}ly was to teach and follow these things (6:3). However, some })eing
puffed up, would teach differently?® than Timothy was to teach (6:4). They would not give their atten-
tion to healthy words of our Lord Jesus Christ. Paul was not writing of all Christ's words as recorded in
Matthew —]o}]n. Paul equated New Testament doctrine with the words of our Lord. Paul himself was
given direct revelation from the Lord for the space of three years and then periodically throughout his
ministry (Galatians 116-17; cp 1 Corinthians 14:37; 11:23).

These words are measured })y [kata] gocﬂiness. Paul referred to gocﬂiness as a mystery truth
which is great (1 Timothy 3:16). Godliness is an exclusively New Testament truth. It was revealed in the
earthly life of Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 3:16). Godliness is the expression of God’s kind of life and na-
ture through a human form. It is a life which is honoring24E to God, not ]ay some superstitious acts but l)y
truly reflecting God’s character. This was not possible during Old Testament times as no Old Testament
saint had eternal life or shared in God’s kind of nature while tl'xey lived upon the earth (ep 1 ]ohn 5:11,
12; 2 Peter 1:4). Since the words are measured l)y a mystery truth, the words of Christ are those of Paul
and the other Apostles as well as those in ]ohn 13-17.

21 Green, op cit, p. 195
22 ibid p. 137
23 e1ePOOIOUOKUAED €TEPOC-- different and SIOUCKAUAE® - to teach

24 The noun evoefio describes devoutness in the Jewish and secular religious system. The New Testa-

ment alters this idea as the believer genuinely shows out God’s character.
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Those who teach differently pervert doctrine for faith only, indicated by the word d18aoK0-
Ao They do not understand anything. Tl’ley so pervert truth that the real meaning 1s lost. They are
mentally diseased about clisputes and wars invo]ving words [A.OYOM(XXIOCC_,], that is verbal, fights over
semantics.?® Disputes [CT]TSLQ] are searches or seelzings that turned into debates for that which is sought.
These enjoy clel)ating. The outcome of their searches and fights are envy, strife, Hasphemy and evil suspi-

cions. They resent other’s well being, ie. envy, they argue or are cantankerous, ie. strife, they misattribute
acts and character regarding others, i.e. Maspl’lemy, they are always suspicious that others lack in charac-
ter, suspecting that everything is worse than it appears. Their minds are corrupted in a state of mental
rust or clecay (6:4). They have turned themselves away from the truth. The truth delineates how the be-
liever may have victory over the sin nature so that God’s character can be seen. They don’t want such
truth and turn themselves away from it.

They suppose godliness is a means of gain (6:5). They seek material prosperity. They have twisted
doctrine for faith only l)y misusing God’s promises to Israel for material prosperity. It is possikle that
they also twisted truths such as the Sermon on the Mount, which is for faith but not for the Grace be-
liever’s practice. Many believers twist the Sermon on the Mount as a basis for prosperity 1)y misusing such
texts as, “You seek first the Izing(lom of God and His righteousness and all these t}lings shall be added
unto you.” (Matthew 6:33). Yet Christ’s words in anticipation of the church were to “love one another as
have loved you” (]ohn 13:34), to love by ulaying down his life for his friends” (]olln 15:13). Rather than
seelzing the best for another believer without regarcl to personal cost, these are seelzing to get gain and
suppose that gocﬂiness s a way of reaching that goal. Timothy is not told to deal with them, or to lecture
them or debate them. He is to withdraw himself.?® Timothy is just to stay away from them.

2 Timothy 2:18 - Cleansing one’s self from from false teachers

At Ephesus, some teachers had misplaced the resurrection, claiming it had alreacly taken p]ace (2
Timothy 2:17-18). Many amillenialists, especiaHy full preterists teach that the resurrection has alrea(ly
taken place. They make the resurrection spiritual rather than literal and physical. Such teaching over-
turned the faith of some. This was their faith in the faith. Our Lord gives a victor's wreathe of righteous—
ness to those loving His appearing (4:8). It is a crown of righteousness because the anticipation of our
Lord’s soon coming for His saints, motivates the believer to live the spiritual life as God revealed. When
someone says that the resurrection has already taken place, it overturns the proper grace motivation to
live the spiritual life.

Paul reminded Timothy of a faithful word (2 Timothy 2:11-13). Each of the foﬂowing four

statements is a First Class Condition. “The “if” does not imply any uncertainty or doubt but for purposes

of presentation is regarcle(l as fulfilled, as true;”?”

28 The verb is built from the root LY OUaL- “to fight or quarrel” Green, op cit. p. 114. This word is
compounded with 0€0¢ in Acts 5:39, Ogopayot “gocl fighters", specifically, those who {igl’lt god. Itis
compounded with Op10V a wild beast, in 1 Corinthians 15:32 ONPLOUOYE® - to fight a wild beast. If
these compouncl words consistently illustrate the idea, then kOYOMOCXS(D isa {;ig}lt against words.

26 This ending, oPLoOTOGO OTTO TV TOLOVTOV is omitted in some texts. See the United Bible Soci-
ety text for extensive evidence in favor of its inclusion. The Nestle-Aland text presents the textual evi-

dence in favor of their judgment, omitting many manuscripts which include this ending.

27D, Edmond Hiebert, Second Timothy; Mooely Press: Chicago, 1958, p. 62.
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Since it is true that we died with Him, we will also co-live with Him.

Since it is true that we are patient, we will also co-reign with Him;

Since it is true that we say “no”, He will also say “no” to us.
Since it is true that we are unfaithful, That one remains faithful,
He is not able to say “no” to Himself.
The certainty communicated in those lines is meant to encourage saints. [t counters many false teachings
which make the believer’s salvation, past, present or future dependent mainly or totally upon him.

“Nevertheiess, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seai, “The Lord knows the

ones who are His.” and “Let everyone naming the name of the Lorcl, clepart from unright—

eousness.” (2 Timothy 2:19).

Timothy was to remind the believers of these things (2 Timothy 2:14). While remin(ling them,
he was to seriously testiiy that they should not war or i:ight i)y words. This is the same word used in
1 Timothy 6:4 translated “disputes” or “strifes over words”. Timothy was not to fight words. Paul him-
seli, when writing the Corinthians, said that when he would arrive he would know not the words of those
puifeci up but the power (1 Corinthians 4:19). In the face of such serious claims it is tempting to engage
in such a war but Paul pointed out that it is not useful [YpNG1WOG]. In fact, rather than accomplishing
the intended goal, it overthrows those who are hearing the verbal battle. “Overthrows” translates KO-
TACTPOPN from KOCTOC—ciown, against and oTPOPN [<G’Cp8(p(,0] to turn, thereiore, to turn down
against or to twist down against. Our English word catastrophe is derived from this word and may vividly
illustrate Paul’s point. It is normal to think that a verbal battle will correct such proi)iems but inevita]aly
endsin a spirituai catastrophe.

Timothy was to be eager, diligent, “keep at it” to present himself to God as an unashamed worker
(2 Timothy 2:15). He could do this by cutting a straig}it clear path regarding the Truth. The Truth,
again, is the means of victory over the sin nature. In the iight of error, Timothy should keep on cutting a
straight course! He shouldn’t deviate. He shouldn’t become distracted! For himself, he was to shun or re-
main aloof [TCEpL]G’CT]},Ll] of voices or c}iatterings which had no content. The words of the false teachers,
with no content are like gangrene. Timothy is to go around such, and not engage them in a war of words.

Paul picturecl Timothy’s response to the false teachers to that of a houschold full of utensils.
Some of the utensils are common and some are speciai. Timothy was to cleanse himself of these peopie,
keeping clear of such false teachers, remain aloof of them or going around. By doing so, Timothy, and

any other who would ol)ey this instruction would be a utensil for honor l'iaving been set apart to be used

})y the Master and prepared for every gooci work (2:20, 21).

2 Tirnot}iy 2:23-26 Avoiding disputes

The ioilowing section is a continuation of the prececling verses. [tis a goocl example of the dan-
gers which result from engaging in debates. It begins with Paul's charge for Timothy to flee youthful lusts
(2 Tirnot}iy 2:22). Timot}iy was possi]oly between the ages of 37 and 43. In this context “youthiul lusts”
describe strong desires to jump into this mental melee and i)egin to argue and iight over words. In con-
trast to strife and iigiiting, Timothy was to pursue righteousness, faith , love and peace with those calling
on the Lord out of a pure heart. Rather than ﬁg}lt with the false teac}iers, he was to pursue these good
qualities with those believers who were iiving the spiritual life.

Timothy was to beg off or reject moronic?® and unlearned disputes or debates. He needed to
know that these will oniy result in wars or iigi'i’cs. Debates do not aid in lznowing God’s truth. It is neces-

28 nopog describes a (ieiiciency, in many instance a mental cleiiciency.
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sary that God’s slave does not fig}lt (2 Timothy 2:24). He must be gentle, expressing teac}ling, and for-
Learing. Gentle is a term descrihing a soft manner towards a child. AtdoKTIKOV describes one who

teaches or is characterized })y teac}ling. Forbearance is putting up with another’s activity which is annoy-

ing or distasteful but not wrong.?? “Meckness is a tameness of spirit, ...a control of the mind which keeps
the mind directed at the o]ajec’c without distractions.”3? Timothy needed to train these in the basics, with
cliscipline and proper motivation [TTOOEVL®] (2 Timothy 2;25). Timothy’s demeanor, while teac}]ing,
would be a good example of how these should be facing false doctrine.

Those in need of this training were opposing themselves [Middle voice]. Such training was with
the hope that God would give them repentance to a full experien’cia] 12now1ec1ge. Paul’s use of EMLYVOO1IQ
meant that these were believers. Tl’ley had some experiential lznowledge but hadn’t gone further so that
such truths had become a real part of their lives. The goal was that these regain their senses out of the
snare of the devil. They had been caught alive l)y Satan. By attempting to debate and oppose this false
teaching, they had opposed themselves. T}ley were ensnared because of Satan’s desirous will. Paul men-
tioned some works of the flesh. Satan does not and can not control the flesh. Satan has organized a sys-
tem which provicles opportunities for various works of the flesh to vent. This is called the world. The
world system gives adherence to debate as a vent for cantankerous argumentation [EP1C] (ep 1 Corinthi-
ans 1:20 - G’DCT]’ET[‘CT]Q; Galatians 5:20). Perhaps, God would give these the opportunity to change
their minds and recover the so})riety, realizing that this method does not accomplish God’s purpose for
the believer's spiritual life.

2 Timothy 3:1-5 What to do in hard times

Again, Paul’s warning of the type of men Timothy would encounter was not directed at the un-
saved “out there.” Romans 1:29-32 indicates these types of men have been around since shortly after the
flood. Paul wrote to Timothy about people in the Church. These resist the Truth [victory over the sin
nature] in a manner similar to Jannes and ]aml)resr resistance to Moses (3:8). T}ley oppose the truth l)y
having a form of gocuiness but denying the power pertaining to godliness (3:5).

Timothy is not to concern himself with them. Their ignorance and mindlessness will eventually

become plain to all (3:9). Timothy is simply to turn away from this sort of people (3:5). He is to continue
in the things which he has learned and concerning which he been made confident (3:14).

2 Timothy 4:2-5 When believers will not put up with healthy doctrine

“Preach the Word!” So the verse is rendered in most translations. From this some have clevelope(l
an artificial distinction between preac}ling and teaching. Paul charges meant that Timothy’s teaching of
the Word was to be done with authority, as one heralding a message. He wouldn’t do this with practiced
oratory or hours in a homiletics lab. He did this by thoroughly 12nowing the Word and then teaching it so
clearly and accurately that the on]y means of rejecting what was taught was to reject God’s Word. (After
showing a friend scriptures regarding an issue in which he was involved, he responded, “I don’t care what
that says, | know what I've felt!n) Too often the powerful preaching of skilled spealzers lacks any Biblical
authority and doesn’t come close ol)eying this c}large.

29 Speaking with a mouthful full of food is distasteful but is not unrighteous and may require forbearance
on the part of others.

SOHL. Sc}lafer, The Spiritual Christian; Dispensa’cional Theological Seminary: Gaston,Or, 1996,p.52
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Timothy was to speak the word with authority, being ready when it was seasonable and unseason-

able. He needed to reprove, rebuke, and exhort. This is accomplishecl })y 1ong—su££ering [he may suﬁering
due to these people] and doctrine. Doctrine is that which is to be believed and practicecl [81606%1’]] Timo-
thy did this knowing that the time was coming when believers would not put up with healthy doctrine
which is for faith alone (4:3). They would want to be taught how to live by that kind of truth, t}lough that
truth is not for practice. Teaching the word with aut}lority would be harder when there is an abundance of
teachers willing to teach Old Testament truth in an unhealthy manner. There would be so many of this
sort of teacher that Paul wrote, “they will heap up in piles teachers ...” They would tickle the ears of those
who have turned away from the truth and turned to myt}ls (4:4). Timothy was to reprove, rebuke and ex-
hort believers by continuing to speak the Word!

Titus 1:10-16

Among Titus’s responsi]ailities on Crete was the appointment of elders for the churches. The
churches needed competent elc].ers/l)is}lops/pastors (1:5). Paul provi&ecl Titus a list of qualifications for
the men that he could appoint to these churches (1:6—9). Such men must hold firmly to the faithful [de—
pendable] word which is measured l)y doctrine. Since this kind of doctrine [SLSOCXT]] is for the believer’s
faith and practice, he can depend upon it for clai]y 1iving. These men must know what scriptures are for
their faith and what scriptures are for their faith and practice. Knowing this keeps doctrine which is only
for faith [d1dacKOALO] healthy. He is then able to use this healthy doctrine to exhort and reprove those
who are opposing. The best means of countering those who misuse the Old Testament, which is part of
the SLS(XGKO(,)LLOC, is the proper use of the Old Testament. The elder can then encourage the opposing
believer to join him and reprove this misuse.

The elders on Crete would face many who would oppose (1:10). These would not submit. They
would spealz things that have no result3!. Tl’ley would also lead astray the believers” frame of mincl, en-
couraging them to restrictively frame their minds with the wrong truths. They would overturn whole
households, teaching things which they should not. They taught for the sake of base gain. They consid-
ered pastoring a money malzing career rather than a spiritual gift for the benefit of others.

Titus and the elders were to shut the mouths of these teachers (1:11). The verb meant to muzzle
the mouth. Because these are believers, Titus and the elders muzzled them by sharply reproving them to
be healt}ly in the faith. The reproojf would point to the spiritual life accura’tely and what was truly meant
})y the unhealt}ly [misapplied] doctrine. The adverb “sharply" is a reminder that this is not a debate. The
word literally meant to cut off from. The elders were not to discuss this with these men but show them the
convineing facts of truth and cut it off.

Paul further explaine(l the prol)lems of these errant teachers in verses 14-16. 2:1 states the best
recourse in the face of this oncoming prolalern. Titus was to spealz the things which were conspicuously
fitting or suitable to healthy doctrine which is for faith only. When Titus taught believers how to live the
spiritual life, he was to do so from the proper scriptures. When he taught truth which is not for the be-

liever’s practice, he was to leave it that way and not imply any kind of application.

Titus 3: 9-10 Han(ﬂing a heretic
As Paul l)egan to close this letter to Titus, he returned to the prolalem addressed in chapter one.
Titus was to avoid [TCSpiG‘CT]]J,L] Moronic debates and genealogies (3:9). He was to avoid strifes and

31 The word “idle” or “vain” is LA TOL0G - that which is empty in outcome or result.
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fights characterized by the law. As he had written to Timothy, so he wrote Titus that such fights are un-
profita]:)le and have no positive result [Lwortorog). Though popular christian opinion is that such fights
are necessary and the responsil)ility of the pastor/t}leologian, they do not have the results which accom-

plish God’s purpose.

The people who wished to engage in these debates and ﬁghts were not su]amitting to God’s Word
but ma]eing choices about what they would do. This is heresy, a conscious c}loosing what one will do
rather than accepting God'’s plainly revealed Word. As a result these are heretics or people characterized
Ly heresy.32 “In the literal and original sense, a heretic was one who makes a choice which pleases him,
independent of other considerations.”> Titus was to admonish a heretic. If he would not c}lange after a
second admonition, Titus was to reject or decline him. He does so knowing objectively that this one has

been perverte(l, 1s sinning and self condemned. Admonish a heretic once, twice and then avoid him.

2 Peter 3:9-11 Growing by grace

Peter wrote this second letter to encourage the believers in their &aily conduct (3:11). The con-
duct of these believers was being influenced by false teachers claiming that everything was continuing as
it has always taken place, and that God has not intervened in human history (3:3-5). Such teaching be-
came the basis of the others fo]]owing their lewd conduct (2:2-3). These false teachers were lea&ing be-
lievers to return to works of the flesh (2:20-21).

A proper perspective regartling the short-term nature of all these things, and God’s imminent
intervention in human history as well has His previous interventions is an encouragement to live in light
of the future. Teaching believers about God’s coming destruction of all these things and the error of uni-
formitarianism is an incentive to live one’s daily repetitious life in holiness and go&liness (3:9-11).
Therefore, one should grow l)y grace and an experiential lznow]eclge (3:18). Peter did not confront the
false teachers. He addressed the believers and demonstrated the error of the false teachers. He also

pointed to the correct perspective and the means of growth.

1 John 2:17#f Responding to those who depart over doctrine

The assem]aly which ]o}ln wrote had experience(l a “church - splitn. A number of individuals
which ]ohn identified as anti-christs had left the churches (1 ]ohn 2:19). These individuals were now
being heard loy the world because they were of the world. Because the believers who had remained behind
were God’s children, the world was not hearing the believers (1 ]ohn 4:1-6).

]ohn addressed the “young men” twice. The young men had been victorious regarcling the evil one
(2:13). These believers had learned to have victory over Satan. They had learned to put on the whole ar-
mor of God so they could resist Satan (Ephesians 6:11). The verb “to have victory’ [VIKO®] is Perfect in
tense. T}ley had victory in the past with the result that they were still in the state of having victory. Be-
cause believers must be empowered in the Lord before putting on the armor (Ephesians 6:10) these were
having victory over the sin nature (cp Romans 6:11). In verse 14, ]ohn added that the Word of God was
at ease in them. These believers had grown to the point that they were no 1onger wrestling with Scriptures.

32 aupeopont -the verb meaning to pick or choose is the basis of heresy, choosing for one’s self [the Mid-
dle voice] how one will use Scripture, rather than submitting to what God has plainly revealed.

33 Homer Kent, Jr. The Pastor Epistles; Moody Press: Chicago, 1988, p. 24:5.
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They had made significant progress in their spiritual grow’ch. ]ol’m’s description is commenc].a’tory of their

progress.

The “young men” did have a problem! 1 ]o}ln 2:15-17 addressed that prol)lem.

Stop loving the world, neither the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love
for the Father is not in him. Because everything in the world: the lusts of the flesh and
the lusts of the eyes and the empty boasting of life, is not from the Father but on the
contrary it is from the world. And the World is passing away and the lusts of it. But the

one cloing the desirous will of God, he remains at ease into the age.

While these believers were having victory over two spiritua] enemies and the Word of God was at ease in
them, the world was still an object of their love. ]ohn tells them to “stop 10Ving" it. WN OLYOLTTOLTE is an
Imperative charge. “The negative particle un is to be used, and the construction prohibits the continu-
ance of an act which is in progress. [t may well be translated “Stop ...”"3* These believers were loving the
world system!

To understand how believers, commended for their progress could be loving the world it is neces-
sary to understand the world system. It is also necessary to understand how they were loving it. World is a
translation of the Greek KOOWOG an organizecl system.3® It is a system organizecl under Satan’s
direction.® Satan is the ruler of this organized system (John 12:31; 14:30). It is a system which hates
God, Christ and His people (]ohn 15:18; 17:14). Tt is a system which has its own lusts (Titus 2:12). Tt is
a system characterized I)y the present evil age (Ephesians 2:2 “course” is “age”). It is a system which hon-
ors wisdom, writing and debates (1 Corinthians 1:20).

These believers were 1oving ]Jy laying down their lives for this system. They were attempting to
use its methods to appeal to its constituents. T}ley desired the world to hear them as it heard those of the
world. To these, Jolln wrote, “stop loving the world!” Employing the world’s methods to reach the world is
not God’s plan and it will not work. The methods as part of the world system would have involved reli-
ance upon this wisdom, writing and debates. But God is not using these. The world system has not come
to know God by wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:21).

For the sake of the spirituaﬂy young believers, which ]ohn called “little born ones” and “little
1earners37, he described the nature and error of these antichrists. T}ley departecl from the assem})ly38 be-
cause they were not of the assembly (1 John 2:19). The preposition €K indicates source. These antichrists
did not have a source among the believers. In fact, t}ley were children of the devil (3:10). These anti-

34 Ray Summer Essentials of New Testament Greelz, Nashville: Broadman, 1950, p. 113.

38 “5rder, regular disposition, ... the world, the material universe, ... the aggregate of mankind, ... the pub-
g P ggreg P

lic ...” Thomas Sheldon Green op cit. pp. 104-105

36 There are various usages of KOGUOC. For further stu(ly consult a concordance such as Englishman's
Greek Concordance. See also H.L Schafer’s The World System and Other Appeals 1997.

37 ]o}ln does not use TEKVOV - child or TOLG - young 1earning child but the diminutive forms T€KVIOV -
little children and Tottd10v little learning children.

38 Historically there is good evidence that John was writing to more than one church in the region sur-

roun(ling Ephesus.
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christs denied that Jesus is the Christ (2:22). This is the New Testament usage of “Christ” which empha-
sizes Jesus’ resurrected and glorified status (Acts 2:36) in contrast to the Gospels’ emphasis on His lzing—

ship with reference to Israel. These antichrist were clenying the literal })oclily permanent resurrection of
Jesus (cp 4:3). Bither all or some also denied Jesus' deity, thereby denying the Father and the Son
(2:22-23). These were blatant unbelievers in essentials of the gospel: Jesus real humanity, &eity and res-
urrection.

After explaining the problem, John delineated the response in 2:27. They were to allow their
anointing, the Holy Spirit, to teach them. They were to o})ey the Holy Spirit’s instruction to abide in
Christ! They needed to remember their status as children (3:1) and their future (3:2). The young believ-
ers needed to love other believers by their actions not by their words enjoying the free access to God
(3:16-22). Again, the best response is to })egin or continue 1iving the spiritual life. Reliance upon the
world’s methods, trying to meet the world where it is, is 1oving the world system.

2 John 7-10

]ohn wrote these same churches again. There were many deceivers who had gone out into the
world (7). These deceivers did not confess Jesus Christ coming in flesh. Coming is a Present tense parti-
ciple. The deceivers did not believe or state the Jesus is coming in flesh. They did not believe in the real
bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. As he wrote in the first letter, he again identified these deceivers as
antichrists. Because they had gone beyond the practical doctrine concerning Christ, they did not have
God (9). These are unbelievers.

How should these saints responcl to these men? John wrote that t}ley should not receive them into
their homes (10). They shouldn’t even greet them. The common greeting was “Joy!” They were not to ex-
tend such a greeting to any who denied the real bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. ]ohn’s Spirit-led re-

sponse 1s different from that popu]arly espousecl in christendom.

Scriptures which lay emphasis on the importance of the believer’s conduct matching God’s revelation for
him.

The New Testament writers did not encourage the confrontation of false teachers. They taught
the avoidance of such teachers. Tl’ley also laid emp}lasis upon continuing to teach proper truth and con-
tinuing to properly live the spiritual life. The foﬂowing sample of Scriptures demonstrate how important
it is that a believer’s conduct match what the believer teaches. His conduct also counters false teaching.

1 Corinthians 9:24:-27 -Practice which matches preaching

The manner in which one lives his life is important in a conflict. Paul wrote the Corinthians that
he treated himself severely so that he would not be unapproved after having preacl'lecl to others. The
Authorized Version’s translation “castaway” has led some to erroneously conclude that Paul taught one
could lose salvation. The Greek OCSOKL},I,OQ is the opposite of SOKLMOQ approval. It is derived from the
verb BOKLMOCC(D, to test for the purpose of J_etermining what is of value.3? Paul did not desire to teach
others how to live and then himself live a life which failed to receive a stamp of approval. His manner of
life demonstrated that the what is taught does indeed work!

Ephesians 5:13 -Countering the darkness by a walk of 1ight

39 The other New Testament word for test, TEPOAL®, is a temptation, a test to determine what is lacking

in character.
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Asin 1 Corinthians 9 this passages addresses practice. Some of the Ephesians saints were living

in a manner which resembled unbelievers. Paul picture(]. the un})elieving community as a grave yar(l. The
“sleeping" saints needed to arise out from among the dead ones and Christ would shine the light consist-
ing of His life by*? them (5:14; John 1:4). All things which are reproved are made plainly visible by the
1ig}1t (5:13). If the believers would live out Christ’s life consisting of 1ight, then the very quality of their
life would be the convincing proof that shed 1ig}lt upon the unfruitful works of darkness (6:11). Christ’s

life seen through a believer is proo{ that others’ works lack in character.

2, Thessalonians 3:6 —Dealing with lazy insubordinate believers

While the Thessalonians faced some false teaching, especially with regarc]. to the day of the Lord,
Paul only corrected the error that had been communicated. The error which Paul did address involved
1iving in hght of the clepar’cure of the saints to be with Christ (2:1-2). Paul demonstrated Ly his lifestyle
among them, how a believer should work while waiting for the Lord’s soon appearing. Some in Thessa-
lonica were Iet’cing the Church foot the bill. These brothers were waﬂzing disorderly and not accortling to
the tradition or thing past on which they received from Paul. T}ley had become })usy bodies. (13-15).
Those who were living correctly were to avoid or stay away from every brother who walked about in this
&isorderly manner (3:0). While they awaited the Lord’s appearing they were not to lose heart in doing
goocl (3:13). They were not to lzeep company or mingle with the brothers who would not ol)ey Paul’s word
(3:14). They were not to deem him an enemy but admonish him as a brother. (3:15). Since this passage
deals with practical conduct among believers, there is some teacl'xing in the form of an admonition. The
Thessalonians were not confronting false false teachers therefore they could admonish another believer

regarding his conduct.

1 Peter 5:3 Elders are to be a type

This passage 1s included because it is the very baclzground to the repea’ted responses. Elders are
pastors so they are able to shepherd (6:2). T}ley are also overseers [})ishops], so they can oversee the flock
of God. As pointecl out the three lzey responsi})ilities of the elder revealed in Scripture are feecling, watch-
ing and 1eading a local flock. It is a common temptation for Pastors to take on issues and to react thus
&eviating from his first responsil)ilities. All three are of these are mentioned here: feed [tend], talzing the
oversight, }Jeing ensamples.

As has been observed the best means of countering false teaching is to continue to feed the flock.
Believers needs a consistent regular diet of God’s Word, especia”y as it addresses their relationship to
God. This is too often 1aclzing in assemblies which are emp}lasizing outreach, teac}ling on political and
world issues, and the popular concerns of christendom. They have little time to really teach God’s people.
Such time is usually reserved for a Sunday School class. Pastors prepare sermons instead of simply teach-
ing God’s Word with authority.

Pastors do need to watch for spiritual dangers. As seen in Acts 20, the dangers were not outside
the asseml)ly but within. So the pastor needs to know what is happening among the sl’leep. He needs to
know what is })eing taught among the believers, even the believers who are children.

Finally, and at least as important as the first two, the pastor is to be an example. His conduct
should match what he is teacl'xing. If he explains how to have victory over the three spiritual enemies, he
ought to be practicing that and experiencing victory. If explains how believers are to interact with other

members of the body of Christ, then he should be doing that also. People do learn by hearing truth but

40 “By them” interprets the pronoun OOl as Instrumental in case.
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they also learn by seeing it modeled. If truth is only objective [0100t] and not becoming experiential
[Yvooig] and iuiiy experientiai [ET1YVOO1IE] in one’s life there is a proijiem. Thereiore, having taught
truth, the pastor lives that truth. This both teaches and counters false teaching.

[ Peter 3:15 Rea(iy with an answer

This verse is almost the marching orders for most apoiogetic ministries. In Evidence That De-
mands a Verdict ]OS]’I McDowell lists it first in a set of verses supposed to support apologe’cics.ZJdl The title
“Apoiogist" describes a wide variety of individuals. At the extreme are those who believe the Bible and its
truths need cleienciing, perhaps regarcling evolution, its genuineness, its presentation of God. The more
realistic apologist sticks to God’s Word, realizing it is sufficient and recognizing that apart from the
Spirit’s work in an unbeliever no amount of prooi will result in faith!

However, Peter’s verse is not a broad statement in support of giving answers. Peter was writing to
dispersed believers (1 Peter 1:1, 2). They were experiencing real hardships. He described them, “yet since
it is necessary, you are Leing grieve(i a little while ]ay various temptations,” (1:6). Later he wrote, “Be-
loveci, don’t thiniz, it is strange, the fire that has come to be among you for your temptation, as a strange
thing is happening to you.” (4:12). Under these circumstances, many were suffering though they were
1iving properly (3:14).

Peter instructed them to responcl to these sui:ierings and difficulties i)y setting Christ apart as
Lord.*? Peter uses a double Accusative, both Lord and Christ being in the Accusative case. Christ has the
definite article which leaves Lord in the pre(iicate position, “Christ as Lord”. Tt is the believer's responsi-
i)iiity to recognize Christ’s Lor(isilip! It is the believer’s responsii)iiity to make Christ Lord!

With Christ in His rightful place, within the believer's heart, the believer should be prepared to
give an answer to those asizing concerning the hope that is within him. The hope within the believer is
based upon various works of God. Is the believer to explain how Christ indwells, sharing His life so that
he may have the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27)7 Is the believer to explain how the Father’s sced is in
him so that the he has the greatest promise of i)eing able to share in common in God’s kind of nature (2
Peter 1:4)7 These two exampies demonstrate that a detailed explana’cion of the believer’s ilope is not Pe-
ter’s thougi'it. “Hope” is in the Genitive case and prececied i)y the preposition TTEPL. Dana and Mantey
point out that in such a construction, a generai relationship 1s irnpiie(i.43 Peter is concerned with a gen-
eral answer. That answer is that Jesus Christ, God in flesh,

“died on the cross in piace of our sins according to the Scriptures, He was buried and He

rose again the third day, accor(iing to the Scriptures” 1 Corinthians 15:3,4
Additionally, through believing in Him as described, one can have the forgiveness of sins (cp Acts
13:38-39). That is conciseiy the answer generally for the hope that is within me! An unbeliever can not
comprehen(i the details of present tense salvation. Neither does the Hoiy Spirit convince the unbeliever
of anything aside from the matters addressed l)y the Gospel (cp ]ohn 16:8-10). Therefore the generai

answer is primariiy the gospei. [tis not an apologetic for the pagan.

41 Evidence That Demands a Verdict, rev.; Here's Life Publishers: San Bernadino, CA. 1986, p. 1

42 The Majority text uniiormiy supports “God” rather than “Christ”. The textual evidence is quite eveniy
divided between the two words, for which see the United Bible Society text, op cit.. “Christ” makes more

sense in the context.

43 Dana & Mantey, op cit. p. 109
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Hebrews 13:7 Seeing the Outcome of their conduct

Paul wrote Hebrews instructing these christians to leave ]uclaism behind while they were able (cp
Hebrews 13:13 - “let us go out to Him, outside the camp”). These believes had never left Judaism (cp
Acts 21:20). Paul encourage(i them to go ]oeyond the basics of Christianity and rise above to their posi-
tion in Christ at the throne of grace (6:1-2; 4:8-16; 10:19-22). Tiley had shephercls that led them, who
spoke the Word of God to them. They were to imitate their faith by watching the outcome of their daily
conduct. These men were to live in a manner which matched what they taugi'it concerning God’s Word.
The saints were not told to imitate their actions but their faith. One can imitate faith l)y 1iving the spiri-
tual life in the manner which the leaders were teaci'iing it. The leaders believed God’s promises and lived

in 1ight of them so these believers were to do the same. Again, conduct and teaciling should go hand in
hand.

Conclusion

Through the history of Ci}ristianity from the Apostolic fathers such as Polycarp down to the pre-
sent, many have promoted the need to give a rationale defense of the faith. In many cases these have be-
come long drawn out battles with blatant unbelievers. A(l(iitionally the church has faced a myria(i of doc-
trinal deviations, many repea’cecl within the church. These deviations have been the basis of councils and
J.el)ates, often times talzing piace in the learned ivory towers. The battles over words have confused peo-
ple. As a result the average believer has considered these tl'iings ridiculous. Paul wrote the Corinthians
that it is necessary that there are some heretics among you, so that those who are approvecl can be plainly
seen (1 Corinthians 11:19). By clirecting her attention to all these issues, the Church has often been so
distracted from the things to which God intended for her that believers are spiritua”y emaciated and un-
able to contend with these proi)iems when t}ley personaﬂy confront them.

Such distractions unwittingly encourage believers to engage in works of the flesh to accomplish
what they perceive to be God’s purpose. Some even become ensnared to Satan. God never encourages
believers to resort to ﬂeshiy means.

Many of these problems have existed at the fault of believers; believers who have failed to under-
stand God’s real purpose for His Church; believers who have failed to understand God’s real purpose for
the pastor—teacher/e]cler/i)isilop, believers who have failed to recognize the Scriptures piain teaciling re-
garcling such prol)lems.

The Church is an asseml)ly of God’s people for the edification of those people. It is not a com-
munity. [t is not the community. [t does not include unbelievers. It at no time needs to justiiy itself or its
message to the world. It is here to the glory of God alone! It is a work of God through which God is mak-
ing known to spirit l)eings His multifaceted wisdom and will make known some of the riches of grace
through kindness in the coming ages (Ephesians 2:7; 3:9-11).

The pastor-teacher/elder/bishop is gifted to shepherd God’s flock. He is not placed to oversee the
unsaved or reach the unsaved. He is to feed the flock God’s Word which is for the flock’s faith and prac-
tice. He is to watch and warn the flock of spiritual clangers. He does not warn the flock i)y an abundance
of teac}iing on false teac}iing. He warns l)y teacliing the truth so thoroughiy that when the false teaciling
is seen it is plainiy seen to be false and in contradiction to God’s plan.

It has been seen in several of the passages considered that engaging in debates irequently results
in works of the flesh. Strife is a work of the flesh. Envy is a work of the flesh. Division is a work of the
flesh. All these and more are potential results of engaging in debates. The believer should not engage in

that which encourages carnality.
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The Scriptures plainly reveal that an apostles, pastor—teacher or any grace believer is not to argue,

ﬁght, debate or in anyway enter into a verbal exchange with false teachers whether believers or unbeliev-
ers. Bach is to continue to teach and hold to New Testament truth for his faith and practice. This is
God’s prescribed method of facing doctrinal deviations.
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Different uses of ToTIC [{aith] with the article in New Testament Grace Revelation

“The” is an article of previous

re]cerence

“The” indicates a particular atti-
tude or act of faith, e.g. use of
faith as fruit from the Spirit.

“The” indicates a particular con-
tent of faith - namely truths re-
gar&ing the spiritual life.

Romans 3:30, 31; 12:6
Galatians 3:14 (from 9,11),23
(2x), 25, 26 (3:24)

Hebrews 11:39; 12:2

James 2:17, 18, 20, 22, 26 (v.
14)

Acts 13:8

Romans 4:11; 10:8

2 Corinthians 4:13; 10:15
Galatians 1:23; 6:10
Ephesians 1:15;3:12, 17
Philippians 1:25, 27; 2:17; 3:9
Colossians 1:4; 2:5,12

1 Thessalonians 13,8

2 Thessalonians 1:3, 4, 11; 3:2
2 Timothy 1:5

Philemon 5,6

Hebrews 4:2; 13:7

James 1:3; 2:1; 5:15

1 Peter 1:7, 9

2 Peter 1:5

1 ]ohn 5:4

]ude 20

Revelation 2:13, 19

2 Corinthians 1:24

Ephesians 4:13; 6:16
Colossians 1:23; 2:7

1 Thessalonians 3:2,6,6,7,10
1 Timo’chy 3:0; 4:1, 6; 5:8, 12;
6:10, 12,21

2 Timothy 2:18; 3:8, 10; 4:7
Titus 1:13; 2:2

Hebrews 12:2

James 1:3

1 Peter 1:21; 5.9

]ude 3
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APPENDIX 2

Words used to &escri})e t}le avoi(lance o£ an(l response to false teachers

Reprove [EAEYY®] - This word describes the use of truth to prove a fact in a manner which is convincing.
Bi]olica”y, the emphasis 1s upon the Biblical truth not an logical argument.

Rebuke - [EMTILO®] - Built upon the word for honor, rebuke is the c}large Lrought against one who has
failed to live up to that which is honorable. Upon the value or honor there is a charge made.

Exhort —[TCOCDOCKOC)\,SCO] and exhortation [TCOCpOCK)»T]Glg] - If one has made progress in an area, he can
then turn and call in alongsicle others. He is caﬂing them to join him. He is encouraging them that they
too can make it to where he is, either physically or in Scripture spiritually.

Admonish - [VvouvOew] - Placing a fact in the mind is intended to cause a believer to see his error. Ad-
monition involves a “No!” but it does so })y putting the believers in mind of that which is true.

Refuse - [Tapartte®] - Originally this was the act of asking to be dismissed or asking to be let aside
from a matter. Paul’s use of this word emphasizes an individual’s dismissal of himself or moving aside
from a matter.

Avoid - [TeprioTnuUl] - Etymologically this word meant to stand around, with the idea of going around,
steering clear of something. One sees an error and goes around it.

Avoid [exkAMv®] -While it meant to lead back or out, it metap}loricaﬂy meant to lean out of the way of
an error or one causing an error. Giving free passage is not the idea but rather not getting into a conflict
with them is! Don't give them the time of day!

Cleanse [EKKOCGOLP(D] - This is simply a strengt}lenecl form of the word “cleanse", “to clean out”.
Contend [emory®viLopo]- This is a strengthened form of the word struggle or agony. It describes real
effort in a contest or cl’la”enge. It does not describe a verb or doctrinal contest but one involving the be-
liever consistently living the spiritual life even while others are twisting grace.

Charge [TapoyYeAm] - This word describes a charge which has come from alongside a superior and
Leing given to others, such as CHRIST to Paul to Timothy to the Ephesians.

Withdraw [cproTnu] Literaﬂy, stand off. Back off! This strong]y means to remove one’s self.

Turn away from [atoTpemel] Simply this is a turning away from. One hears error and turns away.




