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Lesson 1 God Gave Us a Book!
God wants us to know some things.
God knows everything.

God knows what one needs (Matthew 6:8). Jesus,
God the Son, knew (John 2:24-25).
God tells the at the very , and tells the things that have not
from (Isaiah 46:9).
God even knows what (Matthew 11:21-24).

God has chosendgealsome of what He knows to man.
ORevealO means
God knows something but man .
God unveils it so that man . ThatOs revelation.
God has used many different means to reveal truths to mankind.
Some truth is observed through physical creation.
The heavens by day or night without words, showing knowledge, intelligent
design (Psalm 19:1-6).
The visible creation, showing evidence of design, makes one mindful of invisible things about
God (Romans 1:20).
This creation requires everlasting [at least as old as creation] (Romans
1:20).
This creation requires a godhood - one who is by nature .
The Physical creation even tells men that this god is . He has given
and seasons for to fill mankind with and (Acts
14:17, 15-16).
Revelation by observation of the visible creationnatoadibcevelation
Natural revelation leaves man without (Roméns 1:20).
Is natural revelation enough? Natural revelation doesnOt tell man:
this god is.
That there is only god.
What this god has so that a man might have a with him.
For this information, God has progidecial revelatian
God came down and and with men, telling them what He was doing
or was going to do.
He walked with in the garden (Genesis 3:8; 2:16, 17).
He talked with about the flood and how to prepare for it (Genesis 6:13ff).
He up to Abraham and with him (Genesis 18:1-10).
He told Abraham who He was, Ol am the Lord who to
give you this land to possess itO (Genesis 15:7).
He told Abraham that He was going to make him a great (Genesis 12:1-3). Could
Abraham have known these things by just looking at the visible creation?
God the Son personally appeared to men as Othe [messenger] of the LordO bringir
special revelation to mankind (Judges 2:1).
God revealed truth by , causing men to see things with their wide
open, that others could not see (Numbers 24:4). Such visions were necessary for the people to
continue doing GodOs (1 Samuel 3:1; Proverbs 29:18).
God revealed truth through (Genesis 28:11-16; Daniel 4:1-5).
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God sent with messages (Luke 1:26-33).
God revealed truth through speaking by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 3:5).
God has also given revelation in written form.
God has written some Himself but most of the time He has had men pen the words
(Exodus 24:12; Revelation 1:19).
! This written revelation is commonly known as the , Wwhich means . That
book was written by men over a period of years.
It is GodOs special revelation to
God breathed out His Book.

In 2 Timothy 3:16 Paul wrote, OAIl Scripture is .0 When people speak, they
breathe out . The Scriptures came from the of God!
! Sometimes God told men (Joshua 1:7-8; Isaiah 8:1; Revelation 1:19).
The Holy Spirit made certain that no were made.
The Spirit of the Lord spoke by , What the Lord wanted to say was on his
(2"Samuel 23:2).
The prophets of the Old Testament spoke as the Holy Spirit them (2 Peter 1:21).
OcCarryO or ObearO describes how the Holy Spirit made certain they and wrote

! In 1"Corinthians 2 Paul explained how the Holy Spirit carried him.
Special revelation is necessary because the things which God has readied for those whc

love Him are to humans (2:9). They donOt it,
it or it!
God these things through the work of the Holy Spirit (2:10). Paul
did not speak in words taught by wisdom but by words taught by the
(2:13).

At the end of verse 13, Paul uses the word OspiritualO twice but each word has a differe
Greek ending.

Pneumatkos is Greek for Ospiritual.O

The two words with their endingsrauasikois anQpreumadika. Those little

endings are very important.cEhending refers to O O which in the
Greek iggois. Thez ending refers back to O O at the beginning
of the verse.

The meaning is then, Ocomparing spiritual to spiritual 0
The Holy Spirit compared the exact thing He wanted to with the

which Paul knew so that Paul wrote exactly the right word to
exactly describe the thing which God has prepared for those loving Him. That
means, word which Paul, John, Peter, David, Moses, Isaiah and
the other writers wrote was exactly the word God wanted. This is how the Holy
Spirit carried men along. He compared everything He wanted to say with the
words the men knew. The result, the Bible said
. It was breathed by God.
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Lesson 2 God Meant What He Said!

Review

In the last lesson we saw that God knows . God has revealed some of what He knows
. God chose to give some of this revelation in . God

His Word, the Bible. We saw that the Holy Spirit mentally

men along, choosing the exact words to match what God wanted to say.

The result is that the Bible is GodOs Word.

Our Bibles, which Bible?

Perfect accuracy - being God breathed - only applies to the penned by the
human authors. If the Ephesian church made a one hundred percent accurate copy of the letter they
received from Paul, it would still be just . The Holy Spirit was not carrying those people
who were making the copy. What we have then is a of that which God breathed. The
following chart compares PaulOs original with an accurate copy.
Most believers donOt read Greek and Hebrew copies of the Bible. Most read a . The
measure of a good translation is how well it represents what God . Every
translation has good points and bad. Following are two examples.

The NIV interpreted PaulOs words, Olt is good for a man not to a

woman.O (1"Corinthians 7:1) with the phrase Olt is good for a man not to .0 Good or

Bad

The A.V. [KJV] often translates the word OageO with the word O O (Mark 10:30).

We need to know the and of the translations we use.

We should avoid loyalty to translation.

1tOs right, ItOs right, 1tOs right!
! Since God chose every word which the writers of Scripture penned, that word was one hundrec
percent accurate. God may not have intended the Bible to be textbook on science and history but whe
the Bible crosses over these areas it is accurate.

ScienceFollowing are examples comparing Science and the BibleOs accurate revelation.

God created the entire universe with a word (Genesis 1) science recognizes the clear evidence

for becomes.
The Bible records that the hare chews the (Leviticus 11:6). . )
The Bible like science uses to describe the OrisingO and OsettingO of the sun

(Malachi 1:11). N
History: The following cases demonstrate the BibleOs historical record is accurate.

The Bible recorded a race of people known as the (Genesis 23:10; 2"Samuel
11:3).
Daniel recorded the name of ruler of the (Daniel 5:28, 31).

Unrighteousness:he Bible even accurately records unrighteous acts.
When Satan lied to Eve in the garden, the Bible records that lie (Genesis 3:3-4; John 8:). It
doesnOt present the lie as truth but accurately records the lie as a

When Ananias and Saphira lied, the Bible accurately records their act as a . (Acts 5:1-10
When Christ was left alone with the woman who had been caught in adultery, He told her,
ONeither do I condemn you. Go and .0 (John 8:11).

The Bible does not approve of sin. It does not hide these acts. It records them accurately.
Black and White
! Since it is true that God chose every word, then every word is important. Sometimes we are
tempted to think that God just uses different words for variety. However, God chose different words to
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communicate His revelation accurately. Seldom do absolute synonyms exist. Similar words develop
because each word has its own emphasis.
OCreateO in Genesis 1:1 meant

OMadeO, in Genesis 1:7 meant created in verse 6.
! Since God chose every word, then even the form of the words is important.

God promised Abraham that He would His seed (Genesis 22:17).

He also called the seed :

Paul wrote that the seed is - (Galatians 3:16).

The seed is multiplied because we in Him (Galatians 3:27-29).

Babes, Children and Sons
! The New Testament writers used a group of Greek words which describe human

. God chose to use these words to describe the spiritual status and development of N
Testament believers.

Brephos ObabeO describes a . It compares the hunger which a believer should
have (1 Peter 2:2).
Napios ObabeO is a child who but can not yet . The

Corinthians were ObabesO, they felt they were intellectuals but couldnOt even articulate or dige
basic Bible truth (1 Corinthians 3:1; cp Hebrews 5:13).

Paidia OchildO is a young child who is , similar to our idea
of a . It describes spiritually believers who have begun to
(1 John 2:13, 18).
Teknon OchildO emphasizes and therefore describes GodOs children as those who a
legitimately from God (cp 1 John 5:1).
Huios OsonO emphasizes one who has within a family to a position of

(Galatians 4:1-5).
If these words were treated as synonyms, the full truth which God desired to reveal would be
missed. God chose each word of Scripture
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Lesson 3 God Wants Us to Do Something, but What?
The Scriptures have inherent power
The Law had power for living

God gave revelation to the in the form of Law.

The instruction of the Law was able to make one and in this life
(Joshua 1:7, 8).

The law revealed a Israel could have before God (Deuteronomy 6:25).
Paul called this righteousness from the Law O O (Philippians 3:9). This
righteousness resulted in earthly blessings (Psalm 5:12)

The Law had power to bring both and , depending upon
oneOs disobedience or disobedience (Deuteronomy 11:26-28).

In Deuteronomy 28 God promised to bless the of their body, the of the
ground, the of their cattle and flocks (4). He would bless their

and (5). Their enemies would be (7).

However, if they disobeyed the law their and would be cursed
(7). The of their body, of the land, of their cattle
and of their flocks (18). They would also be before their

enemies (25).
The Gospel concerning Christ is GodOs power for salvation
The good news is that Christ died , He was and He
the third day according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).
The good news is GodOs for salvation (Romans 1:16). It has enough power tha
one can be saved if he in Jesus Christ as the gospel describes Him.
Because the message is powerful, Satan, the god of this age, the minds of the
unbelieving ones so that the light which is the gospel about the glory of Christ can not
to them (2"Corinthians 4:3-4).
The New Testament letters are powerful

The Scriptures have power to discern the and of the heart
(Hebrews 4:11-12). There is a for the believer (Hebrews 4:9). It

is not a Sabbath day as the Jews had under Ltisa rest for the believe
who God can give him that rest when ceases from his (Hebrews
4:10). As he learns all God has provided him in , he realizes he does not have
to earn anything. The Word exposes the thoughts and things about which he is enthused. It lea
him away from his or self efforts to the throne of (Hebrews 4:16).

This is more of the WordOs inherent
The Scriptures have authority
The Scriptures had immediate authority for those who were addressed.
The Jews at Sinai were under the authority of when it was given to them. The
following generations of Jews were also under that Law because God meant for it to be taught 1
of the nation Israel (Deuteronomy 11:19).
The believers to whom a New Testament letter was addressed, were under the authority of the
instructions in the letter (1 Corinthians 14:37). When Paul wrote the Corinthians regarding the
issue of lawsuits between it had immediate authority because it directly addressec
an which they faced (1 Corinthians 6:1-6). Paul knew they had a problem and it was
directly addressed. This is authority.
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The Scriptures have mediate authority for those who later read the revelation and are under the
same circumstances as the original readers.
! In order for a passage to be authoritative for our daily lives, we must meet two conditions. We

must first be . The New
Testament believer has been given (John 15:26). Today, if an individual
does not have the Holy Spirit, he is (Romans 8:9). Before the Father and the
Son sent the Spirit, all believers had a relationship to the Spirit. Because this was so when
Christ was upon the earth, people could : and for the Father to give to them

(Luke 11:9-13). Since we already have the Holy Spirit, we are not
the people who were seeking to receive the Holy Spirit, therefore such an instruction as ask, seek and
knock for our conduct.
! PaulOs instructions in Ephesians 5:21, 22, 25 for believers to to one another, for
wives to to their husbands, and for husbands to their wives are all based upon th
SpiritOs in verse 18. Therefore, unless one is first , he is unable to
the instructions given in verses 21, 22, 25. Verse 22 is authoritative for Spirit-filled
and verse 25 is authoritative for Spirit-filled . A believer must first be like the
for that passage to be authoritative for his practice.
! 1 Peter 5:1-4 instructs elders, to which involves
pastoring - teaching. This passage informs other believers what they should expect from their elders b
it is not authoritative for their . A believer must be an elder, not merely a New
Testament believer in order for this passage to be authoritative for his practice.
! If we meet the first condition, there is a second requirement; the believer must be in the same
as the original readers. 1 John 2:15 instructs the young men (v. 14) to stop
. This is authoritative for believers who are and
not for believers who are properly using love for God and His family. Galatians 6:1 is authoritative if a
believer is and sees a believer caught in a . Hebrews 10:25 addressed
believers who were abandoning the together of believers. They had previously
(v. 32) and had been made a public through and

(v. 33). They had even had their personal property (v. 34). Now some had made a habit «
giving up the assembly of believers. They needed to keep on assembling and not
(v. 35). This passage is authoritative for a believer today, if he is being
tempted to stop assembling with believers due to outside pressure and persecution.
By observing these simple conditions, the believer avoids contradicting Scriptures.

Is the believer today to guard the Sabbath (Exodus 20:8-11) or is he to not let anyone judge hin

with respect to sabbath days (Colossians 2:16)? We are not the same kind of people addressec

Exodus 20 but we are like the Colossians, New Testament believers.

Is the believer today to hate those who hate God (Psalm 139:21) or is the believer to consider
hatred a work of the flesh which is to be put away (Galatians 5:20; Ephesians 4:31)? The New
Testament believer is to have a different outlook.

Should the New Testament believer worry about losing the Holy Spirit as David worried and as
Saul experienced (Psalm 51:10-11) or does the Holy Spirit seal him until the day of complete
redemption even if he grieves the Spirit (Ephesians 1:13; 4:30)7?
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By recognizing the original readers and their circumstances, we can compare ourselves to then
and determine whether what Scriptures are authoritative for our conduct and avoid
contradictions.
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Lesson 4 GodOs Word Should Be Healthy

In Luke 7:10 Christ healed the CenturionOs slave. When the Centurion returned home he found the
slave . Healthytranslates the Greek wagdinos from which the English word

hygiene derives. It describes health in this passage.

Paul used this word nine times to describe . We have seen, that all Scripture is authoritativ
for our faith but not all Scripture is authoritative for our . Distinguishing that which we
believe from that which we believe and practice is at the heart of healthy truth.

OThe faithO is the specific body of truth which describes how a believer can live the spiritual life.

A believer resists by the faith (1 Peter 5:7).

Paul the faith (2 Timothy 4:7).

The faith involves basic Christian living. It is important that such truths remain . Titus
was to reprove the believers so they might be healthy in (Titus 1:12-13). A

qualification for elders is, they must be (Titus 2:2). Healthy
in the faith is an accurate understanding of how .
Healthy Doctrine and Words
In the remaining passages, Paul describes words and doctrine as healthy. It is necessary to distinguis
two words for doctrine which Paul uses in these passages.
The Greellidache describes doctrine which is authoritative for . The
worddidaskalia describes doctrine which is authoritative for . This
distinction is seen in 2"Timothy 3:16. Doctrine to be beli¢vdd/]] is distinguished
from Oinstruction O. The first is truth we believe but donOt
practice, but the last describes practical righteous living.
In Titus 1:9these two words are distinguished. A bishop must Ohold firmly to the word,
measured by didache].O OFaithful wordO means . He can depend on
it . Paul states that it is measured by doctrine. This doctrine is
authoritative for our faith and practice. A bishop must first hold firmly to the truth by which one lives the
spiritual life.
There are two results. He is able to use dadinibdif] to
and those who oppose him. They oppose by giving heed to ,
and turning (Titus 1:14). They misuse Old
Testament . By holding firmly to truth the believer is to , he is able
to keep the truth which is not for his practice and use it properly. He can convince
them, showing what that truth truly meant and for what it was intended. That is

1 Timothy 1:10-
Timothy was to charge believers not to . They were not to give their
attention to and (v. 4). OMythsO describes the misuse of
the for the believer today. Some were trying to be O O (v. 7) insteac
of giving attention to the dispensation [not Ogodly edificationO] from God, the one in faith (v. 4).
This is a way of life by in contrast to the myths. The law teachers didnOt know what th
were or (v. 7). They failed to realize that the law is not for a

(v. 9). Itis for men (v. 9). Paul lists several types of

lawless people (9-10). In verse 10 he adds, Oand if there is anything else contrary to healthy

doctrine §idaskalia].O This is doctrine for not . It doesnOt tell a believer how

to but does point out various . It does not explain how
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to such problems or how to . A fire detector can warn that
there is smoke but canOt put out the fire. It canOt remove people from the building. This is the |
today! It points out failure and it does this (v. 8). Letting the Law do that and no more
maintains the of this kind of doctrine.
1 Timothy 6:3
The misapplication of law affected the New Testament truth of (v. 3). God
promised Israel material prosperity for obedience to (Deuteronomy 29:9). By
misapplying the law, some concluded the New Testament truth for godliness was a means of
(v. 5). These are mentally (v. 4). Godliness with contentment
is itself (v. 6)! These people mixed Old Testament prosperity promises with
New Testament revelation. They did not give their attention to healthy , even the
doctrine {idaskalia] which is measured by (v. 3). Since this Old Testament
doctrine is not authoritative for our practice, it is not to interfere with or infect
and should not be the of godliness. Healthy words maintain that IsraelOs succes:
and our success are measured . Healthy words do not mingle or confuse the
two doctrines.
2 Timothy 1:13 -
Paul had left Timothy an example of healthy words. He had seen how Paul applied Scripture ar
lived by New Testament truth regarding faith and love in Christ. Timothy was now to guard that
which had been entrusted to him (v. 14).
2 Timothy 4:3-
Paul charged Timothy to speak the Word with [donOt apologize for it or present
options] (v. 2). Timothy was to remain faithful when it was and
(v. 2). He was also to and others by
means of longsuffering and doctdied:c] (v. 2). ThIS is doctrine authoritative for
and . The time was approaching when people would no longer
with healthy doctriaédisialial(v. 3). They would would want teachers to
their ears (v. 3). They wouldnOt put up with people teaching Old Testament truth
, in a healthy manner. They would want someone to teach them howto by
Old Testament revelation. They would find enough willing teachers, that PaulOs says, they woL
o) O this kind of teacher. By giving his attention to the
accurate teaching of how to live, it would be the basis for countering such rampant misuse of
Scripture.
Titus 2:1-
This verse summarizes Titus chapter one. To those who are , all things are
(1:15). To those who are and , hothing is clean (1:15). Even their
and are defiled (1:15). They confess that they know God but their
works say otherwise (1:16). They are in every good work (1:16). These
good works were previously prepared for the believer by God (Ephesians 2:10). They are the
result of salvation by through (Ephesians 2:8-9). These good works are
based upon New Testament revelation. Since these are unapproved, they are not living by the
. Titus was to counter this by speaking that which is proper to
healthy doctrine which is for our faith not practice. The best antidote for misuse of doctrine is th
correct use of the abused doctrine.
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Mixing truth which is for our faith with truth which is for our faith and practice ruins its healthiness. It
can even cause that truth to be spiritually dangerous. It is important that we distinguish such truth and
use it properly as God intended not as we decide for ourselves.
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Dispensations, Ages, Kingdoms & Covenants gart 1

! Before studyingthe individual dispensationst is necessaryo understandhat literal
interpretatiorresultsin recognizinglispensationfispensationalisisinot a wayof interpretinghe
ScripturesDispensationalisimthe resultof a consistenliteralinterpretatiorof the ScripturesThe
interpretershouldinterpretthe Scripturediterally.He shoulddesireto do sowith consistencyAsa

result he will recognize distinctions in how God has and is working out His plan upon this earth.
Literal Interpretation Is Based Upon Fulfilled Prophecy

Godhasrevealedomeof whatHe knowsto mankindn a form. Thisformis
, known as the Bible.
GodtheHonSmntchoseevery sothattheBiblestategxactlyvhatGod  tosay.

Sinceeverywordis exactlyheonewhatGodwantedliteralinterpretations basediponrespect
for the words. We should expect the words to mean something because God chose them.
Literal and Allegorical Interpretation
How doesone determinehow he shouldinterpret Scripture?Most teachersacceptthat literal
interpretationis normalfor most of Scripture.Someuse allegoricalinterpretation.Allegorical
interpretationtreats the wordsas meaning .
Literalinterpretatioms theinterpretationvhichtheBibleitselfdemonstrate®bservatioof thehuman
authorsfdterpretationsf specifically setthestandard
for the modern interpreterOs approach.
Literal Interpretation and Fulfilled Prophecy
The Old Testament is filled with prophetic statements,which have been fulfilled.
Considesomeof thefollowingOld Testamerdtatementsoncerninghe Messialandtheirfulfillment
during His life. Note whether these prophecies were literally or allegorically fulfilled.
He was born of a (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:22-23).
He would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:1-5; Matthew 2:1-6).
He would come out of Egypt (Hosea 11:1; Matthew 2:15).
Thoughborn in Bethlehenand calledout of Egypt,He wasfrom Nazarettand calledthe
Nazarene, [Nazareth Othe branchO, Othe gardenO (Matthew 2:23; cp Isaiah 11:1).
In His trial, crucifixion and burial He would be:
betrayedor 30 piecesf silver(Zecheriali1l:12-13; Matthew26:14-15) spat
upon,beaterandscourgedisaialb0:6; Matthew27:26, 30) His handsaindfeet
wouldbepiercedPsaln22:16; Matthew27:31, 35-36) ;menwouldcastotsfor
His garments(Psalm 22:18; Matthew 27:31, 35-36) ; crucified among
transgressofsaialb3:12; Luke22:37) ; givengallandvinega(Psaln69:21;
Matthew27:34,39) ;piercecandnotabonewadroken(Zecheriahi2:10;Psalm
34:20; John19:34, 37; John19:36) : thoughcrucifiedamondawlesenesHe
was buried with the rich (Isaiah 53:9; Matthew 27:57-60)
69 setsof severyearsvereprophesiedescribinghe Messmh@mvalandcuttmgoff (Daniel
9:25-26).Thedecreavasnaden 445 BC(NehemiaB:1.5-8). 7x69=483| 483x360[Jewish
year]=173880| 173880\365 [Gentileyear]=476years476-445[BC]=31AD 31-1[the0
betweerd BCand1 AD]=30AD theyearof ChristOdeath Thisprophecyvasulfilledto the
very weekand day which Christ wascrucified. Theseare a sampleof fulfilled Messianic
prophecies. They all are fulfillment. Not one was !
Non-messianic prophecies have also been fulfilled literally.
Godprophesietb Abrahanthathisdescendantgouldbe foreignerandslaves alandthat
was not theirs for (Genesis 15:13).
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150yeardeforenereigned wanamedstheforeignkingbywhomlerusalenvould
be rebuilt, though Jerusalm when Isaiah wrote (Isaiah 44:28-45:1).
Danielprophesiethattherewouldbe a decreegesultingn the rebuildingof
Thisdecreestartedb9 setsof severyear4483 years]WhentheSQ/earSIvouIdbefulfllledthe
Messialwvouldbecutoff. Thenthepeopleofthecomingprincewoulddestroy and
its [the temple] (Daniel 9:26). Again, this is fulfilled.
Theliteralfulfillmentof thesgprophecieandmanymoredemonstratdgeralinterpretationWearrive
ataliteralinterpretatiorby observatioe observéhatGodliterallyfulfilledthesepropheciesSince
He literallyfulfilledthem weobserveéhatGodliterallymeantvhatHe said.Godcanspeakin allegory.
Godusesmetaphorandword picturesbut theseare alway®bviousanddo not contradicta literal
interpretation.
Basic Literal Interpretation
The Bible as GodOs inerrant, infallible written revelation is the foundation of literal interpretation.

GodformedwithinaliteraldayAdamQuhysicabodyfrom andlaterEveOs

physical body from a from Adam. (Genesis 2:7, 21-22).

God from nothing Adam and EveOs immaterial spirits and souls (Genesis 1:26-27).
GodmetwithMose®n Sinaiandgaveo himthelawon withwordswritten

by His own (Exodus 19:18-20:22; 31:18).

Israelites who practiced GodOs law were rewarded for guarding GodOs (Psalm 19:11-1-
DavidO8hepherd-Jehovaiotectechim whenhe walkedvherehis life wasin (Psalm

23:1, 4). David chose to spend the rest of his days at GodOs [tabernacle] (Psalm 23:6
Arealmannamed wasswalloweblyareal appointedyJehovafionatl:17).

Ezekiel saw in real visions from God, cherubs below the manifestation of God (Ezekiel 1:1-22).

Knowingthatthe Bibleis GodOiserrant,nfallibleWord, wedo not attempto explairtheseawayor
makehemimaginativeepresentatiortd somethinglseallegory]Weacceptheseasliteralaccounts
of historicakventsWhenweteachtheseOld Testamerdccountastherealhistoricakventshatthey
were, we are practicing literal interpretation.

Literal interpretation is not letteraLiteral interpretation recognizes figures of speech.
Goddoesnothave (Exodud9:4; Psaln86:7). Suchdescriptionarepicturesvhich
communicate the work of God on behalf of those in His care .

The four cornersof the earth (Isaiah11:12; Revelation7:1; 20:8), picture the four

Godhasno NOr possesses (Exodu¥:4 etal;Psalni36:12).
Suchmetaphorarevividillustrationoof howGodexerciseblis on behalbf people.
WeknowGoddoesothavephysicgbartsbecaus&odis (Johmt:24)andaspiritdoes
nothavea (Luke24:39). A letteralinterpretatiorwouldinsistthatGod
hasarmshandswingsetc..ThisisnottrueliteralinterpretationT hisisinterpretatiothatfails
to recognize figures of speech.
! Cherubsare a hostof beingswho are the direct creationof God unlike anythingwe have
observe(Ezekiell0:20). Weaccepthatthesearerealbeingsvhooperaten thepresencef God.We
haveneverobservedreationtakingplacebut we interpretit literallyandaccepthat God brought
creationinto finished(not primordial)existencédecauséle saidHe did. We arenot accustometb
seeingeoplecomeébackiromthedeadgespeciallgfterthreeor fourdaysY etweaccepthatChristdid
indeedoringLazarudpackto life andeverpermanentlsaisecdHimselffromthedead Johnl1:43-45;
2:19-21).Ourfaithrestaipontheresurrectionf Christ.Literalinterpretatiomecognizethingsaught




A Dispensational Bible Study 13

in Scripturethat are differentfrom whatwe might be accustometb in this presentstate.Literal
interpretation respects these as genuine events although different from what we may know.
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THE DAYS GOD DEDICATESbd has set different days throughout history which people have
observed in various ways according to GodOs directions.

1.God , OsabbathedO on the seventh day of creation (Genesis 2:1-3). The word
OrestedO in many of our Bibles translates the Hebrew Sabbat, from which we get our word
o) O. It means to , to , to O God

did not tire from His work, therefore needing rest, raetttqmeelcreating.
2.There is no indication that a sabbath was observed or commanded until
(Exodus 16:23; Nehemiah

9:13-14).

3.God gave Israel the Sabbath as a (Exodus 31:13-17). If the Sabbath had been
common before God brought Israel out of Egypt there would have been no sign. It would have
been nothing unusual. The sign was that God had given them something from
that to which they had been accustomed. God also gave other Sabbath days which Israel was to
observe such as , Feast of , Feast of etc.
(Leviticus 23:5-8, 16 & 21, 24- 25 39). God aIso gave Israel a Sabbath every seventh

year and every fiftieth year (Leviticus 25:2-5, 11-12).

4. The New Testament Church met on the first of the week (Acts 20:7; 1"Corinthians"16:2). The
first day of the week was the day of ChristOs resurrection (John 20:1, 19) There is no day
demanded for the Church to keep or during which believers must cease from physical labors
(Romans 14:5-6; Colossians 2:16). There is a sabbath #yfeesby] for believers who

cease from the labors as God did from His (Hebrews 4:9). The works from which the believers re
are not physical but law works which allowed Old Testament Jews to approach God in the
Tabernacle. We come to the throne of grace and therefore cease from trying to observe the Law
and simply approach with boldness (v. 16). We must be diligent to enter the rest and leave law
works behind (v. 11).

5.The Sabbath will be observed in the kingdom and eternity (Ezekiel 44:24; Isaiah 66:22-23).

THE FOOD GOD ALLOWS TO BE EATEN

6.Man could eat but I God commanded Adam to eat
from every tree of the garden but the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2:16-17).
There is no change in this rule until after the flood in NoahOs days.

7.God gave Noah and his descendants and to eat
(Genesis 9:1-5). The only restriction God gave regarded eating meat with its still in
it.

8.God greatly restricted what Israel could eat. The LawOs purpose for these restrictions was to
make Israel from the other nations (Leviticus 11:1-47, esp. v. 44).

9.God has given particular restrictions regarding food to us. All food is permissible today
(1"Timothy 4:3-5). We are to if we receive it with thanksgiving and set it
apart by intercession. We have restrictions which vary with our circumstances. If our

or as well as other practices causes a brother to stumble, that is, hinders growth or is
made bold to follow our example even though he doubts that he should, then we are

for his sake (Romans 14:20-23). We are also to from foods
set before us by anyone who is and gives a special religious significance to the
food. We do this so that he does not count the us to be sharing with his

(1"Corinthians 10:20, 27-31).

THE MONEY GOD DEMANDS

10.No money was required during the time from Adam to Noah for there was no one to support.
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11.Abraham gave from the , less the cost to his men (Genesis 14:16-24).
12.A ten percent tax | | was instituted for Israel to support the Levites, who had no
in the land (Leviticus 27:30-34; Numbers 18:20-32). The tithe was their inheritance.
13.No amount is specified for believers today. Each believer is to give as he , hot frol
or (2 Corinthians 9:6-7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3).
14.In the coming kingdom, the nations will bring all their goods | | to Jerusalem to be
evenly distributed (Isaiah 60:9-11; 61:6; Revelation 21:24).
THE INSTRUCTION FROM GOD FOR MEN

15.God appeared to with men from Adam to Moses to give special revelation.
16.Men had to give the sense of the to other Israelites while under the Law (Nehemiah
8:8).

17.Christ told His disciples not to about what to say when they would be brought
before government officials for would give them the words to say (Matthew
10:19-20).

18.We are to be to give a concerning the hope in us (1 Peter
3:15).

19.Christ gave some spiritual gifts for the of the saints (Ephesians 4:11-12).
20.Spiritually young believers are not to worry about having human because the
Spirit teaches us regarding antichrists and to in Christ (1 John 2:27).

21.During the Millennial kingdom, when the New Covenant it enacted, men will have no need to
his neighbor for all know the Lord (Jeremiah 31:34).

THE CHANGING FACE OF PLANET EARTH

The face of earth has changed at GodOs hand through history and will change in the future.

Original creation Genesis 1:1

Catastrophe #1 Genesis 1:2 OWithout [ ] and [ 1
Satan was on the original earth (beautiful Ezekiel 28). The original earth was
this way (Isaiah 45:18). The Spirit over the deep [no land until third day
Gen. 1:9-10]. The original earth was by a flood (2 Peter 3:4-6 [2 floods] Oout ofO

and OthroughO).

Catastrophe #2 Genesis 1:9-10 Odry land appearO

Great pressure and stress to raise the land above the water.

Catastrophe #3 Genesis 6-8 NoahOs flood
God placed some water and our atmosphere (Genesis 1:6-8). God would
destroy all flesh by a flood of water (Genesis 613,17). God opened water beneath the surface
Ofountains of the deepO (Genesis 7:11). God poured water upon the surface for
(Genesis 7:12, 20, 24). This would have carved many canyons, buried animals, and laid oil and
coal beds.

Catastrophe #4 Genesis 10:25 Oearth dividedO
The man Peleg is singled out with reason. OPelegO means to divide (Job 38:25). The
nations were also pardd] (Genesis 10:32). All the continents moved in one manOs
lifetime c. 200 years. The nations were over ihe¢@Rresis 11:8-9).
Moses used three appropriate words for the divisions that took place. Many mountain ranges an
islands would have formed by the movement of continents.

Catastrophe #5 Revelation 6:12-17 Othe sixth sealO
GodOs judgment affects the whole universe (v. 14). Every mountain and island are moved - gres
earthquakes.
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Catastrophe #6 Revelation 16:17-17:18 The Second Coming of Christ
The mount of Olives against the natural fault (Zecheriah 14:1-6). The islands
into the sea and the mountains are . The wilderness will be changed by
water from the hills. (Isaiah 35:1,2,6). The mountains will flow with the necessary water (Joel
3:18).
Catastrophe #72 Peter 3:10-13 Destruction of present heavens and earth.
The present earth will (Revelation 21:1; Isaiah 65:17; 66:22). The fire is
already stored up in the (Deuteronomy 32:22).
THE CHANGING PRESENCE OF GOD
God with Man These appearances were personal. GodOs appearance in Genesis 18 and 32 demonst
that prior to the incarnation, God could temporarily appear in a human form. These appearances indic
how God was appearing throughout history, to Adam, Enoch and Noah. God appeared in a temporary
human form and then walked with these people, communicating with them.
God spoke and walked personally with Men.

22.God spoke with (Genesis 1:28-30; 2:15-17,22; 3:8-10).
23.God spoke with (Genesis 4:9-15).
24.God walked with (Genesis 5:21-24).
25.God walked with (Genesis 6:8-9).
26.God spoke with (Genesis 12:1-3; 13:14-17; 15:1).
-He appeared in a physical body [not the incarnation]- (Genesis 18:2-8).
27.God wrestled with (Genesis 32:24-30).
28.God appeared to in the burning bush (Exodus 3:2-22).
God in the midst of the nation Israel.
29.God comes in a (Exodus 19:9, 12-13, 16, 18, 23). The people
God (Exodus 20:13-20). Moses couldnOt enter the tabernacle with GodOs presence (Exodus
40:34-35).

30.The High priest couldnOt go in always but once a year (Exodus 30:10; Leviticus 16:2, 34 f).
1.exceptions. God spoke with Joshua (Joshua 1:1ff; 5:13-15).
2.God gave revelation through prophets or priests (Judges 1:1; 2:1; Numbers 27:21).
God with us. Matthew 1:23 God became flesh among men.

God in us.
31.The indwells us (John 14:21,23; Ephesians 4:6).
32.The indwells us (John 14:20, 21, 23).
33.The indwells us (John 14:17).
34.We have a bold, confident to GodOs heavenly presence (Hebrews 10:19-20).

God will be ever visibly, physically present to us. 1 Thessalonians 4:17

God will Otent outO© among the people of Israel and nations. Revelation 21:3; Zecheriah 8:22-23.
THE CHANGING RESIDENCE OF GOD

The godhead perfectly together in eternity past.

! review: intermittent but not permanent manifestations on earth.

Unless stated, a person of the Godhead is in heaven.

All three persons were resident in from Creation to Sinai (Genesis 11:7). OLet us go down.O
The preincarnate Son lived in a , then the tabernacle, and then the temple
(Exodus 13:21; 14:19,24; 40:35; Numbers 12:5; Deuteronomy 14:4; 31:15; Psalm 99:7; John 1:18).
The Son returned to heaven. The glory (Ezekiel 9:3; 10:3,19; 11:23).

The Son returned when He became (Galatians 4:4; Matthew 1:23).




A Dispensational Bible Study 17

The returned to heaven at His ascension and the is now resident on earth (John
20:17; Acts 2:33; John 14:26; 16:4).

At the Rapture all three Persons are in heaven (Revelation 5:5-7).

At the Second Coming The Father and Son will be on the and the Spirit wil
be poured out on (Revelation 21:22; 22:3; Joel 2:18-31).

In Eternity All three Persons will be in the New Third Heaven (2 Peter 3:12; Revelation 21:1,2).

THE CHANGING PEOPLE OF GOD

Early in Gensis God dealt with all men in a general sense - Adam, Able, Seth (Genesis 4:26 (cp 5:22))

God then dealt with a few, and his [eight people] (Genesis 6:9-10; 1 Peter 3:20).
After the flood God dealt with all NoahOs (Genesis 9:1).
From the time God called Abram, He dealt with one family, (Genesis 12:1-3).

God kept this family narrowed.
- not Ishmael - (Genesis 17:19).
- not Esau - (Genesis 25:23; 28:13-15).
-JacobOs children [the twelve tribes of Israel] (Deuteronomy 4:1, 6-8).
-Even when ChristOs kingdom was proclaimed it was limited to the Jews (Matthew 10:5-6).
Today there isiawfamily, ChristOs Church [assembly] (Acts 15:2, 13, 14). In this assembly there is no
more and , but complete equality (Galatians 3:26-29). Today there is a new
in Christ (Galatians 6:15; 1 Corinthians 10:32).
In ChristOs future kingdom, God will deal with all people (Zecheriah 14:16-18). Note, the church is not
included for the church is enthroned with Christ (Isaiah 66:18-21).
THE CHANGING KINGDOMS OF GOD
God does not give us detailed explanations concerning all these kingdoms but He does state that ther
are different kingdoms involving different privileges and responsibilities.
The believer today is in more than one kingdom. Often these kingdoms are all treated as being the sal
or simply different aspects of one kingdom. It is better to recognize different titles as referring to
different kingdoms with different responsibilities. A United States citizen may be the citizen of a city,
county, state and nation. Each is a distinct OkingdomO with different requirements for its citizens. So i
with the Grace believer. Each kingdom involves different responsibilities and benefits.
35.He is in a form of the kingdom of God (Romans 14:17).
1.0ne enters this kingdom by the .John 3:3,5
2.0nly are in this kingdom.
36.He is in a form of the kingdom from the heavens. (Matthew 13:24-30, 38-41).
1.Both and are in this kingdom. Matthew 13:39-42
37.He is in the kingdom of the Son of His love (Colossians 1:12-13).
1.This kingdom is a kingdom of priests (Revelation 1:6; 1 Peter 2:9; Hebrews 4:4). In
Colossians 1:12, 13 and 1 Peter 2:9 note OlightO, OdarknessO, Osaint/holyO.
38.He will be in the heavenly kingdom if he should die (2"Timothy 4:18).
39.He will be in the kingdom after the Son has ruled 1,000 years. 1 Corinthians
15:24 In the FatherOs kingdom, God [the Trinity not only the Father,] will be all things by all
means. In this kingdom the Trinity will rule together. Note that of the SonOs kingdom, there be
. Luke 1:13
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Literal Interpretation and Its Application part 2
Literal interpretationdefinesthe extentof of anygivenScripture.This is what
dispensationalisggaboutOnceapassageadeerninterpretediheapplicatioshould
thatinterpretationWWedonotapplyScriptureWe theapplicatiomfaScripturgpassage
givenin thatcontextOncethevariouslietaryrulesthroughouhistoryhaveébeerninterpretedwerealize
thatonly camapplyto us.Anapplicatiomust theinterpretationThereforesincethere
is normallyonly interpretationof a passagehere will alsonormallybe only
application of that passage.
Examples of Literal Interpretation and Application
ThefollowingScripturesvill serveasexamplesf aliteralinterpretatiornhatis followedyaconsistent
literal application. The result will be that not every passage will be found applicable to the Grace belie\
Proverbs 29:18
OWher¢hereis novision the peoplecasbff restraint. Manyaremorefamiliawith thetranslatiorof
the Authorized Version, O...the people perish.O Vision does not mean -

The writer meantliteral visions.A visionwasa
(cp Numbers 24:4).
WhenthisProverlwaswritten,the Old Testamercripturesvere Godspokeo His
peopleby (PsalnB89:19). Whensuchrevelatiorwasnot regularlybreakingorth, the
peoplevoulddevelopheideathatGod Thishappeneih thelastday<€li was
judginglsrael(1 SamueB8:1, 13). His sonswereevil men,takingadvantagef the people Sinceno
visionwadorthcomingthepeoplecasbfftheirguardandbehaved amannecontraryo
(cp 2"Kings 17:13; Judges 21:25).

Isaiah 55:6

OSeetheLordwhileHe maybefound;CalluponHimwhileHe is near.@lsaialb5:6). Frequentlyhis
passages appliedo both and Peoplareencouragetb .TheOld
Testamenprophetsnormallypresentedh dual messagehe prophesied (cp

Deuteronomy8:17-22) he chargedhe people _
in light of thoseeventsBeginningn chapteb4, Isaiahprophesiedf GodORitureblessingsudah
could enjoy God and His promised blessings, even at that time they could seek Him.

Israelwvas whohadivedin thelandbeforehem(Deuteronom$2:2-3).They

werenotto goup on to worshipthe Lord. Godestablished specifigplacefor
andthepeoplevereto come , andbringtheirofferingandsacrifices

andto eatandto rejoice (Deuteronomy2:5-8, 11-14, 18, 21, 26). The peoplewereto

Himatthe placevhichGodhadchosenOSeekyface@@'Chronicle§:14) meantheywereto

seek Him where He ! .
! Judahandlsraelweregoingup on the high placessacrificingandburningincensg1"Kings
12:25-33; 2 Kings 15:4, 35; 16:1-4). Isaiahchargedhemto seekJehovahvhile they couldstill
.Theycouldfind Him at Thosewhowere
seekingyodson the highplacesvereto forsakeheirwaysandreturnto the Lord (Isaialb5:7). King
Hezekialenforcedhis.Hetoredownthehighplaceg2 Kings18:4). He prayedeforehelLordwhen
underseigeby Sennacheritijng of Assyrig2"Kings 19:14-19). Theword Obeforefasthe ideaof

@) .0 Hezekish went to the place where God had
_ prayedhereandGodansweredsod,HimselftheAngelofthelLord,
wentthroughthe Assyrian©ampandkilled (2'Kings19:35). TheAssyrianbrokeofftheir

seigeandreturnechomewhereSennacherivakilled (2 Kings19:36-37).Godcouldbefoundwhere
He establishe#iis name- the templein About100 yeardater,the Babyloniaking,
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NebuchadnezzaurnedhetemplghousenfthelLord] (2 Kings25:9). Judaltouldnolongerseekhe
Lord. He could not be found. They were to seek Him while He could be found.
Some Contrasts

Nowheran the letterswrittento the Churcharewetold to Heis seatedn
upon His (Hebrewsl:3). The New Testamenbelievercomesboldly before
(Hebrewd:16). Godhasotestablisheainyplaceon whereHisnamas
placed.Our Savior,Christ Jesushasmadea His fleshis the veil
throughwhichwe enter,for He is our positionin We areto drawnear(Hebrews
10:19-22).Wehave to GodthrouglChrist byhe (Ephesian®:18;3:12).This
is acontrastTo applyisaiahQ®rseso us,distractshe NewTestamertielievefromtruthsheshould
know concerning his to God.

2 Chronicles 7:14
2 Chronicle§:14, OandhypeoplevhoarecalledhyMynamehumblghemselvemndprayandseekvly
faceandturn fromtheir wickedwaysthenl will hearfromheavenwill forgivetheir sin,andwill heal
their land.OThis wasa national for a national who had receiveda national
with God.GodplacedHis naman the newlybuilt f IsraelwouldforsakeHim
andHe wouldwithholdtherain,makehelocusto devouthelandor sendplagueamonghepeople,
theycouldcometo thistemple seelHis face whichwago befoundbythemat Then
Hewouldheakhelandfromthe . or WedonotseelHisfacefor
wedonotapproachnyearthly Neithethastherebeemanynationapeoplesince .
Likelsaialb5:6, thisisabouthepropemanneandplaceofapproachinGodprescribedbrthenation
Israel OSeeMyface@eantomingo thetemplevhereHe hadplacedHis nameReinterpretinthis
passagsowemayapplyit to ourselvesiotonlyinvolvesnonliterabpplicatiotutdistractbelievers
from the knowledge of his present blessing of access to God in Christ.
Psalm 23:1
OThé.ordismyshepherd,shalhotlack. @Psaln23:1). Davidwasashepherdndamarof ,a
warrior(1'Chronicle22:8). He wasconfidenGodwouldcarefor himandturn backis life [soul]from
dange(vv.2-3). Thewarriorsteppednto thevalleyof the (v.4). Hewasot
lyingon adeathbedin oldage . Thiswaghewarriorfacingavalleywith his lyingin wait.God
promiseddavid hewouldsitonthethrone HeknewGodwouldnotallowhisenemieto defeahim.He
knewGodwouldfulfill His planfor him.Godwouldprotecthimandsethimup asking. Godwouldseta
for Davidin thepresencef hisenemiesTheywouldseeGodraisehnimto theverypositionHe

had Daviddeterminetb remairatGodOs thisisnotheavebutthe

across from the palace. OForeverO is O O, Oall the days of my 0

Some Contrasts

Christisour (Johnl0; Hebrewd 3:20). Godcaredor us.UnlikeDavidtheNewTestament

believerhasno promisefrom God that he will never . Ratherhe canbe
(Philippiang:11-12). We shouldneverconcludehatO is

godliness@"Timothy6:5), buthaving and ,weshouldbe Q1 Timothy

6:8). Godhasnotguaranteethebelievethathewill not sufferor will besavedromdeathatthehands

of unbelieversStevenwas , Paulwas and consideredis death(yeardater) a

fromevenevilwork(Acts8:54,59; 14:19; 2 Timothy4:18). David(Bsalnis encouraging
but our promises from God are different and there can be no application.
Hebrews 10:25
ONotforsakingthe assemblingf yourselvedogether,Q(Hebrews10:25). This is not about
Thewriterwaschallenginglebrevbelieverto comeoutof whilethey
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still could (Hebrewsl 3:13). Hebrewsand Actsindicatethat the Jewiskchristiansontinuedo be

involvedin all the temple ,including .It wastime to leaveJudaismAs New
Testamerielieverg# wagdimeto beginlivinglike It wadimeto leave
the Laworientedife andgrowup (Hebrews!:9-10, 16; 5:12-6:1 NASB) It wastimeto realizethat

none of the were of any value (Hebrews 10:12, 18).

! TheseHebrewbelieversvereatthe samdimeassemblingith otherbelievergcp Acts2:46).

Persecutiowasintensifyingromthe unsavedewswith increasindpostility.Asaresult,somelewish
christiansvere fromtheassemblieIheywerenot missinganoccasionaerviceThey
were theassemblingfthesaintsThewriterOshallengdoesothave
anapplicatiomo mostof us. Thispassageouldbeapplicabléor believersvhostopgatheringviththe

saintsdueto outsidepressurdrom people.Thisis a literal anda literal

consistent with the interpretation.

OLive by faithO

Habakkul:4 is quotedwicein theNewTestament)Butherighteousnewill liveby hisfaith.Paul
quotedhisin Roman4:17 andGalatian8:11. TheNewTestameriielieverdife is to belivedbyfaith
notsight(2'Corinthian%:7). Habakkukvadrustratedeeinghe and in
Judah(Habakkukl:2-4). God then revealedhe comingof the to punishJudah
(Habakkul :5-11).Whilethewickedvouldtakecomforin ignorancanddoubtthatGodwouldudge
them,therighteousonecould by faithin GodOgromiseto judgethemby the Babylonians.
PaulquotedHabakkuknot asa fulfillmentbut asan encouragemenitlabakkukhadfaith in GodOs
promisalespiteeverythingpe  takingplacein JudahSimilarlytodaywelivebyfaithnotbysight,
despite what we may see.

OLove your neighborO

Leviticus 9:18, Oyowsshalloveyourneighboasyourself@s quotedn Romang3:9. Soméhaveaaken
thisasproofthatthe Lawis still in forcefor thebeliever{@ige today Jesu€hristgaveusanewkind of
in John13:34. Thisnewcommandmergnotlike thehighesstatementf theLaw.
Thegreatestommandment LawOwasvelike love .OheNewCommandmeisto
lovelike loved . Thereis avastdifferencéetweera personOsvefor hisor herselfand
ChristOmvefor us. Todaywe havea greaterrule, a higherstandardhanthat expressednderthe

PaulGguotatiorof Leviticusl9:18 wasintendedo dealwith theissueof the believer@sibmissioto

Roman .Paulwrotethatthesebelieversmieededo paytheir _(Romand43:7-8).He
illustratedby the Old Testamenktaw, that lawwasfulfilled by lovefor oneOs .The best
attitudeowardsheLawof Romavagdo exerciséoveasapartofthefruit fromthe (Galatians

5:22). Whois oneQseighborTheunsave®omaneadersverenot neighborsnorweretheypartof
the Oonanother(rheneighbomsnormallyusedn theOld Testamercriptureseferredo another
Jew,not a Gentile.Consistentvith this useof Oneighbor®aulwasconsideringhe love between
.How doeslovefor otherbelieversnotivatechristiango obeythe earthlyauthorities,
includinghepaymenbftaxesonsidethepotentialepercussionnotherdn anassemblyueto one
whowouldnot submit.How frequentiytodayareall Bible believingChristiandumpediogethemwith
anyonebelieveor notthatmakesinykind of strongreligiousstatementrhestrongarmofgovernment
is sometimethreateningo thosewho peacefullyive by GodO#ord dueto the oppositioragainst
governmerity othersvithwhomweareunfortunatelglassifiedl' heloveis notfor thegovernmenbut
for otherbelieversWe oughtto alwayslesirewhatis for otherbelieversegardlessf the
to ourselves, even if it means paying our taxes.
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Neitherquotationis appliedbut a comparedndan encouragemeiitom whathasbeenpreviously
writtenis providedSoit is commorwith Old TestamerquotationsThisdemonstratébateverthese
New Testamentvriters did not violatea literal interpretationor the applicationwhich fit that
interpretation. They did not misapply Scripture but referred to it to make a point.

THE COVENANTS OF SCRIPTURE

What is a covenant?

! A covenanis a betweerpartieslt canbe or
. The conditions can be incumbent upon party or

! A Biblicalcovenanivasenactedver usually
Hebrew®:16, 17 - Thetranslatorsefthe Authorized/ersiorunderstoothispassagasalastwill and
testameniTheold versushenew is thetopicin the contexinotawill.
Paulwrote OFowherezere is acovenantadeattis necessaip bebroughfromtheonecovenanting,
for acovenanis maddirm overdeadones sinceit doesnot yethavestrengthwhenthe thing being
covenantelives. @odOfirst covenanwith Abrahanpicturesthis (Genesid 5:10-21). Abrahansplit
the animalsin two upon the ground. The partieswho were obligedto meet conditionswalk
theanimalsGodalonéoreresponsibilitfor thisfirstcovenanAbraharsleptandGod
alonepassedtetweerthe animalsyisuallyrepresentedsa flamingamp.Havingmovedetweerthe
dead animals, the covenant was

! Paulexplainedhe natureof covenant® the GalatiarchurchestHe wrotethatonceratifieda
covenanhasauthorityoverthe partiesinvolved Galatian8:15). He expressethis authorityby the
verbaform of Olord@kuriew]. He thenstatedwo rulesregardingovenantsirst, Oncein force,a
covenantouldnotbe Theconditionof thecovenanbadto be metandthe promises
fulfilled. Seconda covenangnacteaouldnot be alteredby to it. Keepingthesetwo
rulesin mind,whenGodaddednoreinformationHe wasotaddingo acovenanfor thatwouldhave
violatedthe rule. He did not addotherindividualdo the originalrecipientsof the
covenanfThe conditionsaandpromisesouldnot be .Thus,thereareseveraBiblical
covenantm ScriptureTo makethemall restatementnd/or alteration®f previousovenantaould
violate the principles governing covenants as revealed by God through Paul.

Prior to the Covenants

! TheresnorevelatiothatGodmadenycovenantwithmenpriorto GenesiS. Wedonotfind
the or ofacovenargriorto Genesi8. ThereisnoindicatiorthatGodmade
acovenanvith Adam or thefall. Theinstructionsafterthe fall werethe
directions for the dispensation then in force (Genesis 3:15).

! Hebrews13:20 revealsan eternal covenantOEternal@an describethat which has no

or asGod.It alsodescribethatwhichis outside .This
covenantvolveshe and .TheSoniscalledhegreatShepherdfthe Sheephe
onewholaiddownHislife__ thesheemndgivedHislife _ thesheeJohn10:10-11,15).
ThiscovenarihvolvedpromisdromtheFatheto theSonin whichtheSorwouldhave) o
thatwouldsharen His kind of .ThusGodpromisedhiseternalife in eternity notto usbut

for the sake of the Son (Titus 1:3).
! Each of the following biblical covenants is made between God and all or some of mankind.
The Noahic Covenant
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! Thiscovenans promisedn Genesi$:18. It is detailedn Genesi®:9-ff (cp8:20-21).God
covenantefsolemnlypromisedjo neveragain the earthandall living
thingsby (Genesi9:11). Therearenomore floodsThe
wassetasasignofthiscovenaniGenesi9:13). Therehadbeemo priorto theflood.Now

that the canopy of water had collapsed, familiar weather patterns developed including rain and rainbov
! Becaus&odhascovenantei notdestroyhewholesarthbysuchaflood,thefuturejudgment

will be by (2 Peter 3:7). God will burn the very of which the earth is made.

The Abrahamic Covenants

! Godmade covenantwith AbrahamSomeof thesecomprisehe dispensationalle
forthattime.Sinceacovenantannotbechangednceenactefseeabove]eachadditiorisacovenant

madeat thattime. Eachstatemenis different,with Godmadethese
covenantafter Abrahanbelievedne of the promisesGod madeto him (Genesid5:4-6). When

Abraham believed this promise, he was . God then began to make covenants with him.
Covenan#l isfoundin Genesi45:7-21.1tis Godalonanovedetweethepieces

of theanimalsGodlaid no responsibilitieaponAbrahamHe aloneis responsibléor this covenant.
Godpromisedandfromthe to the (Genesid5:18-21). Godimpliedthat
Abrahamvouldbe Israehasevepossessdtisland. Theyhavepossessathlya

fractionof allthatGodpromisedn thiscovenan T hereforethiscovenans asyet
This covenant will be fulfilled in the future .
Covenant#2 is foundin Genesid7:1-8,19.1t toois andeverlastingcodmadehis
covenanbverten yearsafterthe first. No animalsare asa partof this covenanbut
is givenasthe .Godpromisedhata prosperous would
comefrom AbrahamiHe alsopromisedhat wouldcomefrom AbrahaniGenesid7:2,6).
ManykingshavealescendeflomAbrahamincludingheking of kings- Christ.Godpromisedheseed
[descendants} differentportion of land, the land of (Genesisl5:18-21). Paul
interpretedhisin Romang:13. Abrahamvouldbeheirof aqualityjno articlein the Greek]of world.
Thiswill bethe onwhichAbrahamndhisdescendantsll live.Godalso
promised that He would be their (Genesis 17:8).

Covenan#3 isfoundin Genesid7:9-14.1t is thatis, therecipientsAbrahanandhis
descendantadto beforeGodwouldfulfill His partofthecovenantsod
promisedblessingo the descendan{&enesid7:7,10,14).Godconditionedhis
on their to circumcisehemselveandtheir maleoffspring If theydid not obeythey
wouldbe fromtheseedcpJoshu&:2-6).Beingcutoff meantheywerenolongerapart
of andthereforanolongerecipient®fthecovenanilThiscovenametermineavho
would be a part of the people who would receive the blessings of the other cov enants.
Covenant#4 is foundin Genesig2:15-18.1t is It is calleda covenanin Galatians
3:15-17andLukel:72-73.Godpromisedbrahanthathewouldhaveprominenand
seedThisisa seedanda seedGenesi®2:17)"Seed"is pluralbut OHis
enemiesi@singularSomeranslationeavechangethesingulato apluralOtheir@hichhasno basis
in theHebrewtext. TheNewTestamerninterpretatiorf thisversendicateshatGoddidindeednean
OHis enemiesO not Otheir enemies.O

! Pauinterpretedhiscovenanh Galatian8:15-17.He pointedoutthatGodspokeof

not Thatoneis llt ismanybecausall arein Him.
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Wein Himmakehatsingulaseedlural.Gracebelieversormthe in Christ.Heis

the Head.Unitedto Him, thewholeis countedo beone pne

theChrist. Ephesian®:15;Galatian6:15; 1 Corinthiand 2:12. AIItheseareasmgulaunltyofGrace

believers with Christ the head and the seed remains as Paul stated in Galatians 3:27, 28.
! We, Gracebelieverarerelatenlyto thiscovenaniTheChurchdoesot partaken theother
threecovenantsyhichweremadeonlywith Werelateto thiscovenarny

and our position (Galatians 3:26,27; Romans 4:11,12).

MOSAICor SINAIATICCOVENANTis andis foundin Exodusl9:1-8;24:1-8. God
imposedhis LawCovenanon becausef their rashrespons¢hattheycould

(Exodusl9:8). This covenantonsisteaf
(Exodus20:1-17,; - Exodus21:1-24:11; anddirectionsfor Exodus
24:12-31:18).The (lit. Cessatioday)wasasignofthiscovenangivenonlyto Israel.

It signified that this covenant was alone for Israel and not intended for anyone else (Exodus 31:12-17)
! Godbecameaccessibleo the peopleonly throughthe ratherthanbecominga
(Exodusl9:9-25; 20:18-23; 28:1-2). God demandedacrificeof the
peopleThesesacrificesverenecessagothatindividualsvouldn'tbe fromthepeople

[the nation](Leviticusl7:4,9). Theysacrificedor God's continuedblessingn the land(Leviticus
4:26,31,35;5,10,13; 6:7). Theyearlysacrificeon the dayof atonementaddt possibldor Godto

continuan their forthecomingyearLeviticudl6; Hebrewd0:1-14).TheLawCovenant

resulted in the end of GodOs personal appearances to individuals.

! Thiscovenandidn't rendetthe Abrahamicovenants (Galatian8:15-18).God

will still fulfill the othercovenantsiadewith Abrahanandhisdescendant€hrist this

covenanby His workon the cross(Ephesiang:14,15; Colossiang:14). This covenantvasGod's
dispensational rule for 1,500 years from Sinai to ChristOs ascension and the coming of the Holy Spirit.
PALESTINIANCOVENANTIs anddelineatedn (Exodus29:1; 30:20). Godknew
thatlsraelwvouldbeincapablefkeepingheLaw.TheLawwasntendedo demonstratiatallmankind

IS andincapablef (Roman8:18-23).Thepunishmerior failing

to keepthe Lawasa nationwas amonghe Gentiles.The Palestiniacovenant

promised of Israelaftertheir dispersior{Deuteronom{0:1-10). GodknewHe

would disperse them and planned to bring them back to Himself.

! Thiscovenanpromisedlessindor Israeln (Deuteronom0:15-20).1t

will befulfilledaftertheyareregathereéfomamonghe nationgnto theirland.Thiscovenanwill be

fulfilled in the Tribulation and afterwards in the 1,000 year kingdom (Romans 11:25-26).

DAVIDIC COVENANTis anddescribedn 2 Samue¥:10-16; Psalm89:36-37.
Godpromiseddavida royalseedandkingdom(2 Samuerl:13-15).He promisedhata
sonof Davidwouldsitup In the contexbothDavidOmmediatsonSolomorand

Christ, his distantson,aredescribedThe perpetuakingdomis ChristO&VhenChrist,is causedo
commitperversityv. 14), GodwouldcorrectHim. Thestemof the HebrewwordOcommit@escribes
from anothersource WhenChristhunguponthe cross,He wascausedo commit
perversitasthe FathercountedHimto be Christ
fulfills this asthe futureKing (Acts2:30; Jeremial33:17-21; Matthew25:31). Davidin hisglorified
resurrected body will rule Israel under Christ's rule (Jeremiah 30:9; Ezekiel 34:23).
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ISRAEL'SNEW COVENANTIis andfoundin Jeremial31:31-34. Godpromised
Israela newcovenandifferentfromthe MosaidCovenan{JeremiaBB1:32). Recalthatthe covenant
rulesstatedn Galatian8 includea prohibitionto to it. Thiscovenantannot befor anyone
otherthan andthehouseof .Thiscovenan notfor nordoest benefithe
. This covenanwill be fulfilled "after thosedays" (JeremiatB0:7) ie. after the
(JeremiaB1:33). Godwill putHis in thepeopldsraelwhowill bein their
land(JeremiaB1:33). Thisis describedn Ezekiel36:26-27 asputtinga in them
afterremovinghe heartof stone By writingthe Lawon their heartstheywouldhave
ThiscovenardlsanvolveshoroughknowledgeftheLordin theworld. Thiscovenant
will be fulfilled during the )
THE CHURCHOSEWCOVENANTs andmentioneth 1'Corinthiand 1:25and
2 Corinthians3:6. This new covenanbelongsto the Church. It is not the samecovenanias
newcovenarior it involveglifferent anddifferent It
involves theSpiritOglacingheSonintothebelieve(2 Corinthian8:6; Titus3:5).
TheHolySpirithaswrittenbelieveras of [expressingThrist.Thisis nottheO
in our hearts@ut in our heartsTheNewTestamertielievedoesn®aveanyformof
lawwrittenuponhisheart His hearthasbeenchangedy being to theLord (1 Corinthians
6:17). The Gracebelieveris regeneratedy the Spirit
whichprovidesim with (1 John5:11-12). The Spirit alsoplaceghe
into the believer(Ephesiang:6) by whichthe believempartakesn GodO&kind of
(2'Peter2:4). GodOdnd of natures nottheLaw.GodOdnd of naturds expressebly
the fruit from or thefruit of (Galatians:22-23; Ephesians:9). The
isalsan thegracebelieve(Roman8:9). Noneofthesearestateenefitof
IsraelOs new covenant. The adjective OnewO is the only similarity between the two covenants.
[ The ChurchGsovenanalsoinvolveghe SpiritOsvork of The Holy Spirit
baptizesr placeshebelieveinto (1 Corinthiand.2:13; Romans$:3). Thisbenefiis
nowheredescribedas part of IsraelOfiew covenant.The remembrancef this covenantis
It isaremembrancdthewholebody'in Christ” (1'Corinthiand 1:24;10:16-17).
It alsois a remembrancef the newcovenaninauguratedy ChristOs (1"Corinthians
11:25).Thiscovenarnisrelatedothe inwhichtheSonisalscashepherd
giving His life for and sharing His life with the sheep (Hebrews 13:20; John 10:10-11).
[ In 2 Corinthian$:6, OcovenantiDesnothavea [the]asin the
Authorized/ersion Pauwrote OGodhasmadeus [capableininisterof anewkind of
covenant.Our newcovenanis distinctfromIsraelQsewcovenantOurshasbeenenactedndtheir
awaits the kingdom after those days.

! Thewriter of Hebrewslemonstratetthat Christis the mediatoof a covenant

whichis basedipon promisegHebrews:6). It is betterin comparisoto thecovenant

of (Hebrews8:5). The writer quotedJeremial31:31-34 in Hebrews

8:8-12).Soméravainderstoothisto mearthatlsraelGswcovenaris thenewcovenarfwhichthe

churchpartakesdoweverthewriterneveistateshatJeremiah®swcovenanivas or
He refersto Jeremiabnlyto provethateverunderthe Law,Godwas

something thantheLaw.If thefirstwere thennoplacdora

covenanvouldhavebeersough{Hebrews: 7). Jeremiah@seof newmeanthatthelawwouldobeold
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(Hebrews8:13). The writer was not applyingJeremiah@®venantto the Gracebelieverbut

demonstratintp JewiskelieverthattheLawwasmperfecandtheyshouldnoveonto somethinglse,
namely a better hope and better covenant.

! Byrecognizinglistinctionsnotingthe ruleswhichgoverncovenantasGodthe Spiritmoved
Paultorecordwefind notoneor twocovenantsuttwelveEachcovenannvolvespecifi@andunique
promisesSomeof the covenantaresimilarto othersbut thedifferencebut benoted.Byrecognizing
different covenants, the believer is better understands GodOs Word.
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AGES AND DISPENSATIONS

THE CHANGING AGES

Ages! are extended periodsof Otim&during which God manifestssomehing about
to intdligent created bangs; , , :

40.In this present age God is makingknown His

spirit bengs (Ephsians 3:9t1).
41.In coming ages God will demonstrde the

(Ephesians 2:7).

42.The Creator is into tleges (Fomans 1:25).
43.God® remains at ease into the age (2!Corinthians 9:9).
, and are for God into all the

ages (0de25).

44.1n eadh ageGod reveals somehing of His characte by His or by a

__to the actionsand attitudes of othersin that age Whenever a
aspet of God® daracte is madeknown to intdligent baengs a nev ageexists

45.Bdore the ages God sd¢ out boundaries [ordained] for the applicdion of His

of our benebt (1!Corinthians 2:7).
46.Ages have not alwaysexistaed. God the

madethe ages (Hebrews1:2).He adjustel

the ages by (Hebrews 11:3). God adjustel the ages to place every detail and

person in a particular age .
47.Ages will continue into the future. Ointo

the agesO(dide 25). Glory will be for

God into Otheages from the ages O(Philippians4:20).Plural ageswill come
from plural age So in thefuture, God will contirue to manifest aspets of His haracte.

THE CHANGING DISPENSATIONS

A dispensdion is a phasen God's plan, in Wich He impose thiough a tain
to geern the @f , compakef someor all of
mankind. By doing so Goddehes sortieng about .
48.The word "dispensdion” (disp@sg describes therules br a . It transés
the Greek word oilonomigoilos- Nomos ]. It is a principliey
which God gaerns a houdeold. It is not a paod of . Edcruleis enforced

during a peiod of time but therule not thetime is theemphasis ofa dispasaion.
49.Luke 16:15 provides an arthly exampleof a dispasdion.

1.A rich man had a ihasge of his possssionsin verseone the

word OsteardO is th&reek word oilonomesa manage

2.The stavard was callé to report on his steardship OStaardshipO isilonomia,

that which is to theanage A stevard is not in bargeof the
propety or resouces br his avn probt lut for tha of the .
3.The stavard or managehas a bargefrom theowne to managthe

resouces He doles then out to thehouséold menmbe's accading to the
for tha houséold.

I'In the following stug theKing James \érsion fiequently mistransltes thenounaiwn [aion]

OwvorldO rther than Oag® This refelcts theamillenial theplogy of the translaorsO. It should be

translaed Oag® and mybenotein themargin of someBibles
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50.A dispasdion has bur dements: a , a , a and a

1.A Master or houshold wne impose the andlwoss the

isvalys theMaste of the houséold. Hebrews 3:14
describes two houseolds and God is the oboth. God, themaste,
chosethe stavards br each disp&sdion.
2.A Steward theules Dr living in thehouséold. Heexplains hov
the houséold maenbers ma useor recdve the fvch the Maste
has povided for them Throughout most othe dispasdions steard

delineates therule of life.

3.A Household functions undethe rules gien by thestevard. The houséold
may bethewhole or theof
human raceUndea Consciacethe whole human racewas iwolved. In the present
dispensdion, gaceis only ér the

4.A Rule is gl\en by the Maste, through thesteward to thehouséold. A

dispensdion is "name" by its primay h& primary
governing dharacteistic in thedispeasaion of law was and in the
dispensdion of grace . Tiere was gaceunde law but that was®the
rule of life.
51.An exampleof thesefour dements fom our pesent dispasdion stded in Ephesians
3:2.
1.Rule of life- O

2. Maste - "from

3.Steward - "given to

4.Housdold - "for "
52.Moses thestevard of the dispeasdion of Law ddineated the Law as Israi®

. Istagas God® . ey recaved theblessinggrom God
for obealienceto the (Dateronony 28:114). The law was theule for dispasing

thoseblessingswhich were physical.
53.Paul, thestavard of the present dispeasadion of Graceexplained that every bdiever
already has in the heavens in Christ &us (Eph&ans
1:3). Eah bdiever has ben Ogacel in theBdovedO (Ephsians 1:6). Grads therule for
dispersing God€tlessingsdr us We can do to seve them becauseour rule
for living is .NHeseunmeitted provisions geern our

(Titus 1:1112). We do not live to lessings as Isrbgid unde Law. We live in
light of God® gaciously poviding them to us
Not a Means of Initial Salvation
A dispensdion is not a wg of . A dispsdion does not dscribehow one
théouséold but how one within thouséold. A dispesdion
describes hav the possssions othe houséold ate recaved by themembers of the houséold.
1.From thestavard® point ofview, it is hav

2.From theowner® point ofview, it is the
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3.None of this describes hav onebecomes a menber of the houséold, i.e

54.The dispesdion of Law prescribel how God©®houskold, which was tha the nation
, was to dvEad individual beamea part ofthe houséold by :

not by kesping the . Ealb was bon into a &wish familyEad experienced the
blessings ofGod® Lav coenant by .\Whes not
initially saled by obe/ing theLaw.

55.Theindividual unde the Law was s&d by though \Deh lived
unde the law but knew hewas not sad by obseving the . Hewas delared
righteous apart fom (Bmans 4:@8). Rl said Daid was besaved by grace
through faith in a mannesimilar to us

56.Thedispasdion of Graceprescribes a wa of life for the graceand
faith. It is dosr®ddineate the means ly which oneis ved. ,
before the law, and , undehe law, were saved by faith and gace but ndather

lived as thebdiever does todg.

57.T he dispasdion of graceis not thetime in which God® ofer of salhation is made
freely to all. Initial salation is not theissudan a dispasdion. The dispasdion of
Innocencewas ceainly not a wg of sahation because

Failuer and Judgment in the Dispensations

Thevarying rules of life in each dispeasaion are intended to danonstrde the general
othe houséold to live by the standad which God imposd upon then. Two

dispasdions ae mentioned by name (Epls&ans 3:2);

(Ephesians 1:10). fie dispeasdion of is indidad by its contrast to Gracehich has
displacd it (dhn 1:17; Pmans 10:4). Scriptareveals a failue in each of thesethree.
1.Under Law Israg went about to stablish ther

(Romans 10:3). As a&sult thehouséold Christ tliveKing. (dhn
19:15; Acts 3:15). 3
2.Under Gracethe Church has hedf in placeof God®

for he in Christ (Revelation 3:1748; Epheians 2:7; 3:16). Sihas

dRlation 2:4) raher than obging Christ©command
to ohr(13:34).
3.In the Fullness of Times thenaions will gther in a
acpinst thecamp ofthe saints (Rvelation 20:79).
4.Every disp@sdion ends in a failue.

Sincethe houséold fails each dispeasdion ends in a onttha

houséold. The dispansdion following thel3ood ofNoah ended in theconfusion of

and dispesion ofthe upon thiaiceof the earth (Genesis 11:8). The dispeasdion

of Law has not g ended. Its judgmat will takeplacein the

(D24i27). Thereis alvays

a judgmet that closes exch dispasdion. N
" Thejudgmaent which ends @dh dispaisdion seve God® puiposa The Church is

raptured for he bt it also brings orfthe Church. God can tha
resumeHis work with Isra¢ as a ndon. The Tribulation is judgmat on thedispesaion of Law.
By it God emoves all Isrbies so thaat Christ®eturn, @l Israd will be sared.O

Divine judgment can seve a good pupose
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Distinguishing Ages from Dispensations
A dispesdion is not an ageT hey are distinct aspets of God®plan. Dispesaions and agecan
have different

58.Thepresent dlspemsalo is callel thedispasaion of the

(Ephesians 3:2).

59.0ne of the present agesis O O (Gidans 1:4).

60.S&aan thegod ofthis agg1!Corinthians 4:3F). S&an is not thegod ofthe dispeasaion

of grace
Ages involve God® s¢ . Disprsaioins involve God® revelation regarding

. Ageand dispesdions ha{e distinct
God revealed aspets ofHis naure to spirit bengs prior to the:reatlon of man. Therefore, ages
predated . Whitnly dispesdion follows thepresent dispesaion
of grace theaeare again thefuture (cp!Galéians 1:5; Rilippians 4:20; 1!'Timoth
1:17; 2!Timotly 4:18; Hdrews1:8; 13:21; 18ger 4:11; Revelations 4:9, 10; 5:13; 7:12; 10:6;
11:15; 15:7; 19:3; 20:10 ). Whall humans a ether or in a g@of
, tBavill no longe berules of life for them. Dispensdions will
. Hovever, God will contiue to reveal aspets ofHis dharacte. Ages will

after dispansdions hae
" A dispensdion and agecan run concurent The dispasdion of gracehas tw ages
which are paralld: the (G@dans 1:4); the
(Exodus 19:8; Bmans 9:3; 12:2: Acts 3:21). eseages paralléthis dispasdion of gracebut
are not part of the dispesaion, becausethey do not alte God® ruleof life for bdievers tods.
Summary

61.Ages dispsdion and will lven there are no more
dispensdions

62.Ages tad and soimg about God. ey do
this by comparing or contrasting Gadlidteaction with intdligent created beéngs
63.Dispensdions eveal soméghing to about hey do this ly
means ofmarn® to kwnde the imposkon then by God.
64.Therules eplain hav thehouséold of God can &periencethe Wich

God makes availade to them. N
65.Ages and dispesdions ae both aspets of God® plan.
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THE AGES
# This stug will considethoseages which predate dispasdions
First Age
1.T his agebegan with thecreation of
2.Thesespirit bengs ae:
1

: [esing ones] (Exkidl 10:8415).
2. yibning ones] (Isaiah 6:3).
3. [thrones lordships rulers and authorities]
(Colossians 1:1%6).
3.They were thedirect creation of God. God theSon ceated them.
4.These spirit bengs are the O @embeas of creation.
(Colossians 1:16).
5.Lucifer (laer Saan)wasthe cherub, the epitome of creation
(Ez=kid 28:12).
6.God manifested two things:
I.His knowledge is even without [limit
[ ].
2.God is all , capmabf creating all of them in oneact.

Second Age
7.This age begins with the creation of the

(Genesis 1:1).
8.T he spirit beings [Osonf GodO]were already existed when God created the

9.T he spirit bengs obseved this act of creation (bb 38:6). The morning stais
singingrefersto the creation of the O O Many stass are
obseved not by sight but by the electrical radio signalwhich they emit. Spirit
beingsdon®have physicaleyes ashumans T hey percaved the OlightingQof these
stass differently. To them the stais sang T his cause the sonsof God to Oshoufor
joyOT he physicaluniversegave them someconcet of God®

that is tha God is ven , In comparison to thedves
10.T he spirit beingsdwell in the heavens Somefrom the two lower ranksof angds
[rulers and authorities] are describel as spiritual evil in the

(Ephesians6:12; Colossiand.:16).God created the stars before He created man as

the of spiritbeings The vast,innumerable stais may
indicae the vast umbe of spirit bengs vhich God ceated.
11.God sé Lucifer, the highest created beng, on the of

God (E=kid 28:14).
1.This mountain is theenter of God®
2.Lucifer was the herub (E=kiel 28: 14)
3.He was thesum of (Bkad 28:12, 15).
12.God place Lucifa@ thionegovernment in (Ekiel 28:13).
1.God created the earth and the heavens to be (Genesis
1:1; Isaiah 45:18). Isaiah stded that God did not create it
O Ohis transldes the Hebrew word bohuwhich
occuss in Genesis1:2, @And the earth became[A.V. OwasOprmlesstohu
and wastebohiOGod brst created earth asthe locaion from which Lucifer
[a created spirit beng] was to versee the othe spirit bengs
2.God manifests tvo things:
1.God is (1'Kings 8:27). He is far greater than
creation. In His house heaven is His ,the earth His
(Isaiah 66:1). This is a word plcture of God®

immensity
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2.God is [omnipotent]. The heavens
declare glory for they are the work of His (Psalm19:1).
What we would conside animmenseundataking wasto God sudh
a simplematter that it was thework of His hands

The Third Age

" The stae of wastedescribel in Genesis1:2isaresultof Lucifer@sin. Lucifer trespass#
againstGod by determining to be like God. T here were b\e objectiveswhich Lucifer determined
in his hart (Isaiah 14:134).

The Trespass

The Sin

The Result

13.1 will asced the . Heletlermined to leave his Godgiven place

14.1 will raiseby throne above the of God. God®throne is beyond the

(cp Ephesians1:2021; 4:10). LuciferG@ wasin Eden. He

determined to move where God®was

15.1 will siton the in the recesss of the north. This mount

is the center of God® and the locéion to which the spirit beings
before God (cp b 1:6).1t is locaed OnorthGrom the earth. Lucifer

desired the othe spirit bengs to asseble before him.

16.1 will asced above the heights of the He determined to go
beyond the Oclouds@ referenceto the cloudsof God® Lucifer would
riseto thelocaion where God alonewas
17.1 will makemyséf the Most high. Lucifer wasnot ignorant.He knew
that God was and he was .Everyone ansvered to God but
God ansversto no one Thisis what Lucifer desired to he - of
God.
1.Lucifer was liftel up becauseof his O Ogldiet 28:17).
2.Having determined this Lucifer his idea to other spirit beings
(EEkid 28:16).
of the angds joined in his attempted revolt (Revelation
12 4) Only two of the four angdic ranks the O and
O [A.Wprincipalitis and pwersO] participted.
4When Lucifer® determination became action, he (Ez=kid
28:16).

5.He was blld with

6.He twistal hiswisdom,the knowledgeor ability to apply onedknowledge
Saan, who had vast, yet Pnite knowledge could no longe use it
. S0 he determined somehing which was absolutéy

7.His title Lucifer (OshiningneO,a bright starin the morning skyprobaly
Venus) was lost and liecameSdan, the
8.Saan did not sucaal and still ansers to God (cpab 1: 6 Luke22:31).
9.T he spirit bengs wo rebdled became

10.The angds who joined him became or
(M&r1:27).
11.Thesespirit beingswill be in the future (Ezkid 28:1719;

Matthew 8:29).

12.The result of the rebdlion on the physical creation was the
of the earth® original form. He profanel or debla his
holy (sanctuarig Ezekid 28:18). 1t Obeame
without and Oriess 1:2).

13.The Holy Spirit brooded over the faceof the deep asthe cherub whom
He anointad brought judgment upon the earth. This world-wide 3ood,
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describel by Peter was intended as judgmeit upon the organized
Kosnopwhich existad then (2!Reter 3:5-7).

1.Peter indicaed two distinct 3oods The brst in Genesis 1:2 is
indicated by the prepositionek which describes God®bringing the
land up thewaer (Genesis 1:910).

2.TheseondRRoodof Genesis6-8 isdescribel by the prepositiondia
OthpbughOwhich represants the waters receding from off the land

and thus thdand come it.
3.Through theseBoodsGod ruined organized systen unde Saan
by Booding the ém which Sdan ruled.
18.The Revelation
66.T he spirit bengs sw:
1.Lucifer attempt to act bgond the God hadrfhim.
2.God judge ham Hehad placd over them.
3.God judgethelocdion of Saan® yimeans ofa uniwersal Rood.
67.God manifeststhat He is able to know exactlywhat Lucifer
[Satan] dgermined in his avn heart.
68.God is spirit in essace but is with reference to these created
spirits They are similar to God in essace but they are while He is
transcedent and :
69.God thogdo act contray what His revealed

70.God is . He seapart fom thesebengs
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THE DISPENSATIONS

# In the following notes it is neessay to remembe that the maste is alvays God.
The Dispensation of Innocence

Steward - The stavard was (@sis 2:15).

Adam was gien theinitial dm God.
Adam namel the :
Adam was higl responsike for the
Household - Thehouséold was

Shewas (Genesis1:27).When God created Adam, He created the
basis ofEve. Creation refers to . .
Shewas o maerial taken from Adam®sidgGenesis 2:2122).
Shewasa to Adam (Genesis2:18).God did not form two distinct
beingsfrom separae materials God derived Eve@nature from that which He created and
formed in .Or justasthe womanis of the man, in thisway the
man is the woman.O(1 Corinthians 11:12). OOut of O indicates Eve®
origin.

Rule of Life - Adamand Eve were in a stae of uncorrupted and ignorant

of anything which lackel in characte {evil]. B

Ther untainted relationship with God was thie to oh&odOrules

God gave two instructions to Adam;
be _ and 2 to theearth (Genesis 1:2830)
don® of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis
2:1547).

Ther innocent uncorupted stded allowved them contirued interaction with God.

Prior to the Fall the care for the garden did not involve the which was

the result of Adam®sin and tranggssion (Geesis 2:15).
Adam was to _ tbaden. ]
The Hebrew word OputQs nabumO ) Tis verb is in form which
meansthat God Ocauskhim to restin the garden.OAdam®sevice wasmore rest than
labor

Man’s Condition .
Adam was aated in Godé)_n
This imagevas God©

God wears as maeass clothing (Balm 104:2). )
God created Adam and Eein light,O salr(P8:45).
Adam was also eated in God® :
Man is albe to outdigerealm of experience
To insult men is to insult that part which is still to God (Ames
3:9).
Animals hae soulstha is a sat of and

Animals can only opate within thdr sphee of

2 525 - [cabash] -O... sub, ... makesubsevientO Wliam L. Holladay, A ConaésHetaw And Asmaic Iécon of he
Old etamenEeadmans; Grand Rapidp. 151.
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Man hasa and a (1!Thessalonians:23). Man® spirit, the
center of hisrationale distinguishe him from beasts In his spirit, he bears a likenessto
God.:2 God is spirit Ghn 4:24).

Adam was God calle His creation OgoodOptting for happiness and
contentment.
God did not call Adam or .
God alloved Adam to makean uncoeced choiceto or .
God alloved Adam to denonstrde his and upon God.
God’s Grace
God revealed what would bring or néSie 3.5, 22).
God created Adam a perfect so he would not be (Genesis
2:2025).
God gave Adam and Ee every good tee bearing fruit or (Besis 2:9, 16).
Test
Would Adam God and upon Him for all his needs or choosehis own

means ofPnding happings
God was Adam and E® only souwre of .
Adam knev tha Eve was ngsSis 2:1820).
All the animals were brought bdéore Adam tha he might namethem.
Adam knev Eve was his only

Adam® doiceto disobg God was alwicebetween and
Failure
Adam dosehis avn mens of
He did not upon God.
Adam of the tree (Genesis 3:6-7). He sinnal, trespassg and transgesse
(Romans 5:12, 16, 14).
Adame®sin brought QBr until the law, sin asa qualitywasin

the world, but sin as a qualityis not logically counted, not beng any law, but the
_ efgned from Adam to Mosg .

Adame®trespasdrought ) Oler, sinceby the trespasof
ong the death reigned through the one..O(Romans5:17).T his death which reigned is
spiritualdeath, or man@separaion from God. Adam®trespasgonsistd of hischoiceto

disobg God.
AdamG transgression brought the curse of
A transgession equires theexistence of . (Bmans 4:15).

God commandé Adam not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of goodand
evil (Genesis2:16417; 3:11, 17). Since Adam had a commandmaet, a law, he
transgesse when hesinnal (db 31:33; Rmans 5:14).

Eve also transgessé (1 Timothy 2:14). She broke a rule but was
therefore God counted her act to be

transgession.
Judgment
Eve and her female descendants have been judged with in child birth and
times (Genesis 3:16). Before the Fall it wasm necessay to

concéve as ofte.

3 Qlt is not as a living soul tmaan is distinguishiefrom thebrute creation, for the sameexpression is appleto the
creatures in vv 20 and 24, Were Oa@ature that hath lifeO and Otlieing creatureO a equivalent to Oliving soul.8.J
Largein The Bith: A Sympos,ed. Fedrick A. Tatford, Fckeing & Inglis Ltd, London, 1952; pal31432.



A Dispensational Bible Study 35

Eve and her female descendantscameunde the husband's (Genesis3:16).Eve
had ben created as a countgart to Adam #
Adam®actions lught judgmat upon and the
Adam and his descendants must to live (Genesis 3:17419). God had causd
Adam to restin the garden, to subjugite it andtill it. Thiswasnot labor aswe think of
work..
Adam and Eve were (Genesis3:2224).God had
caused Adam to in that garden. They were driven from the garden in which
God had provided them every tree God placal
and a at the entrance to the garden to keep them from
returning to the garden and go one eating from the tree of life and go on living (Genesis
3:22).
# Adam, Eve and their descendants became (Genesis
2:17).
They were subjeted to Physical death is the
seardion of the fsm the aines 2:26).
They were subjetad to segparaed from (Gaesis
3:8).They themsdves Spiritual death is not only God separaing from man but
man seoaraing from God. Spiritual death entered the by AdamthoughGod
reckons all to hee participaed in his act (@mans 5:12).
Creation was God causd the ground to spiout and
(Genesis 3:14-19; Romans 8:22). To this day creation awaiting its release from
corruption.
Adam lost the _ of God. Adam producel a sonin his (Genesis
4:1-2). Adam said, Olwas (Genesis3:10)or O W/hereas Adam had
borne the imageof the mankind now bears the imageof the
[dirt/dust] (1!Corinthians15:49).Unsared men are in the realm of ther
thoughts (Eph&ians 4:18).
Revelation
Man chooss and om God.
Adam had a free will but did not chooseGod even when God provides him
and everything God gave only one restriction. Oler as
through the disobelience of one man, many were constitutel ,Romans
5:19).
Salvation

Therewas no ned of sahation. Adam and Eg were

The Godhead

God theFather is themember of the Trinity who all this (1 Corinthians 8:6).

Adam and Eve bore the imageand likenessof God which is true of all three Personsof the

godhead, theefore also theFather.

God theSon ministesd by to the(Genesis 2:1518; dhn 1:3; 3:8).

No ministry of the Spirit is evealed though this dog not indicée inactivity

Satan

Revelation 12:9and 2 Corinthians11:11describeSaan asthe who tempted Eve.

Saan spoke ,OYu shall be like GodO (Genesis 3:5; bhn 8:44). He

Eve (2!Corinthians11:11)by sugyesting doubts concening God®
oodnes and command to them. Sdan is a manslger from the beginning (bhn 8:44).

OMudererOdoes not indicae that Satan intended to kill Adam. Adam died asa resultof the fall.

Saan hadn® becomesubjet to when he sinnal and probaly didn® expect this of
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Adam.Asa manslger, he broughtaboutAdam®&death becausehe lackel any
concen for Adam®welfare.
TheWorld systen .
This digpensation is not mentioned in Hebrews 11. Hebrews 11 records
for believers Adam and Eve were not believers they were innocent
with no sahation. Faith requires a promisefrom God in which to hope Adam and Eve had no
promise; therefore no faith was naded.
The Fourth Age#
The Spirit beingswere able to obseve God restore the earth from her stae of chaos They also
sav God placea new type of being, manin that samelocaion from which Lucifer (nov Saan)
had onceruled. They obseved God gie this man authority eer this nevly restored earth.

The spirit bengs obseved God® on thearth as Herestored it.

The spirit bengs obseved a face of God® wisdom in His creation of a

& lreg
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The Dispensation of Conscience
The Steward

The stevard of the dispeasdion of Consciecewas to be (Gessis 4.7, 17; 4:1).

Cain wasa O @ the ground (Genesis 4:2). The word tiller is the Hebrew
participle abad Ooneseving the ground.OT his activity was prescribel as part of the curse
(Genesis3:23).Had Cain respondel propely when God confronted his attitude, his brothe®
desire would have been for Cain and Cain would have proceeded to rule over his brother [A.V.

OhimQ].

Household

The ishtbeséold. God did not estrict theinstructions
Direction

Man was to neEe3:19; 4.2).

Many could bring sacribcas theapproad to God (Geesis 4:4, 7).
God sé a precedent with Adam and Eve when He madeand cause them to be clothed

in (@sis 3:21).
Able broughta (Hebrews11:4).He did soby
indicaing hehad a egarding his sacribcand his elationship to God.
Man’s condition
Mankind is .
Man must and (opeSie 5:29).
Mankind hasa When Adam and Eve ate of the fruit, their eyes were
opened so thathey knew and éss 3.7, 22).
They had knovn , happisand wll being with God.
Now they knev , lack bappiness contantment and well being
This is the basis of consciace Consci@ce is that faculty of mind which
ofe with his or anot@e
If conduct méches on® knavledgethen a saseof well being exists
If thereis a confict, thethereis an conspe
Consciace is shape in part by the law written in (Romans
2:15). The consciacecan or it
Consci@ceis not a peect guide It depends theaccuracy ofoned :
A dakened mind (Ephesians 4:1719) with the corrupts the
consciace
Test
Would man ly consciace Goadyb and do good?
Would man do that which God instructel him? God instructel Cain to be a wandeer (Genesis
4:12).
Failure
God confonted Cain regarding his attitude. He informed Cain that if he did not
thewas a owxhing & his door (Geesis 4:7).
Cain responsd by slaing his bother as 0hd 3:12).
Cain went out from God® and theorld systen (®esis 4:16).
Jesus stied that the world systen began with (Luke5051).
The systen involves (v 16).Cain built a city instead of wandeing as

God had instructe him (v 12).
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The systen involves the basisof the
and . 20&4).
The systen involves and an emphasison outward (vv 19,
22). The systen Christ and oppegeod (@hn 7:7).
Later, God obseved that man'sthoughtswere (Genesis
6:5).
Man excuse& himséf by means ofhis consciece
As a result man corrupted his way by inbreeding with (Genesis
6:24).
The result was h&se men were (cp Numbe's
13:33).They were the result, Ovihen the sonsof God went into the daughtes of men
(Genesis 6:4).
Mankind hdd thesefallen beingsin T.hey were "men of a named
or Oenown" - (Genesis 6:4). These fallen ones were by
mankind. Raher than seking God as Endtdid, they respested thesefallen bangs
They had the ability to know good and evil but the imagindions of ther hearts were
always eil.
Theangéds of God do not (Mbew 22:30).
These theoned in Ganesis six, &re not the .
Theseare the angés which are @ R:4).
Thesespirits vere in Nosluds (1 Bter 3:1920).
All Resh had corrupted its way (Genesis6:11-12). OWayQin this context can refer to the
way of sexual reproduction.lt isuseal in thismanne in Proverbs 30:9.T hisis the reason
God destoyed most in addition to most of the
Noahwasrighteousin his Noah had no corruption in hislineage(Genesis
6:9).
Judgment
All but humans and animahigfe killed (Genesis 6:13; 7:21).
God deermined to wipe out (Genesis
6:7).
God Roodel the earth to (Ganesis
6:17).
Revelation
Consciaceis not a tis .
A good conscimedoesrd aone (1 Corinthians 4:4).
The is to be the bedievers guidetoday not his consciace (Galdaians5:18; Romans
8:14).
God’s Grace
God'sgraceis seen in that somepeople are (Genesis4:4; 5:2124; Hebrews
11:477).
Noah bund in Gasl@es (Gaesis 6:8).
The Godhead
God theFather (Ess 4:4; Hb. 11:4).

God theSon to Cain (@asis 4:4, 6, 15).
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He with Enod (Genesis5:24).Enod pleasel Him by faith (Hebrews
11:6).During thesewalksit is likely that Enod recaved fromHim (cp
Jide14).
He to and with Noah. He spokewith him (Genesis6:13;
7:1; 8:15), Heevealed truth to Noah or thefuture and regarding thebuilding of the ark.
God the Holy Spirit with mankind (Genesis 6:3). His striving was a
ohankind®sin nture. (Romans 1:24, 26, 27, 28).
Hebrews 11
Able Hifders 11:4).
Enod (Hebrews 11:6)He God. Enoc
did not die God took him diectly apart fom death (Hebrews 11:
Noah God wamed of a coming 3ood and

instructel him to build an ark [a box] for the purposeof saving his family and he bdieved God
(Hebrews 11:7).
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The Dispensation of Human Government

Steward

The stavard of the dispensdion of Human Government was (Genesis
8:15416). The rudiments of human government were given to Noah (Genesis 9:22,
25-27).

Household

The was the houséold undea this disparsdion. The

instructionswere not limited to a smallportion of the humanrace In chapte 11, God
dealt with thewhole human race
Direction - Rule of Life

God instructel Noah and his sonsto and the earth (Genesis9:1).
Theword OnultiplyOin versesoneand sixmeansto be numerousandto spread out in the
earth. He alsogave them everything that for food (Genesis9:3)asHe had

previously gien them every plant.
God required the lifeblood from every beastor manthat

(9:5ff). It would be the responsibility of other men to

(9:6).Captial punishmat is not but
an actionof government. God estallished governement to enforce order by punishingthe
disobelient with the (Romans13:14). When God gave Noah this rule He laid

the principleof bearing thesword. This be&eamethe dispensaional rule

Test

Would mankind obey God by enforcing the rule of for
?

Failure

Mankind didn® but remained togeher (Genesis 11:4). They
determined to themsdves so they wouldn® scdter. They purposel to make a
for themsdves Rather than scdter they formed a with a
of their ruler (10:9, 10).
Nimrod is describel as a on the earth (Genesis 10:9).
might is honored within the (cp 1 Corinthians1:26).
His name meant, O a O O he beginning of
Nimrod®kingdomwas A city establishel for the purposeof revolting against
God. Nimrod wasOmightyhunter before the Lord.OT he descriptioncan be interpreted
as his presumptionin the face of [before] God. C.E Keil translded it, Oaginst the
Lord.G This description can be interpreted, Oa hunter of the

the Lord.O This meant that Nimrod the rebd hunted God®
IAis bts theontext.

# Mankind alsobuilt a tower to study the Thetop of the tower wasin
the heavens (Genesis11:4).Paul explainal that this wasthe worship of in
placeof God (Romans1:2125). The tower at Babd wasa ziggarat for the study and
worship of the heavens Like the supestitiousnotion of spires on churches they felt that
sud a tower would give them Dbetter access these substitutegods All this was in
anst God.

Judgment
The judgment ending this dispasdion was threefold. It involved three
: God

their languags (Genesis11:7,9). Languagedifferences becamethe basisfor divisionsof

andremainssoto thisday. God causd them to over theface
of the earth (Genesis11:8).T hesedivisionsbecamethe basa of the (Genesis
11:8).God divided the very earth or on which they stood(Genesis10:25).
Peleg wasnamed for this divisionof the His namemeant to divide by

4 C.F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Commentary on the Olce$tament, §. [, p. 166.
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water. During his lifetime, the physical earth was divided by water [See study on
Changes]. Moses usal different Hebrew words to describe the different divisions In
Genesis 10:25 he usal the verb pelg In verse 32 he usal paad which meant to

In 11:9he usal putz which meant to or
10: 32 and 11:9 aeribal thenaions 10:25 thdand.
Revelation
" Man does not use human government He usal it to
againstGod. Man will not God when given the choice but
will follow "the "(Romans1:21f; ohn 8:44).0The LieQoriginated with Saan.
He is the of Othelie.OThe Lie equates created bengswith or
puts them in God® .Mankind did a to the
creature alongsiddghe Creator (Romans 1:25).
God's grace
" GodOgraceis sen in the mild form of judgment in contrastto the pastjudgments on
man's disobelience Noah is the only speibcally mentioned. He was a
man (@asis 6:9).
There were before the Lord who were hunted by Nimrod (Genesis
10:9).

The Godhead

" No speibc distinctionsbetween the Personsof the Godhead are made during this

dispeasdion. In keeping with New Testamet revelation regarding the Sor® preincamate

ministry, OtheLordOwho camedown to_see the city in Genesis11:5wasthe .The

Godhead acte in unity to condbund me® language This is sen in O O (Gas 11:7).

Unrighteousness

" Nimrod was a Murder is a work of the (Galaians

5:21).Worship of anything in God® placeis which is alsoa work of the
. (Galagians 5:20). The Spirit cease restraining mankind and God

God isrighteous Paul summaried man@activitiesand attitudes as

being . .
" Man strainel toward further depravity They altered God® glory to that of
(Romans 1:23), so God (v 24). They
and created bengs alongsideGod (v 25) so God
(v 26). They did not approve of having God in ther
(v 28)soGod Thiswasa spiral
into furthe

" Romansl:2931 indicates the development of unrighteousnasin mankind,asGod gave

them over. The following is a transldion with explanaory notes Q@ll unrlghte)usness:
fornication [illicit sexual intercoursein any form outsideof the marriageof a manandwoman],

covetousnas[the strong craving for more, even to the point of makingthingsidols], evil [the

milder term, meaning to lack in the characte which is expected], full of envy [more than

jealousybut the emotional and mental anguishover anothe@well being or that which makes
anothe happy], full of murder [the sensdesskilling], strife [to Pght, argue or bicke], guile
[decdt which is intended to benebt onegd sdf], evil in mannes [one@ very mannes or customs
lack in characte], whispeers [to whispe or spak about othe's telling unnecessay secrets],

viscioustalke's [to spek down or againstothers ridiculgl, God-haters arrogant, shavoffs [to

shineabove for the purposeof shawving off], boastes inventors of evil [they try to Pndthings
which lackin characte], disobelient to parents without understanding/not able to mentally put

things togeher], not agreeable [they will not agee to anything or abide by any contract or

ageement], without a natural family affection [they lack normal affection that would exist
between family members], without mercy [they have no real pity on thosesufering asa result of

sin]. This list smmarigs mar®

# Any who might have been bdievers during this dispasdion would be amongthose
identiPadl asthe spiritsof righteousmen broughtto compldion in Hebrews 12:26. T herefore,
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during the millenial kingdom they will be on the New Jerusalen and will remain there into
eternity.
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The Dispensation of Promise
Steward

wasthe stavard of the dispensaion of Promise(Genesis12:13). This
disparsdion began when God made a to Abraham. Abraham had been an
(bshua24:23).He did not leave hisfather@houseémmediately (Genesis11:3132).
Abraham did not continue on to Canaanuntil after his (Acts7:4;
Genesis 20:13).

" God countal Abraham§ to be at that point (Genesis15:6).
This is the brst time which the Word speibcallystaes the Abraham bdieved one of God®
promise Therefore when God initially calld Abraham, hevas an unbesver.

# The promises are made to Abraham and a limited group of his
(Genesis 50:24; Eodus 2;24; Deteronomny 1:8; Lukel3;28).

The Household

" God limited the houséold to speibc of Abraham.Only

Abraham&sonby Sarahreceved the covenant blessingsrom God (Genesis17:1819). Ishamada
recaved blessingsut not the covenant (17:20). Abrahamé&xchildren by secondary wives did not

receve the promises Abraham sent thosechildren eastto them from Isaac

(Genesis 25:16).

# Isaachadtwo sonsEsauand Jacob(Genesis25:2526). T hesetwo were the fathers of two
(25:23). Gotase thesouceof the houséold (Maladi 1:2, 3).

Direction - Rule of Life

# God gave Abraham a seies of promisea Four of these promises form the four

ich God madewith him. Following is a sumntéon of thosefour cosenants

1.His descaadantswould inherit a ra#te0

years of slavery.

2.His descandantswould inherit all the land of (asmalle portion of
land than tha promisel in the prst cavenant).

3.His descandants would limited to those speibal by God and who were

4.His discendant would be multiplied asthe of the sea and of
the heaven, He would of His enemies and all
nations would beblessé by that sesd.
# Therefore, Abrahamand his descendantswere to bdieve that God would give them this
land, not knaving eactly Hewould do so
Test
" Would Abrahamand his descadants thesepromise from God. When they
were facal with in Egypt would they still bdieve that God would give them this

promisel land and makeof them a great nation. Abraham§&yreat-grandsonbsgh
thesepromises The promisal descendantswere all living in Egypt when Joseh died (Genesis
50:22).He bdieved that God would takethe family to the land He had promise&l to Abraham,
Isaacand Jacob (Genesis50:24).Anticipating his own resurection in the land, Joseoh madethe
family take an oah that they would cary his from Egypt (cp Ezekid 37:13414;
Genesis50:2526). When the nation left Egypt they took Jos@h®bones with them and buried
him in theland (Exodus 13:19;akhua 24:32).

Failure
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" In Egypt, Abraham®descadants [Israd] became a great nation (Exodus 1:7). God
promisel to takethe peopleof Israd to the land which He had promisel to their fathers (Exodus
3:17).
" Moses@aith in the third covenant with Abraham,the oneregarding was
testad asMoses returned to Egypt. Becausehis sonshad not yet been circumcise the Lord met
with Moses and soughtto put him to death (Exodus 4:2426). He had to guad the third
covenant.
" When Moses told God® plans to the elders of Israd, they beieved by sesing the
Moses did (Exodus 4:3031). They beieved becausethey sav somehing, not
becauseof in God® lsrad® responsdackal faith in God®promise
(Ex0dus5:1922; 6:9, 12). Despitenine plagues Pharaohwould not releasethe Isradites (Exodus
7-10). By means of the tenth plague God moved Pharaoh to releasethe Isradites (Exodus
12:3132).T he Egyptiansurged the Israditesto leave (Exodus12:33).As God had promisel, 430

years to theday, Istaeit of Egypt (E>odus 12:4041).

" When Pharaoh pursua Israd to the Red Sea, Israd expresse in God®

promise thinking they would die (Exodus14:1042).God them throughthe sea

and drowned Pharaoh®army in the samese (Exodus 14:2131). Sesing what God had done

they bdieved in the Lord andin Moses (Exodus14:31).T hree dayslater they having

no good drinking water (Exodus 15:2225). God provided for them. A little later they
again, needing food. Israd didn® beieve God would take them to the He

had promisal them. They thought they would die in the deset (Exodus 16:23). Later, they
acain for the need of water and doubted that God would fulbll His promises to
them. Again they thoughtthey would die in the deset (Exodus17:23). T hisaccountof Israd is
an accountof obstinantunbdief. They were carrying a testimory of faith in Jos@h®
Yet they did not eally bdieve that God would takethem to theland.
" When Israd arrived at Sinai, God reminded themwhat He had done (Exodus19:4).Like
an eage, He had borne them on wings They fell and He bore them up and broughtthem to
Himsdf. He then askel them, ONav then, if you will indeed hear My voice and guad My
covenant, then you will be My speial possesionamongall peoples for all the earth is Mine. And
you will begin to be for Me a kingdom of priestsand a holy nation.O(Exodus 19:5, 6a). The
people who had failed to God and failed to reach this locdion on their own,
presumptouslyeplied, @\l that the Lord hasspoke, we will do!Q(Exodus19:8).T hiswas
the sameresponserecorded in 24:7 and Deuteronony 5:2728. This responsewas prior the
mountain beng covered by smokeand bre (Deuteronony 5:22). God had not yet given any
or He askel whether they would Him and His
covenant. T he covenant God remembered wasthe Prst covenant with He didn®
askthem to do anything simply to hear and guad. Israd wasto go on hearing God which
impliesthat they were to beieve Him. They were alsoaskel to guad His covenant, which meant
they were not to treat the covenant lightly
" Becauseof Israd® presumption at Sinai God® presence with Israd changa. God®
appearance with men asrecorded in Genesishad been and Now, God
Israd and holdsthem at a distancedescanding on Sinaiin athick cloudwith thunder
and lightning Rashe (Exodus19:1620). T he people weren®to the mountainunde
immediate penalty of death (Exodus19:1243). T he people trembled (Exodus19:16;20).They
did notwantGod to with them unlessthey might (Ex0dus20:1820).God would
be present within thar camp in thetabenacle
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Had Israd not presumel to be able to Odo@ll God would say, they would have becomea
nation of Rather they becamea nation with a Neither does
Scripture stae that they became a nation. Rather Isaiah would later call them a
naon (Isaiah 1:4).
" Ther unbdief culminaed in ther to enter theland at KadeshBamea. Moses
sent spiesinto Canaan(Numbes 13:2,17-24). Ten spies reported that Israd would
be unalle to go up againstthe peoplein the land (Numbe's 13:2533). Caleb, one of the spies
expressd hisfaith in God, that they could possesthe land (Numbes 13:30).T he peopledid not
demonstrde faith in God but believing they would die in the deset (Numbes
14:23). Their unbdief in God®pomiseis sen in ther determination to return to Egypt (v 4).
Judgment#
" God®©covenant promise were Israd didn®receive the land God
had promisa&l Abraham in Genesis 15. Israd was also placal unde the (Exodus
20:1417). Israd presumel they could O Gso God gave them the Law to prove they
do (Galdians 3:1922; Romans3:1920)! God placel stringent requirements
upon Israd for Him at the and later the
Individual Isradites had to approad God through (Ex0dus29:9;40:15).In factif a
non-evite and speibcallya non-priest apprmaded God, he would (Numbes 1:51;
18:7).Prieststo this point were the of houséolds(cp b 1:45; Exodus19:22).Now
the priests vere onefamily fom among thehirteen families
Revelation
# God demonstrded that man rather than bedieves His promises even
promisea Man may bdieve God as long He does and
However, facal with a pomise espeially unde adwersity man abandons anfaith in God.
" At Sinai God demonstrdaed that mankind, even when confronted with his own lack of
faith in God®promise presumesheis able to do anything God might ask.He doubtsGod but is
sdfconbdet.
The Godhead
" God the Son appers several times during this dispensdion. He appered to
prstin Ur, then in Canaan,again afte Lot and Abrahamseparated, then after the
war of the kings then at the giving of the covenant of circumcision,again when he promisel
Isaac€birth, just prior to His destructionof Sodomand then when he proved Abrahaméfaith
(Genesis12:1,7; 13;14;15:4;17:1;18:1;22:1).The Lord appered to Abrahamwith two angés
The Lord [Jehovah] was God the Son. When He appeared in Genesis18, He appeared in a
human form. T his wastemporaty and not an incamation. The Sondid not becomeincamate
until He wasborn through Mary. This form wasreal. He could and be ,
and ,but His form was also only for this limited time during which He
appered to Abraham.
" The Son appeared to He brst appeared to Jacobin a dream (Genesis
28:1245). Jacoh who was not yet a bdiever called that locaion OBéhelO(v 19)
o) H®later appeared to Jacoband with Jacoball night
(Genesis32:2430).Jacobg€faith in Him is expresse in Jacob€requestto be blessd (v 26).Jacob
namel this placePeniel (v 30) br hehad me God
" The Son appeared to When Jseh was sold into sla/ery, He was
him, causingJseh to prospe (Genesis 39:23). When Joseh was jailed for his
righteous reaction to his maste® wife, the Lord was again with him (39:21,23). Josg@h®
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conbdace in God is revealad by his giving credit to God for revealing the meaning of the
dreams (Genesis40:8; 41:16,25). Joseh alsoexpresse his conbdace in God®faithfulnessto
accomplish His good ppose(Genesis 45;5, 7, 9; 50:19, 20).

Grace God chosean to be the father of this nation (bshua24:2,14-15). He
graciouslymade a with Abraham in Genesis 15 and two more unconditional
covenants God cause Abrahamto obey Him by causinghim to leave his father@® houseand go
to land tha God gaciously pomisa to him (Gaesis 20:13).
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The Dispensation of Law
# The Law involves mostof the Scriptures from through to the end of

.J

The Steward

" wasthe stevard of the dispensdion of Law. ThroughMoses the

wasgiven (bhn 1:17).The Law is frequently describel asbeing O (Bcts15:5;

28:23). Preaching or teaching Moses meant that the was taught (Acts 15:21; 2

Corinthians 3:15).

" The were alsostevards The Law explainad the manne in which Israd

wasto live their daily lives The prophes didn® the law for ther daily livesbut addel a
to their unde'standingof God®plan for them. The Old Testamat Scriptutes could

be summarized unde the headingO (Métthew 7:21;22:40;John

1:45).

The Household#

# alone made up the houséold unda Law. The Law was given to

not to (Romans9:4).God intended for Israd to live the law

in the sightof the nationsbut the law wasnot given to any of thosenations(Deuteronony 4:6-8).

The words of the Law were a covenant between : and

(Exodus 34:2728).

# There were who joined themsdves to the nation Israd. They were to be
in order to participae in the religiousritualssud asthe Passwer (Exodus
12:48).Sudh were as of the land and unde the samethe Law (Leviticus 16:29;
17:8).Sudh people were never consideed but that is, people who
lived among a dferent peopleand unde a government that was not thi own.

Direction - Rule of Life

" The Ten Commandmats summaried much of the of the Law.
However, the Law wasa and every aspet of the Law wasto be guaded and
obeyed. In Deuteronony 4 Israd wasto the law so that they would continue to

and the land which God had promisel to their fathers (v 1). T hey
were not to the God-given Law (v!2). The Gentiles would then conside them a

and nation (v 6). The Gentileswould obseve God®relationship
to Israd and call Him, O (O7). They would alsoconside Israd@law to be

(8).

# The Law motivated Israd to obey by promising and for
their or respectively (Deuteronony 8:1; cp Leviticus

18:5).Deuteronony 28:1413 explain someof theseblessingsand cursings In this manne Israd
was motiated to obe by the promiseof life and piospeity in the land.
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The Dispensation of Law
# The Law involves most of the Scriptures from to the

The Steward

# was tlstevard of the dispasdion of Law. Through Moss theLaw was
given (dhn 1:17;Acts 15:5; 28:23; 15:21; 2 Corinthians 3:15).

# Thereis also &ferenceto the . (Mthew 7:12; 22:40;ahn 1:45).

The Household#

# alonmadeup thehouséold. The Law was gien to then not to the
nations (Pmans 9:4). ieLaw was a theen God, Moss and Israe(Exodus
34:2728).

# Some joirethemsedves to thenation Israé. They were to becircumcise
in order to participde in therituals sub as the (Exdus 12:4349). Thesewere to
be as a nave of theland. Sub Gentiles were unde the same (baticus 16:29; 17:8).
Direction - Rule of Life

" In Deuteronommy 4 God®puposeand rulefor the naion Israg was &plainad. They

were to obe the so thahey would contirueto and

thiend which God had pomisel to thar fathers (v1). They were not to alte
the God-given Law (v!2). The surounding naions wuld considethem a and

ti@n (v 6). The nations would obseve God® elationship to Israkand call
Him, O Q)vThey would also considdsrad® lav to be
.®).

" Part of therule for eadch dispesdion is a motiation for the houséold to live by thegiven
rule. The Law motivated Israe to obey by promising and or f
their obedienceor disobdiencerespetively. The blessings and caings were conditional. 8l the
commands Wwich | command wu today, you shall to metha you may go

on living and go and posssethdand which | swore to your fahersO (Dateronomy 8:1; 28:113
cp Leviticus 18:8)In this manne Israd was motiated to obe by the promiseof life and
prospeity in the land.

# The Isradites were also motiated to obeg thelLaw by ofkhovah and far of
.neten commandmats seve as a goodxample Ead had a patalty.

If onehad anothe god bdore Ehovah or madea gaven imageand worshippel ary

other god, hewas to be (@ous 22:20; Lticus 20:25;
Deuteronony 4:2325).

If onetook God€namein vain, hewas to be (iBcus 24:16).
If onebrokethe Salbath by doing work, hewas to be (Betus
31:1445).

If onedishonoed and cusel his faher or mothea, hewas to be
(Exodus 21:15; bdticus 20:9).

If onemurdered a fdlow Isradite, hewas to be (@dus 21:12,
29).

If onecommitted adultey, hewas to be (iecus 20:1@1).

If onestolea fdlow Isradite, hewas to be (@ous 21:16;

Deuteronony 24:7).
If onebore falsewitness aginst anothethat would have resulted in thedeath penalty the
onemaking thefalsechargewas to be (teronony 19:1621).
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ofhe commandmats alays lequired death as thepenalty

required deasth unde certain circumstance

God even killed somefor breaking thetenth commandmat. In Numbe's 11:4 somef
the peoplebegan to OlustO orwa (se Deuteronomny 5:21; Numbes 11:3334).

# The death penalty motiated Israé by . hedeath penalty was cared out
publicly by thepeople They and psonally took part in thenactment of the penalty
(Deuteronony 13:941). This cause the peopleto fear and God (Ikeronony
17:1243; 21:1821).

Test

# Jehovah is and His pplelsrad were to be (Laticus 11:44, 45; 19:2;
20:7, 26; 21:6). e Law was to beher (Deronomny 6:25) ér it was a
righteous lav (Deuteronorny 4:8). Ifthe wuld pursuethis right®usnes they would

go on living and inhet the land which Ehovah was giving to the (Dauteronony 16:20; 19:20).
Would Isra¢ live ther daily lives unde this Lav so thathey as a naon would be

to God?
Failure
# Israd did not to thighteousnes fom God in theLaw (Romans 10:3).
The nation atempted to tire righteusnes They departed from the

law, taking bribg taking adantageof widows orphans and theoor and dishonoring family
membea's (Amos 5:12; Dheriah 7:9410; Maladi 2:79; 3:5; Micah 7:23). Christ equired of

Israd that their righteousnas &ceed therighteousnas ofthe and
(Matthew 5:20; 23:1323).
" Israd@® failue culminaed in ther oChrist as the righteous
. Christ was rigltes (Mdthew 27:19, 24; Luk@3:47; Acts 3:140n 19:14, 15).
# ThelLaw was only a @bod things to com@Hebrews 10:1). Isrddailed
to se this They madethe Law an end in itsdf. A day is coming in Wwich ludah would be
, Isralewill dwell and thpeoplewill knonv Ehovah as

eréhiah 23:6; 33:16). fiey should hge anticipded theday
when God would bether righteousnas not thd.aw. Failing to se soméhing beyond theLaw
led Israé to and galesm.

" Israd@® contimued failure is a eminder that living by the Law does not ppduceGod®
kind of righteousnes It leads to a hogdess lgalismwhich cycles in failue.

# Israd failed frequently during ther history. After Israd sdtled in theland, a gaeration
arosewhich had not udges (J
2:10). Eery man was doing kat he sav as udges 17:6; 21:25). Ae sons ofisrad
did in theight ofGod (didges 2:11). God judgkthem. He gave them into thehands
of ther (cpudges 2:1415). God the raisel up to gathem from
their enemies (ddges 2:16). his beamea cylerecorded in lidges (ddges 2:1723)
demonstrdive of failure in ther history.

" Eventually God @ve Israd a king lut thar failure continued. Someof ther kings did
what was (cp 1IKings 15:5; 2 Kings 15:3, 3#gvddanuch of
their history involved doing (2 Kings 13:2).

" One king in particular sethe stagefor Israd® histoy. Following Solomo® deth, the
nation was dividd. The ten Northern tribes unitel unde the leadeship of Solomor® sevant
(1 Kings 12:2@raboam fared tha Isreal would

chaseGod had commandgworship and seviceto bedonein
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in Solom@rtenple (1 Kings 12:2&7). droboam luilt

for theten northen tribes (1 Kings 12:280). This beamea orfthe people
Israd. This is epeated mary times (eg 1 Kings 13:34; 14:16; 15:26, 30, 34; 16:2, 13, 19, 26;
21:22; 22:52; 2 Kings 3:3 al). In theLaw God had diected Israg¢ speibcally hav and vhere

they were to worship and appvad Him. Israé brokethe and !

# The southen two tribes also failé often. Someof ther kings did

and thepeople (2 Kings 8115-21:19). didah went without theLaw
during someof its histoy until Hilkiah thehigh priest bund the in the (2
Kings 22:8f).

" God judgel Israg in 722 BC. God bought an kingaawgst the
Northern tribes Theking took mag of them away into (2'Kings 1&9). In
586 God bought a kingaagst ddah. The templewas and

marny were taken away into captivity (2 Kings 25:91).
" When thetemplewas ddicated, God pomisal Israé that if they were scdtered among

the nations as judgnm for ther sin and thg and
theemple that God would respond (1 Kings 8:463). Daniéwas oneof the
captives of Babylon. Heprayed to God and (D&rBD).

Danid recognizd tha they were unde the curseof the Law of Moses beausehey had
transgesse God®lav (Danié¢ 9:10411).
" Israd@® failue culminaed in ther national rgjection of as tire

or the , the . @ anoint mant simply to
pour soméhing over anothe. The Holy Spirit cameupon an individual to mpower him for
sevice This was h& onewith theHoly Spirit upon him was an anoirdeone a
messiah or lrist.
# When God gave Israd a king hewas spaally anpowered to seve as king
. e Holy Spirit cameupon then. This beamea tradition whether the Holy
Spirit cameupon oneor not.
" Jesus was thieanointed one Christ or king Sincethey did not submit to GogO
tgegected His Holy One theKing. This was thie Pnal failue unde Law.

Judgment
# Thejudgment on thedispasdion of Law is two fold.
Thejudgment brst fél upon as Haung on thecross He was judgé on the
cross to {iGadad:5). Christ mmmea
dr thosewho were unde the Law. God had pomiseal curses unde the Law
for . God congid# the Law a wholeand if onedid not do all tha

was in theLaw, hewas cusal (Deuteronony 27:26; Galéans 3:10). Christ Him#fe
becamethat kind of curseso tha He could
(Galdians 3:13). Christ did not kmosin lut becamesin while He hung upon thecross
He also had neer been disobelient to theLaw but becamethe curseof the Law while
He hung upon thecross (cp 2!Corinthians 5:21).
# The Pnal judgmet on thedispensaion of Law will takeplaceduring the
, pdpWaonn as thelribulation. These
sa/en years ae not a diferent dispasdion nor part ofthe dispensaion of Gracebut the Pnal
seven years of the dispasdion of Law.
" Danid received this evelation in responseo his praer regarding his pepled sin and the
divine judgment which they were experiencing (Dani€9:323). Dani¢was inbrmed about the
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length of time until God would restore ther nation. God has diermined _ ses of _ (v24).
Theword translaed OveekO is litaally O .OHe revelation regards thesesds of seven years
Seventy OseensO is _ egirs5
" These490 years were determined for and (Ddrie24). God
purposel to Obnish the , malan end of , makea cwering for
.0 6asef theseseren years were compléed when Messiah gsus) was
,gected by thenation (vv 2526). Onesé of sa/en years remains and bgins with a
(2627).
" The Pnal seen years is decribel in mary Old Testamat prophecies Jremiah callel it
the time of or erem(iah 30:67). Hewrote
that it will be as did Ddraaed with &sus Christ aged (Danid 9:12; 12:1;
Matthew 24:21).dd callal it the and a portiotit,of
o) od ©15; 2:1; 2:31) as did @dwriah
(Zechariah 14:1).
Revelation
# Thedispensdion of human geernment, prooved tha secular goernment is unalte to
causeman to live pleasing to God. Tie dispasdion of Law revealed tha a
government is also insufbaieé The Law was bauseof the (Bmans 8:2).
It was an gternal s¢ of rules goerning thesocial, political anddligious lifeof Israd but it could
not dhangethe man or gihim victory over the . e only motiation
to overcomethe Resh was gfunishmat and even tha becameinsufpciat
" The Law was gien to onenation. Wha it said to Israkit said br thesakeof
(Bmans 3:19). It ad@sse Israé but it shut @eryone® mouths deonstrding

world-wide . hat was good a thing he Law danonstrded that mankind can not be
righteous béore God by lav. FFom doing lav works no onewould ever be
fdve God (Fomans 3:20). fie Law provided the

siiof

God’s Grace" . ) . ) o
" Theword translaed OgaceO thoughout Lav scriptues is GenC [hard ObO]. Che

never represants theconcet of gracerevealed in the , hdyntha
which is HE Old Testament idea was akin to . It could be .
Noah erned favor by bang a man (@asis 6:8).atob had feor in theeyes of

his son (Geesis 47:29). Mosehad éund favor in thesight ofGod by his faithfulnes to
(Exodus 33:12, 13, 16, 17). A consal®n of graceunde the Law must in/olve examples
beyond theword chen.

" The Hebrew word chesal” soméimes translted Oloing kindnessO consecloseto the

concept of gracein somepassage It too could be (Deteronory 5:10 Qfr thosewho

O; 7:9Othosewho love and guar .Gdking
expressd tha hewas king beauseof the Ehovah® to himg&m 21:7). Bmause
of God®kindnass ma take undehe shadev of His wing (Balm 36:7). These

5 (&wish years of 360 dags \ersus our Rman year of 365).

6 13- Oageeableness charm ... faorO Wiliam Holladay, ed. A CondésHelav and Aimaic Ixécon ofhe Old&&amenp.
110.

7 4ps - among thedebnitions gien Ofaithfulnss kindness graced ae signibcant. SeHolladay p. 111.
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examples of God® dalings with ma were similar to Nev Testamat gracebut not identical.
IsraditesO daily ks were governed by
The Godhead
" John recorded 24 instancg in wich, ksus Christ idetiped Himsdf as theO 0
Seven of theseare absolutestaements Ol AMO ¢hn 6:20; 8:24, 28, 58; 9:9; 13:19; 18:8). Christ
said, Olfyou bdieve not tha | AM, you will Ohd 8:24). Tesestaements
were claims to . Heas idatifying Himséf as theOl AMO Wwo spokawith
from the (Botus 3:13t4). The Person ofthe Godhead Who mé with
Mosses in thebush was God the . In this waHe is also idetiPal as the
Lord® apparring often during thedispensdion of Law (Exodus 3:2) Heontirued to apper to
Moses in \arious wgs He is thePerson wo was in the and hrech went
before Israd (cp Exodus 13:21). Heng with Moses d the entranceto thetent of meeting and
spokewith Moses @hus 33:7L1).
" There are instancs in vhich God theFather also spokeT heseinstancs ae often
identiPed becausawo distinct rsons ag both identibed as God. Isaiah 44:@hbvah
is qudtand also spks ofanothe, O ,
.BemPrst is the and theeond the , the
redeemer. Hosea recorded tha Jhovah promisel tha He would sae them by
(Has4:4, 7). Agin theFather can beseen with theSon.
The Spirit was s often during this dispaesdion. He blled men with and
of building of the tabenacle(Exodus 28:3; 31:3). Hmaled someto

on bealf of Israd (lidges 3:10; 6:34). He prists and kingof seviceto
God (Exodus 28:41; 1 Samel 9:16; 16:3). All otheserelationship vere an O O kind of
relationship Christ distinguistethe Holy Spirit® Old Testamet relationship to me from His
presant relationship to béevers The Old Testament relationship Hedescribel as beng O 9
O in contrast to mobeéng O Oofdn 14:17). herefore, bseh, bshua, Eekid and Danié did
not have the Holy Spirit in them but upon. Beauseof the quality of life each lived in
relationship to God thenormal OuponOmd was not uskbut onethat indicaed greater
closmess?(Genesis 41:38; Numbe27:18; Eekidl 2:2; Dani¢ 4:8, 9). The Holy Spirit did not

ayoneduring thedispensaion of Law. His indwelling is elationship elated to the

presant dispesdion and was anticigad for Israd® futue kingdom.
" The Holy Spirit was not @ivo Isra¢or to . Hang
comeupon or anointing an individual Heould (cpdges 16:20; 1 Saod 16:14).
He could and as witheE®l (Ezkid 2:2; 3:24). Daid witnessd Saul€deneanor
after the Spirit® dgparture. When David sinnel against God, hdeared that the Holy Spirit
would be s@iin 51:11). No liever in the dispasdion of Grace
should far this or prg David® prayer, becausethe Holy Spirit will not beremoved from
bdievers tody!

Unrighteousness

8 Theword Oang® simply mans mesege. In this Heorew construction thédea is Othdlessaegea who is
Jhovah.O

9 Literally, Oalongsid2 para .

10 The two prepositionse [al]- upon and= [b]- closéy upon. Se Ronald WilliamsHebev Syntayp. 47, 54.
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" Unrighteousnas is s in mary forms unde the dispasdion of Law. BecauseGod gave
Israd commandmats which could bebroken by disobédiencethere was in addition to sin,
. Isri® transgessions are 11 (Leviticus 16:16, 21). Soin
addition to sinningwhen Israe brokea Law they were also transgessing This pioducel
(Bmans 4:15). fie Law was gien through Moss a Sinai. Rior to this thee had
been no lav of this naure (Romans 5:13).
# For the 2,500 ars prior to Sinai, God mved tha men dieand facqudgment becauseof
their united sin with @nans 5:12). Medo not individually fall, nor condened
becauseof ther sing hey are condenned becauseof onesin (FPomans 5:16). God
gave the Law to deanonstrde the sinfulness ofsin (Fomans 7:13; 3:20).he Law did this vell and
was 12
" Theword OiniquityO is an ambigousnte In the Authorized Version it is use to translée
seven different Hebrew Words For this eason it is not a Weful term for unde standing
unrighteousnass undethe Law. Theword for which it is most fequently usel [220 occurancg

is theHebrew e [awen] and refers to or . Itis similar in
meaning to theNew Testameat useO Oand O Gstoilokethe fallen
nature of man. It was in this peersestde that David was bought brth (Fsalm 51:5). God
forgives along with and alsdevisits thperversity

of the fathers on thé& children (E>odus 34:7).

Misunderstandings concerning the Law.

" It is & this point th&a mary bdievers strugle with disp@asaionalism. They have been
taught or lel to bdieve that the Law is a pefect guidefor daily right@usnas and on®
relationship with God. Havever, the Scriptues ae very plain regarding thepurposeof the Law
and its limitdions

1. theLaw was not gien to om@hs 3:20).
This is trueof and aaln (i.e daily living). Rul

staed this twicen Galdians (2:16). In 3:11aRl wiote about . One
lives plysically ly hich wase
heis not righteus béore God (3:10%1) or hdives ky (3:11).herighteous
oneis to go on living yofaith and the_aw is not fom (3:12).

2. The gracebdiever walks ly not ¥ (2 Corinthians 5:7)h@
dispensdion of graceis in (1 Timoyhl:4). It took no faith to y bhe

Law which usel fear to motivate peopleto obalience There are examples of faith unde

the Law but not in reponseto the . By faitheficho® wall fé (Hebrews 11:30).

Several individuals a& mentioned in Hebrews 11:34f who actel in faith. This however,
was not the way .
3. The Law was a minisyr of (2!Corinthians 3:9). Dodis 3sh, no
onewasable to keep the Law. Thismeantthat he cameunde the condenning penalty of
the law (Romans 2:1). ie Law was adde for the sakeof (Galmns 3:19).
This dosrdmakethe law evil. Paul askd, OTherefore, did tha which is good to me
becomedesth?O (Bmans 7:13). Hansvered, OLeit not cometo be Butthe sin, in

11 Causeis indicaed by 5, Owith espet toO Wliams p 52

12 Onewould not conden a melical scan asvéd becauset heped identify the existanceof a tumor Likewise the
Law hdped makesin idantiPable and was thesfore good.
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order that sin ma be , tugh thegood to meit producel

death, in order that the sin might beomeaccoding to excess sinful though the
commandmat.O This was Wat the Law was about! It was inteled to makethe

principle of sin, plainly gident to mankind. The principleof sin (v
17, 20). In theNew Testament it is callel theResh or thesinnatue It is thefallen, bent
nature of man which is not subjet to God in action, plan ortatude (Galdians 5:1921;
Romans 8:7). e bent principleis plainly sen when onefails to lie by the

" In this wgy, theLaw was and Otaemmandmat , , and
.O (Bans 7:12). iie Law was holy beauseat was gien from God only to Isrdelt was
sd apart br this puposeand it Isrde . Moe speibcallythe commandmat was

holy in this same&vay. The commandmat was also rightais It required a
herighteousnas wich comes flom thelaw is distinguistekfrom the

righteousneas fom fom (Bmans 10:3; Rilippians 3:9). It was still righdas
The commandmat was also good. Good dorot dscribemorality hut a seseof
or . I8te could obg thecommandmat and ejoy the

God haaf them. They could also hae an inne sdisfaction fom beng obalient.
Paul also stad tha the law is spiritual, # which hemeant tha it appealled to onéd spirit, his
rationale It did not appeal to oné enotions his soul.

" If there was a lav tha could hae given life, Paul concludd tha it would have been this
law (Galdians 3:2122). Howvever, there is no lav tha can caus@ man to beighteous béore
God. The Law was réher given to shev mar®® need, not to gie life. That was neer its intent.
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The Dispensation of Grace
# Thedispasdion of Gracebegan on theday of Pentecost and contines to thepresent.

Steward

# is the stavard of this dispensdion (Ephesians3:2).John, Peter, ames and lude
wrote letters which add to our rulef life but nonealte the rule of life,
Household

The houséold is the (Ephesians1:2223; 3:2). There is ___ body
(2:16; 3:6; 4:4).fereis not a bgdind a bad
" Eadh bdiever entered the body through a work of the Holy Spirit called
o) O (UCorinthians 12:13). It is the act of placing a believer

It involves no weter (Acts1:5)!3)ksusChristtold His disciples
that the Spirit would baptiz them in a few days therefore, He wasr®® doing it .

T herefore, only thosebdieverswho have lived since have been placal into the body
of Christ.

# The body connected to its head, JesusChrist, is (Ephesians2:15).
The new man is somehing and from previous peoples God did not add

Gentiles to the Jaws He made bdieving Gentiles and Jw into somehing new (Ephesians
2:11412)-the body of Christ.

" In the tribulation Jews and Gentiles will be The 144,000saaldd of Israd

are from the massof Gentileswho will believe (Revelation 7:49). T he Gentiles seen

asshep and goas are distinctfrom the Olastof thesemy brothersQ(Matthew 25:32,30). The

unique nature of the Church does not bt that circumstance therefore, those bdievers are

# The houséold are thosebdievers fom to the

Direction - Rule of Life

# isthe rule of life for the body of Christ(Ephesians3:2).All beieversthrough
time have been saved by through .Therule of life is how thosewho are saved

Graceis an of God by which He actsor provides for thosewho are not

If you have personallybdieved that JesusChrist died on the crossasyour substitute
for your sinsg that having been buried He rose again and is alive, you are a saved one
(1!'Corinthians 15:34). When you bdieved that, the Spirit placed you

Though we were undeseving, in Christ God has provided us all

(Ephesians 1:3).

" Blessing means to God has

about us in in .These blessingsare not material. In

Ephesiansl:4 Paul staed two good thingswhich God sa/s about the bdiever in Christ. He is
and before Him in Thoseare blessing®r goodwords 1t@

gracebecausdt isrDbasel upon hav heperforms lut on h&® gacd

# God saysthat we with Christto the (Galdians2:20; Romans6:8,

11; Colossians3:3). God sgs we are and to Him in Christ Jesus

(Romans6:11; Colossians3:1; Ephesians2:56). God sa's we are with Christ in the

heavens (Ephesians2:6). God sa/s that we are His kind of in Christ (2

Corinthians5:21).T he believer hasbeen to God in Christ (1 Corinthians1:2).

13 He also distinguishikthe Spirit® work from bhn@
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In Christthe bdiever is not (Romans8:1).Ead of theseillustraes how God has
somehing good about the bdiever in Christ, which the beiever does not deseve, that is He

blesse him by gracein Christ

" God hasgiven the bdiever (1 bhn 5:11).T he bdiever hasit because
the Is in the him. This is grace consistingof (1!Reter 3:7).This is God®grace
with the believer@ (Galdians 6:18; Philemon 25). Eternal life is the reasonthat grace
can throughrighteousness( Romans5:21).Sinceit is gracethe life cannot be

or

Theseprovisionsby God®graceare the basisof the bdiever@rule of life. T he bdiever is
not unde but unde (Romans6:14).T hisdoes not mean that the bdiever isfree
to dowhatever hepleasa That isa of grace(dide4).Rather than being motivated
by law and fear of punishmet the believer is motivated by God® from grace
Thosegraciousprovisionsencouragethe bdiever to live of that graciouscallingin
Christ (Ephsians 4:1).
" God©grace assues the bdiever that he always has to God at the throne of
(Hebrews 4:16).God provides this accesthrough the believer@ positionin
(Ephesians3:12). The bdiever cannot makehimsédf worthy to approad the thronebecausat is
basel upon gace
" God by His grace the beiever asa child (Titus2:11413).T he bdiever is trained
to see what is consistat with the provisionsof graceand what is inconsistat. Ungodlinessand
worldly lusts are with the provisionsfrom given. Sensideness righteousnas and
godlinessand an eage awaiting of our Lord® appearing is consistat with that grace So in
Romans6:14having victory over the sinnature is consistat with not becauseGod
countsthe believer to have died with Christ to the sin nature (Romans6:1-3). T hisis how grace
opeaates as théddiever® ruleof life.
Test
# JesusChrist gave the Church (bhn 13:3435).1t isa new
of commandmat. It is different from any which had ever been given. It is the commandto
Under the Law the best
onecould hopefor wasto love God with everything he had (cpMatthew 12:30).T he measue of

that love was .The measue of the new commandmaet is .Between thesetwo

kinds ofloveis a .

" This love is from the (Galdians 5:22). The believer knows he has passd
chasehe his brother (1 John 3:14).T he one not loving

hisbrother isnot yet at in life but is still combrtabe in Thebdiever is

to relate to God®gracesothat heis combrtable in life and loves his brother like His Savior loved
him.

" Paul called the commandmaet the (Galaians6:2). T he bdiever has
been liberated by gracebut isnot to useit for obeying the but by love isto other
believers (Galdians5:13).Bdievers are not to pay attention to law matters but the dispasdion
which is in (I!'Timothy 1:3-4). The end of this charge is

. 5jv
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The dispasaional rule is not altered in 1 Timothy 1:4 with the words Othedispeasdion
from God the onein faithG# Oltis of faith, in order that it might be of graceO(Romans4:16).
The principleagreesthat faith and graceopeate in tandem. T he believer accesssthe in
which he standby (Romansb:2).Similaryly, faith operates by meansof love, that is,one
is motivated by love to actin faith for the bestof others The rule of life is gracewhich opeates
togdher with faith and loe.

Failure

" The Church hasfailed to QHethat is of the world
constitutes himsdf an of GodO(ames 4:4). Christ told the Church in Ephesusthat
while they had somevery goodqualities they had (Revelation 2:4).T his

wasthe samechurch for which Paul desired that Christ might

(Ephesians3:17). T his samechurch wascharged to leave the law alone and opeate by faith
culminaing in love (1 Timothy 1:35). T he noteable failure of the Church isto love oneanothe
as Christ has ied them.

# Rather than obeying this command,the Church hasdirected its love to things:thingsof

the (1 ohn 2:17).Bdievers misdirect this love at sud thingsand this love degenerates
into a bndness or and (1 Timgth:10; dmes 4:45).

Judgment

# God is governing the daily lives of beieversin the body of Christ by His Grace
not only began sahation but is that sahation and it will it.
Remembeing this the nature of the judgment on the houséiold is alsogracious God judgesthe
houséold by meansof the (God sndches the church out of this world, shelooss
her opportunityto be a for God, a testimory concening Christin the world (cf
Revelation 2:5).

# This judgment is gracious When Christ comes for us He will bring (1 Peter

1:13).The Rapture is not to be dreaded but anticipaed. Not only is it a judgment upon the
housdold but it isthe meansby which Christ presents His bride to Himsdf and prepares her to
be presented before the (Ephesianss:2526,31-32; 1 Thessalonians
3:13).

In conjunctionwith the dispansdion isthe judgment seat of Christ. God condenned and
dealt with the sin nature through the work of the Son (Romans6:10; 8:3). Christ bore the
judgment on the crosssothat the bdiever isfree from judgment (Romans5:18).Christ steted that
thosewho bdieve have passd out of death into life and will

(bhn 5:24).The bdiever® are judgeal at the Bema not his sinsfor they have been

forgiven.

# The works are those activities which God has
T he bdiever wassaved by graceandin the body of

Christ he was created unto good works which God for him

(Ephesians 2:80).

" How he accomplishé those works and whether he accomplishé those works is
determined at the Bema. His prope in doing thoseworks is evaluaed. His
undestandingof what God has for him to do is evaluaed. Timothy wasgiven the
gift of evangeist when Paul laid his handson him (2!Tiomthy 1:6; 4:5). However, Timothy was

14 The Authorized Version transltes this OgodlydéyingO Nodrm of theword OgodlyO is ubbut a Genitive form
of God, geou. Neither doesoikodomh [edify] occur lut oidnomia.
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othea's in Ephesusand had stoppe&l doing his work (2!Timothy 1:7-8). In
Corinth cetain beievers attempted to do God®will by relianceupon earthly ,
and (1Corinthians1:1721).T hesebéieversdivided in earthly loyalty to Paul or
Apollos(1 Corinthians3:4-6). It is on this backgound, that Paul compaes our worksto ,
, , , ,and (v 12).The bemais alsomentioned in the context
of permissake actionswhich can (Romans 14:12).Again, one®
motive and concen for othe bedieversisevaluaed nothis__ .Paul anticipaed the Rapture (2
Corinthians5:1-8). He desired whether he washere or goneto be found well-pleasingto God (v
9). The bdiever would recave the things done in his body whether they made for
or 15 (v 10). The results of the bema are crowns
praises from God or the lack of the same Paul wrote that each onewill recave from
God when his works ae evaluaed by God (1 Corinthians 4:4). This is cdainly grace
Revelation
" God hasenspheed the bdiever in gracein Christ, provided him the benebtsof the new
birth by graceandwill complee the bdiever@salation by grace yet mostbéieversfail to live up
to this grace Many errantly misapplytruth from other dispesdionsto the Christianlife. The
resultisthat even with thesetremendousblessingsbeieverswould rather attempt to live by other
means Bdievers attempt to accomplish without God®

and so theg fail.

" The believer@ labor in the Lord is not in (1 Corinthians 15:58).T his Greek
word kenosneans empty of content. The bdiever may have the right purposeand/or a good
result. Neither of these are asimportant to God as or .0ne® motive is
largdy related to hav well he propely relates to God© in his position in

The Godhead

" The isin the Gracebdiever (Ephesians4:6)16 As a result His isin the
bdiever (1Jhn 3:9).Thusthe bdiever a of God, born from the Father (11&hn 3:1;5:1).
The bdiever can potentially shae in commonin the (2

Peter 1:4).

" The indwells the bediever (Romans 8:10). He provides the bdiever with

(1 bhn 5:11412). BecauseHe is joined to [instruct] the bdiever, the believer has
His kind of . This povides theability to think somef God®thoughts

" The indwells the bdiever (Romans8:9). He provides several benebts The
believer can have the (Galdians 5:2223). He is the anointing and God®
revealed truth (2!Corinthiansl:; 1 John 2:27).He is the The bdiever will

recave everything God promisel (Ephesiansl:11).He isthe providing a sample
of his (Romans8:23).He does this by empowering the bdiever to live his
salation.

# The bdiever isin (1 Corinthians1:30).T his graciouspositionis the basisof this
dispensdion and has ben discusstunde the rule of life.

15 SomeGreek maruscripts hee phaulon béng worthless as in a fallo béd. This illustraes theunde standing of
evil in the context being tha which lacks in baracte. A béd which lies fallav does not hae the characte expected
of it. Similaty theworks a béever does br God which lack in thespeibal areas ae evil or lacking in baracte.

16 Some Greek manuscripts omit the word “you” at the end of the verse. It should read “and in you all.”
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" Thebédiever isin the (1 Thessaloniang:1;2 Thessaloniang:1).He is counted
to have the which the Father and Sonshae (bhn 17:21)In the Father the beiever®
life is with Christ (Colossians 3:3).

# Thebdiever is in theSpirit (RFomans 8:9). Tis involves a frameof mind (Romans 8:58).
Unrighteousness

# The believer hasthree spiritual enemies: the , ,the .Thesethree are
distinct. Eadh attackswith different . The bdiever himsdf against each in a
different manne. When the beiever succumbgo an attach from an enemy, he is acting or
thinking When a temptation is fulblled it culminaesin _ (Ames1:1245).God
hasgraciously provided a meansof deal with each enemy sothat the bdiever might enjoy the
sahation which God has povided.

New Things in this present Dispensation

The New Covenant 1 Corinthians 11:25; 2!Corinthians 3:6; btews 9:15. his carenant
involves Christ theshgherd sharing His with the (cp Herews 13:20;ahn
10:1041, 15). his carenant is eferred to by Christ when He inaugurded Comrunion [the
Lordian Table].

The New Commandment bhn 13:34; 1ahn 2:7, 8; 2@hn 1:5. The measue of this love for
other bievers was

The New Man Ephesians 2:15; 4:24Ris nav man is oeatedof in the
dispensaion of gracewithout regard to , , or

Galatians 3:28. It is calteOThe Christ.Odr Jsus Christ Himde is thehead of this nev man
and gies it His taracte.
The New Creation 2 Corinthians 5:17; Gateans 6:15 his is thenew man vieved as a
. It ®ists and is not tresult of . In theew creation, old

thingshave goneand new thingshave come T he bdiever now knowsother bdievers members of
the new creation rather than knaving them accoding to thef3esh, tha is as ondiving hee.
A new day - Othd_ordian DayO Rvelation 1:10; Acts 4:182; Psalm 118:224. This nav day
is not a Christian utba dgy in which bdievers gather as thg are abe to remind
themsdves of the ofher Lord. It is theday in which they break bread. There is not
speibc dg of the week which is a Christian sddath. Every day, every momaent in which the
believer toxert his avn stength orceases his dtempts to kep theLaw and

in theenishe work becomes his salbeth (Hebrews 4:911).
A new approach in asking Ointhe___ [haracte] of ChristOdhn 14:13, 14; 16:228. No
onehad peviously aske in this manne The Gracebdiever communicaes with God in his
position , sotheng which did not &ist prior to ntecost.
A new position Se above unde the Godhead.
New Possessions

We are oheavens Philippians 3:20

We are are ofGod. Fomans 8:17

We are ofChrist. Romans 8:17

We will with Christ. 2 Timoth2:12; Rwelation 2;2627

We will shae a quality ofChrist® .qhn 17:22, 24; Bmans 8;17
We possss and . 1 Corinthians 3:22

New Relationship to the God-head See abore unde Godhead.
A New enabling
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We can [ y iiEans ofthe Spirit. Galdians 5:16,
25
We can be pthe Spirit. Epheians 5:18

A New Teaching OHold fast theractical doctrine.. tha you may exhort and efute by a
healthy doctrinewhich is br faithO Titus 1:9; 2;11, 12 BfapostlsO practical doctrideActs
2:42; dhn 14:26 This includs themysteies

A New Object of Faith - . Galians 3:22, 23; 1deer 1:1921 Obt was madglainly
viside in these of o) )
A New Organization - The Acts 8:1; Gaians 1:2; Mé&hew 16:18 Ol will
.0
A New Destiny - Gracebdievers ae the brst saints to go dictly to taleath.

2!Corinthians 5:8; 12:2;Hlippians 2:2123
New Rewards -4/5 Crowns

Crown of of loving Christ&apparing by living righteusly in
anticipaion of it. 2 Timothy 4:8
Crown of br onewho strugjles br séf-control. 1 Corinthians 9:25
Crown of dr winning a peson to Christ. 1 Tiessalonians 2:19hiippians
4:1
Crown of br bearing up unde temptation. Ames 1:12
Crown for an Wwo she@heds theRock vell and bildically 1 Reter 5:4;
Revelations 4:4
New Promises - Hebrews 7:18; 8:6 That the bdiever can to God in
Christ.
New Temple - 1 Corinthians 6:19; Eplstans 2:2@®1 - The bdiever® is theemple of
the Holy Spirit and pooetely makeup thetemplein which God

dwells.



A Dispensational Bible Study 61

The Dispensation of the Fulness of Times

" In Ephesiansl:9 Paul called it the dispasaion of It.isthe

dispensdion in which all times are made or It isthe dispensdion afte which

o) evelatigh 10:6).

The Steward

" Old Testamet believers will be raisal when Christ returns at the end of Danid® 70th

week (Danid 12:23, 12-13).God will install as over aunited Israd (Ezkid 34:2324;

37:2425; Hose 3:5).Revelation 20:4 staes that will sit on thrones and

Christ a thousandsyears Grace bdievers will with Christ sitting with Him in

(Revelation 3:21).Christ is the ultimate king and David is called O 0.

OOnekingOmeansthe kingdom and monaichy will not be Israd and Judah will be

reunited unde oneking -David.

The Household

" God gave Ezekid a visionof Israd® (Ezkid 37).Israd® condition will

prst look hopdess a valley of (vv 1-3). Most Jews didn® bdieve God would

keep His covenant promises regarding their land. T hesebonesrepresent Israd® stae

of mind (v 11).Verse3-10 describea (vv 3-10). When they are raisal

God will placeHis in them and placethem in ther (v 14).Part of the housdold

will beresurected

" Many Israditeswill survive the Tribulation. God will bring them backto their from

amongthe Gentiles (Ezkid 36:2425) He then removes their and gives them

(Ez=kid 36:2628). He promisal this in Deuterononmy 30:34. He will
their hearts (v 6). These will be those who O@dure to the end will be

saved.O(Matthew 24:13).Sincethey endure, they will experience salhation. Danid®

70th week will end and (9:24).God will causehis shep to passunde the

rod and out the rebds (Ezkidl 20:3738). As a result only bdieving Isradites survive

and __ will besaved (Romans 11:26).

# Many Gentiles will survive the Tribulation. These will be gathered before our Lord

(Matthew 25:32).He will searae them like from . from

The shep, the bdievers inherit the (vv 33-34). Ther faith is seen by the

which they did for His brothers (v 40). T hesebrothersare speibcallythe 144,000Jkws

T hat time will be harder than any in history, yet thesebdieving Gentiles will the little they

have with thesebrothers The gods the unbdieving Gentiles will gointo because

they never provided for thee Jews (wW. 41-46). Though unbelieving, they

eiielation 14:941). They were religious lut remained unbdieving

# God will takesomefrom theseGentilesto seve as and (Isaiah66:21).
The saling of 144,000Jkws resultsin an (Revelation 7:9).
These are they who and (Revelation

7:14).They do a to God day and night asGod tents out [dwells] over them
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(Revelation 7:15). They will go up to Jrusalen to the King, J¥hovah of hosts
(Zecheriah 14:16).

Direction - Rule of life

" Thegoverning principlein thisdispensdion involves an unde standingof Ephesiansl:10.
Paul wrote of Othedispeasdion of the fulness of timesO Paul is describing the governing
principle The citizens of the kingdom must live in light of the fact that

Six times John wrote that the rule will last years When

thosel,000 yars ae complee, timewill be , timavill be
" Time is sandviched between (Romansl6 25).When time is compl&e all
mankind will enter Ead man® eternal condition is determined during time. Those
who will enjoy God®presence will have Thosewho will be eternally sgparaed from
God in the Lake of Fire will have Every individual in the Lake of Fire will be
personally by the Lord JesusChrist. Christ describeal the judgment of Jews who did
but were (Matthew 7:22 ). He tells them to
In Matthew 25:41 He tells unbdieving Gentiles to At the Great White

Throne all the remaining dead stand before the Lord (Revelation 20:11412). The dead are
and arcast into the

The rule of life for the dispasdion involves understandlngthe kingdom from the

heavens It is a kingdomgoverned from (ct Danid 4:26).T he kingdomfrom

the heavens involves believers and unbdievers describel as sovn with and as
and (Matthew 13:3643, 4750). During Christ® 1,000 year rule,

believers will live alongsideaunbdievers

" Bdievers and unbdievers will be required to obey the divine enforced from the

.Someof the divine law wasstaed in the (Matthew 5-7).

Portions of the semon explainad the kingdom laws Under Mosaic law, murder brought
In the kingdom,being acpinsta brother will (Matthew 5:2122).Saying

Oraca®0O Will makeoneguilty of being taken before a Saying O o

to anothe will put onein dange of Under Mosaiclaw, the actof adultay

brought in the kingdomlookingat a womanfor the purposeof lustwill put onein

dange of beng cast (Matthew 5:27-30). Strict judgment will
théousdold to obg to kingdom lavs

# Christ describel this strict judgment in Matthew 13:4042, 4950. He will send His

out into His kingdom.T hey will gather outthe _ which scandalie, the who
do lawlessnssand the who are evil. Thesewill be castinto a Sesing
angds remove evil doas from amongthe righteous will othasto .Some
might even physically a hand or eye to avoid unrighteousneas T his takes placein the
consumméon of theage
# God will allow the inhabitantsof the kingdom to learn obedience (Isaiah65:20).
Onebeinga___ yearsold will belikea Thesinneg at a will be It is

at that agewhich God will hold then responsike to conbrm to thelaws ofthe kingdom.
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# God will require the nations to cometo yearly (Zecheriah 14:16).T hese

nations comefrom the bdieving Gentiles who comeout of the God will punish
thosewho refuseto cometo krusalen by stopping the  (Zeheriah 14:1719).

# Thesenationswill be required to bring ther and ther to Jerusalen.
Their forcesisthe of their land, uponwhich all peoplewill .Theearth will be

highly productive and will bear fruit in abundance(Amos9:13414: Isaiah35:16; 65:2125).Man
will need to trust God to contine providing this albndancein accod with thar
# At the end of the Tribulation, the heavenly lightswill be (Matthew 24:29). In
this blacknessthe heavenly Jerusalen will out of heaven (Matthew 24:3h 30).1t will
belitbythe_  of the andthe Christwamed the Jawsnot to be decaved
by falsechristsclaimingto come in a or (Matthew 245,23, 26).The
signof His comingwill be unmistakale. It isa bright light comingout of the andgoingto
the (Matthew 24:27).1t is the New Jrusalen descending and the earth in the
blacknessof the Tribulation. From there the Son will cometo make  and to s& up His
kingdom (FRwvelation 19:1121). #
# In the thousandyears of the kingdom, man will see the New Jerusalen ,
and the earth (Isaiah4:5-6). T hey will know that the Father and Sonare
there. The city is approximately miles squae and high. Mankind will have to bdieve
that the Father and Son are there and that

However, this viside presencewill not causesveryoneto bdieve. Many will outwardly the
laws hut remain

# On that city will be the and the (Revelation 22:12).
Theleavesof thetreeareforthe__ of the nations During the kingdom,thoseon earth who
are not yet will need healingfor their Revelation 21:16 isa brief
picture of the city in eternity. In that situdion there will be no or .Only the clean
will be allowed into the New Jrusalen (Revelation 21:27) therefore, only millenial beieverswill
accessto the heavenly city to obtain these leaves T his will alsobe a matter of and

Failure

" At the end of the Tribulation, Saan will be sohe cannot the nations
(Revelation 20:23). At the end of the 1,000years he will be (Revelation 20:7).He will
goforth and the nations (Revelation 20:8).T he unbdievers will unite with Saan and
goup to the campof the saintsthe (Revelation 20:9). Thisis
arebdlion againstGod® They fail to see that outward conformity to the laws of
the kingdomdo not produceinner righteousnes T hey fail to see that eternal judgment follows
this Plling up otimes

Judgment
# comes down out of heaven and consume theserebelious men (Revelation 20:9).
The Devil is castinto the (Revelation 20:10).When heis castinto the lakeof pre,

the Beast and the Falseprophd are They were castinto it at the end of
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and have been in the lake of Pre for Punishmet in the
lakeof Preis not or ,itis .
" Bdievers from the dispensdion of Grace will be with Christ on His throne
(2!'Timothy 2:12).He is promisel with Christ over the nations (Revelation 2:2627).
Christ promisal him to _ with Him on His throne (Revelation 3:21). With this future
expectation of judging the world, Churches should not be afraid to
(1!'Corinthians 6:2).

Revelation
" The dispasdion of Human Government demonstrded that man will not submit to
God®will nor act righteous by means of T.he dispensdion of Law

demonstrded that man is the sameundea a

The dispensdion of the fullnessof times will demonstrde that a religiousgovernment enforced

directly from God will only produce Given the opportunity man will

acpinstGod even though God will provide man an wondeful environment free of the
and a a life

God’s Grace

# God will allow people to learn to conform to the law. They mustlearn to

curb ther

The Godhead

# The Father and Son will resideon the (Revelation 21:22).The Son

will descend to earth for thefeasts  timesa year (Isaiah24:23;4:5-6; Revelation 7:15).The

Holy Spirit will be on and will be on the earth (bd

2:2829).

" Hebrews 12 pictures this city. On it will be the ,the ,an assebly of

,the assebly of Prstbon ones [i.e. |, the spirits of made

perfect. The Spirit is abs@t becauseHe is Israd is absat

asthey are on the asGod promisel them (Ezkiel 37:14;Deuteronony 30:56). OThe

spirit®of righteousmenOmostlikely describesthosebéieverswho lived from to the call of

Unrighteousness

# Sdan is prior to this kingdom (Revelation 20:23). He will not be able to

the nations during this time. When Christ gave His kingdom manifesto (Matthew
5-7), He only mentioned temptations which from the ,
, , (Matthew 5:2122, 2728, 32-32; Mark 10 45). Temptatlons from

Sdan awe
" Christ mentions someissus of Saanic temptation sud asO Oatthew 6:25)
becausehesewere anxidies which His audheeexpeience a that time.
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Into Eternity

When the dispensation of the Fullness of Times ends, time as we know it
Eternity has always existed. Eternity is . Eternity is where God ,
(Isaiah 57:15). In Eternity all believers
The GreatWhite Throne

The first event in Eternity is . This
judgment is only for the “ ” (Revelation 20:12). “Dead” is .

The unbeliever is one who hopes rather than . They
are characterized as (Revelation 3:10; 6:10; 8:13 et al). They have made
themselves on this earth. This earth is their only . Before they are judged
the present heavens and earth are (Revelation 20:11). Because they are dead ones,
their names are not written and they are
(Revelation 20:15). The books of their works prove they did not and
determine the of their punishment in the Lake of Fire. Their punishment in the Lake of
Fire is and (Matthew 8:12).

The Grace believer will be at the Great White Throne but
He is promised (John 5:24). Grace believers will be present
. The unsaved worship our Lord and Savior (Revelation
3:9). Because we are with Him while they are judged .

Grace believers will certainly see many at this judgment whom they have known during
this earthly life: friends, relatives, co-workers, neighbors. We are promised that
(Revelation 2:11). Nothing will

New Heavens and New Earth

God will have (2 Peter 3:10). God will
(Isaiah 65:17). Then the former things will not
. Today the believer is to the new heavens and new earth
(2 Peter 3:13). Knowing that this present creation will be removed encourages the believer to live
his daily routine in and (2 Peter 3:11). All this is .

The nation of Israel will (Isaiah 66:22). They will
not be . Their father Abraham was promised to be ofa
world (Romans 4:13). The nature of that earth will be different from the present earth. The future
earth will have (Revelation 21:1). It will be Israel’s eternal .

The Church is made up of those who are (Philippians 3:20).
Earth is not our present or future . Revelation 21:2-3 describes the .
It is a heavenly city therefore it is associated with not . The city is
God’s (Revelation 21:3) not His . Because Grace believers are
promised to from the moment He snatches us out of this present
world (1 Thessalonians 4:17), if He is present on that city, we . The future city
has no in it (Revelation 21:22). God the Father and the Lamb are the
Grace believers are in that temple (Revelation 3:12). From that temple Christ will
. When He goes the .

The Church remains a into eternity. God’s distinct peoples
remain . Each enjoys their own unique relationship with the members of the
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Godhead. Paul saw in the future (Ephesians 2:6). In those Ages God will be
using to display something about His . His grace will be seen by means of His
. Kindness is the attitude which puts others . He is immensely

approachable, though He is the holy, righteous, all-powerful God of everything.
The Day of God

After the Church is snatched from this earth, the will begin. That day
will continue through the and the . The believer anticipates
not only God’s work in the day of the Lord but (2 Peter 3:12). The day of
God is beyond. The day of God is in . The Son will turn over

(1 Corinthians 15:24-28). Then “God will be in 7.
Through out history we know that the Father, Son and Spirit are absolutely and
yet we have never been able to what that is truly like. When God is all things

in all ways we will se this equality. New aspects of God’s character will be revealed. God’s great
glory will go on being seen.
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Some OtherAges

Ages are not . A dispensation reveals
An age reveals

The mystery concerning Christ’s indwelling was hidden from and
(Colossians 1:27). Ages predate generations and encompass the “time” in which only
existed, before God . Ages reveal aspects of God’s
by His .
The fourth age parallels the dispensation of . Spirit beings observed God’s
as He restored the earth from judgment. They observed a facet of God’s by
His creation of . They observed God’s by His placement of
The fifth age parallels the dispensation of . God revealed
to man. Even after Adam God continued to
reveal His . God with Enoch and Noah. God had not

. God revealed something of His grace and mercy.

Following the flood mankind united to build a city and a tower. The purpose of the tower

was the (Genesis 10:4). People were
(Romans 1:21-23, 25). God can not be represented by
(Isaiah 40:18-20). God is because God’s essence is
(Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; John 4:24). God demonstrated that He can not be
and would not . God also revealed His by
. He demonstrated His to get rebellious mankind to do

what He instructed even if they did not do so willingly.
During the dispensation of Promise God focused His work to the
. To these He revealed Himself as (Exodus 6:2-3).
Moses used the title but was not known as Jehovah before the time of Moses.

Abraham’s family were . When God appeared to these men, He often identified
Himself: to Abraham (Genesis 15:7; c¢f 17:1); to his son Isaac (Genesis 26;24); to Jacob (Genesis
28:13; 31:13). He did this so that each would know He was . He identified
Himself as the God of , and when He appeared to Moses (Exodus
3:6). God revealed that He is not a God who is . He also
emphasized His and by

To understand this, it is necessary to understand that idolatry has
behind the idols. An idol is (1 Corinthians 8:4). What is sacrificed to idols is sacrificed
to (1 Corinthians 10:19-20). One who eats or drinks of the table and cup of idols
partakes in the table and cup of (1 Corinthians 10:20-21). For Abraham and his
family of idolators it was a unique situation that the same deity would continue to appear to them

and continue to faithfully hold to His promises. This was a contrast to any activity that might
have existed in relation to idols. In this way God distinguished Himself from
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ages which parallel the dispensation of Grace. One age began long before the

dispensation of Grace and the other began at or about the same time. The former age will

continue after the present dispensation ends and the latter ends at the same time as the
dispensation.

The first of these ages might be called the age. It is the age to which the believer

is (Romans 12:2). Romans 12 follows an extended section dealing

with (Romans 9-11). Peter spoke of this age in Acts 3:21 “... God spoke through the

2

mouth of His holy prophets from
The Mosaic law was the rule ( ) for 1,500 years. It demonstrated that man

can not live righteously before God. A dispensation reveals something about to

Since an age reveals something about God, the purpose of the age must be distinct from that of
the dispensation. God demonstrated an aspect of His . The Law was to

the other nations. Consider the regulations regarding food. Nothing is

of itself and no food is to be if it is received with thanksgiving (Titus
1:15; 1 Timothy 4:3-5). God presented Peter with a sheet full of unclean animals and told Peter
to and (Acts 10:10-15). If this is the case on either side of the Law, why were
clean and unclean distinguished during the Law? God was making a distinction between Israel
and . Many aspects of Israel’s Law were intended to make them

, to set them apart. Israel had great difficulty trying to be distinct and holy from
these other peoples. This communicates something of God’s holiness. He is distinct. He is so

very different from anything else that might erroneously be called . He alone is the
, without any (cf. Isaiah 43:3; 44:6-8).
In this same way, the legal age reveals that God’s is distinct from Law

righteousness (Romans 3:21; 10:3-8). God’s holiness and righteousness are far removed from
anything involving human effort.

The legal age also demonstrated that God is and . In our English
Bibles various words are translated mercy. The expression “mercy seat” (cf Exodus 31:7) does

not even use a Hebrew word for mercy. It is literally * ”17 the lid on the ark

of the covenant. The Hebrew word rachamproperly describes mercy. This word derives from the
idea of or such as a . The Old Testament picture of

mercy is that God is soft or tender towards those to whom He
(Exodus 33:19). God is also kind or . He guards kindness with thousands (Exodus
34:7). Throughout Israel’s turbulent fifteen-hundred years under the Law, God showed Himself
merciful and kind. Even in His judgment upon Israel throughout those years, He remained

merciful and kind.

Unlike man, God maintains His righteousness and holiness even when He is showing
mercy and kindness. Jesus expressed this to the Pharisees. He told them that one should attend to
the proper under the Law while giving attention to the weightier matters:

7 Alexande Harkavy Studest@ebav and Chaldegiten to the Otdmert914, p 309 Ocer of theark of the
covenantO.
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, and (Matthew 23:23). Micah communicated God’s will
under Law: to do judgment, to love mercy, to walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8). God does this.
God is truth and always lives up to what He knows of Himself and in this way, God is faithful.

The legal age began at . It continues through the . When
Christ returns that age will be concluded during . Christ’s disciples asked,
“What is the sign ... of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3). During the consummation of the
legal age the Son of Man will send His angels into the kingdom to remove all things which
offend and the ones who do lawlessness (Matthew 13:39-41).

In the consummation of the legal age, Christ will reign for 1,000 years. When He first
spoke of that kingdom to Israel, He expressed God’s mercy and kindness. The Beatitudes
expressed these to those Jews who understood what God valued. Jesus promised to

those who shared God’s perspective (Matthew 5:3-11). Jesus’ announcement was a contrast to
Micah’s cry against the among the people and the

in favor of the powerful. These needs will be met during the .
The other age paralleling the present dispensation is the (Galatians 1:4).
The word “evil” means . This age its corruption. It
highly values , and (1 Corinthians 1:20). Wisdom in this
passage is better known as , the discipline which engages in and

human in an attempt to make sense of truth. The term scribe described one who
copied writings and later described . Debaters do not accept truth but debate truth,
perhaps in a round table discussion. These aspects of the age do not lead to

nor to . Paul’s message was in contrast to the of

the age (1 Corinthians 2:6-8). Paul’s message was simple yet (cf Romans 1:16). By
changing believers, God demonstrates that His own power is necessary apart from human effort
or education. This is in contrast to the age which tests everything by human learning.

In Mark 10:30, Jesus Christ told His disciples that they would receive eternal life in
The OId Testament Jew did not receive eternal life during
. God promised the Old Testament saint that he would receive eternal

life when (Daniel 12:2-3). Eternal life was a
for them. Christ promised eternal life in the coming age. That age now exists.
Eternal life is . It is the life which is in the Son (1 John 5:11).

The believer has eternal life because .
God gives eternal life to believers during the present evil age to create a

between and . Believers are to
(Philippians 2:12). The working out of the salvation is because God is
in the believer so that the believer and 1is to do God’s
good pleasure (v. 13). The working out of one’s salvation involves believers doing all things
without and (v. 14). When believers live their salvation, they shine like

in the midst of a (v. 15). God’s life stands out
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in contrast to those living according to the age. Therefore, this age reveals something about
God’s life by a to that of the age.

Eternal life is not directly connected with the rule of life but the age. It isn’t revealing
something about  but about . God’s life lived through believers testifies that the glory
of God can be contained as a treasure in (2 Corinthians 4:6-7). It demonstrates
that we don’t have to be glorious. That’s God’s job. His work in the life of a believer is so full
that the of God is than that of men and His is stronger (1 Corinthians
1:25). Paul used a comparative figure of speech. There is no with God and He is not

. These ideas contrast God’s character to that of

Paul noted that God’s wisdom has many . God is showing some of those facets
______ (Ephesians 3:9-10). By governing the lives of His people by , God is making it
possible for them to live out His kind of . God 1s demonstrating His life and power through

. God does not have to demonstrate His power in the same way at all times.

He demonstrated His power in the past by creation, by judgment, by fantastic works such as
parting the Red Sea. Today, God is primarily demonstrating His power by His work in believer’s
lives.



